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Black leaders rip Ratner’s 
$400M Barclays arena deal 


Atlantic Yards supporter says Bruce is taking 'blood money' 
of slaves at Nets site; another ally is demanding reparations 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Two black supporters of Atlantic Yards have 
joined a growing chorus saying that developer 
Bruce Ratner betrayed his black allies when he 
sold the naming rights to his proposed Nets arena 
to Barclays, a global banking firm that was found- 
ed by slave traders and did business with South 
Africa’s apartheid government. 

Both Roger Green — a former state Assembly- 
man — and his successor Hakeem Jeffries came out 
this week against the Barclays deal. 

Jeffries said Ratner should consider “termi- 
nating” his $400-million deal, the largest-ever 
sports venue naming-rights agreement. 

“It would be an understatement to say that this 
naming agreement was insensitive and offensive,” 
said Jeffries (D-Prospect Heights). 

“Barclays Bank has gained enormous profits es- 
sentially from blood money obtained from the 
transatlantic slave trade, which is one of the worse 
crimes in the history of the world. Brooklynites and 
New Yorkers of every race and religion should be 
concerned about their presence in our borough. ” 

Jeffries demanded a meeting with the developer to 
discuss the issue. He hasn’t gotten a call back yet. 



Roger Green 



Hakeem Jeffries 


“All options should be on the table, including 
payment for past wrongs and termination of the 
agreement,” Jeffries said. 

Green, a strong supporter of Atlantic Yards, 
moved last week to distance himself from the nam- 
ing-rights deal. He called on Barclays to pay repa- 
rations to American blacks for its role in slavery. 

“Barclays must step up and respond to our com- 
munity the way they responded to Nelson Mandela” 
over the issue of apartheid in South Africa, he said. 

As part of the $400-million naming-rights deal, 
Barclays has said it will pay $2.5 million to repair 
public basketball courts through the borough, but 
Green called that amount, “not enough.” 

Barclays gave $5 million to a Mandela founda- 
tion in 2004. The company also funded local devel- 
opment projects in South Africa, including public 
sports facilities. 

A spokesman for Barclays declined to comment 
on Green’s call for reparations. The spokesman also 
disputed the company’s well-documented connec- 
tion to the slave trade, freezing of some Jewish ac- 
counts in France during the Holocaust, and business 
deals with South Africa’s apartheid government. 

At a press conference where the Barclays deal was 
announced last week, Bloomberg mocked a re- 
porter’s question about the bank’s history. But Green, 
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who was active in the anti-apartheid movement two 
decades ago, said reports on Barclays’ ties to the 
slave trade and apartheid amounted to “constructive 
criticism” of Ratner’s new business partner. 

As a result. Green said, he will “ask these com- 
panies to respond to our communities.” 

The sharp criticism of the Ratner deal is a first 
for Jeffries and Green — and put them in a coali- 
tion with leaders who have taken strong stances 
against the project. 

The attack on Ratner’s naming-rights deal by 
supporters of the Atlantic Yards project follows 
criticism by Councilwoman Letitia James, a proj- 
ect opponent, last week. 

See BLOOD on page 15 




A West Indian-American Carnival dancer in happier times. 

Sad day for 
the Carnival 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Carlos Lezama, who turned Labor Day 
from a languid holiday into a full-fledged 
carnival of steel drums, Caribbean delica- 
cies, and dancers in skimpy costumes, died 
on Monday. He was 83. 

Lezama spearheaded the West Indian- 
American Day Carnival from 1967 to 2001, 
transforming it from a little neighborhood 
party to an citywide event attracting more 
than 3 million people along Eastern Parkway in Crown Heights. 

“He was a truly great Brooklynite,” said the borough’s cheer- 
leader-in-chief, Borough President Markowitz. 

Herman Hall, the publisher of Everybody’s Magazine, a 
Caribbean-American publication, said the Trinidadian- American’s 
influence went beyond the parade, bringing “recognition to the 
Caribbean-American community and [playing] a major role in en- 
hancing the quality of life in New York City.” — Dana Rubinstein 


Runner quits, ends 
his Brooklyn dream 


By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn’s version of Forrest 
Gump has hit the halfway mark 
on his quest to run every inch of 
Brooklyn’s roadways — but 
now he’s giving it a rest. 

Gary Jarvis’s quest to traverse 
the length, width and depth of 
Brooklyn has been well-docu- 
mented — but the enormity of the 
task has, frankly, taken its toll. 

“I didn’t realize how big and 
dense and concentrated Brooklyn 
is,” said the Iowa native, who had 
apparently failed to look at a map 
before predicting that he could 


run the entire borough. 

“Brooklyn is enormous.” 
Perhaps by comparison to 
Iowa City, whose 230 miles of 
streets Jarvis once ran. As he 
learned, however, that’s nothing 
compared to Brooklyn’s 1,599 
miles of mean streets. 

Jarvis had never spent time in 
Brooklyn until he moved here to 
be with his girlfriend. Like any 
newcomer, he figured the best 
way to get to know his new 
home would be to get out. 

‘Talk about not thinking things 
through,” said Jarvis, whose pres- 
ence has been noticed everywhere 
from Greenpoint to Bensonhurst. 


“He’s a bona-fide Brooklyn 
character,” said the expert in that 
department, Borough President 
Markowitz, who added that he 
hopes “to join him for a run soon.” 
On Friday, Jan. 19, Jarvis hit 
the halfway mark and started a 
much-needed break. 

He claims he’11 be back on the 
roads in six weeks — but it’s no 
longer clear if he’11 make it. 

“I feel so awful and so tired,” 
said Jarvis, who doesn’t warm up 

° He’ll turn 41 in May. But his 
advancing age isn’t his excuse. 

“I guess I’m just a little lazy,” 


Former Iowan Gary Jarvis, who is running the length of every street in Brooklyn, may 
be abandoning his Quixotic quest. 


Gotham gritty: Joshua Peters's comic-inspired work, including Batman (above), is on display at 
Corridor Gallery in Clinton Hill. 


X-ray visions 

See superheroes in a new light 


By Rebecca Migdal 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Bruce Wayne is nowhere to be found. 

In Joshua Peters’s painterly and colorful 
renditions of superheroes — at the Corridor 
Gallery in Clinton Hill through Feb. 10 — 
Batman is flashing a fierce grin and sports 
“bling”-like golden gadgetry galore on his 
belt. Even the caped crusader’s winged logo 
has morphed from the standard decal to a 
massive bat-shaped gold necklace. 

If you’ve ever leafed through a comic book 
and wondered why so few people of color were 
represented within its pages, now’s the time to 
don your cape and fly to see “Up, Up and 
Away,” an exhibit by three comic book-inspired 
artists that explores the zone between comics 
and fine art, with one eye on the color line. 

Peters, Kyle Baker and Jonn Alex Gonzales 
are each, in their own medium, looking past the 


prescribed notion of heroics and acknowledg- 
ing those who are heroes on their own terms. 

In Peters’s rainbow version of comic book 
heroes, the Human Torch wears Adidas, while 
Captain America is portrayed as a powerful- 
looking Asian man before a barbed-wire-topped 
wall, as if rescuing a child imprisoned during 
World War n. Spider Woman is made over as a 
haggard and overworked single mother whose 
face, says Peters, has “a strength that has nothing 
to do with bounding from building to building.” 
“I wanted to take the archetype and put it 
on its ear,” Peters admits. “Black and Asian 
heroes are usually tokenized.” 

Peters’s close involvement with the weight- 
lifting world was clearly a resource when 
seeking models for what he calls his “Heroes” 
series, which was spawned by a vision of 
Wonder Woman fashioned in the likeness of 
Peters’s bodybuilder girlfriend, Jodi Cornish. 

See UP, UP on page 13 


Paper boy delivered 


The Brooklyn Paper 

The Brooklyn Paper is proud to announce 
its latest edition: Vince Michael DiMiceli was 
bom at 2:29 am on Jan. 19 at Staten Island 
University Hospital. 

Weighing in at nine pounds even, the strap- 
ping young lad was 22 inches long and sport- 
ed a thick crop of brown hair. 

The newest DiMiceli is the first child for 
GO Brooklyn and Brooklyn Bride Editor Lisa 
J. Curtis and Senior Editor and Production 


Manager Vince “Vinny” DiMiceli — two of 
the Brooklyn Paper’s longest-tenured (and 
award-winning) employees. 

The happy family is doing well — if not sleep- 
ing through the night — in their outer-Brook- 
lyn home across the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge. 

“In an occupation where meeting deadlines 
is essential, we’re proud to say our son came 
to us just two-hours and 29 minutes past his 
due date,” the DiMicelis said. 

“For a Brooklyn Paper employee, that’s not 
half bad.” 



Two top prizes for The Paper 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn’s real newspaper was rec- 
ognized last week for editorial excel- 
lence, winning two first-place awards 
in the Suburban Newspaper Associa- 
tion’s annual competition. 

The Brooklyn Paper won First Place for 
Best Editorial Writing, for editorials titled 
‘No votes for a thief’ (about disgraced As- 
semblyman Roger Green) and “It’s offi- 
cial: It’s no park” (about the commercial 


and housing development commonly re- 
ferred to as Brooklyn Bridge Park). 

And GO Brooklyn Editor Lisa J. Cur- 
tis won First Place for Best Arts & En- 
tertainment Criticism/Commentary for 
“Poetic Legacy,” an article about leg- 
endary artist Aminah Lynn Robinson on 
the eve of last year’s retrospective at the 
Brooklyn Museum. 

To reach all three winning stories, go 
to www.brooklynpaper.com. 


The awards will be presented at the 
SNA’s publishers and editors sympo- 
sium, in Tampa, Florida, in March. 

The Suburban Newspaper Associa- 
tion represents more than 2,000 daily 
and weekly newspapers that are pub- 
fished in both urban and suburban mar- 
kets. The contest, which attracted 3,619 
entries in 37 categories, was judged by 
the American Press Institute. 

We think they did a great job. 
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IF YOU MISS THESE 
GREAT DEALS 

DON’T BLAME US W 



WHERE TO GO 


If all the running around over the Holidays has made you want to 
sit down and put your feet up, then you've come to the right place. 
Visit your local BoConcept® store now to save 20% on all living 
chairs - choose from our selection of great designs, which are sure 
to add that special something to any room. 

The Design Sale kicks off December 26, 2006 and runs through 
January 28th, 2007. Visit the store or www.boconcept.com for 
more information. 



Wing chair, from $959 Cocoon chair, from $959 



BoConcept 


IHUsM 

OLOGYllc 

...creating a perfect kitchen. 



EDITORS' PICKS 


SATURDAY 


January 27 



BYO cart 


The fourth annual Idiot- 
arod picks up where the 
famed Alaskan Iditarod 
race ends, with racers in 
tricked-out shopping 
carts gunning for awards 
like "Best Sabotage." 
The route is top-secret, 
but last year's went from 
Fort Greene Park over 
the Manhattan Bridge, 
so anything's game. 

Time and place TBA. $5. For 
information visit 
www.cartsofbrooklyn.com. 


SUNDAY 

January 28 

Toddler tunes 

Singer David Weinstone 
and his band, Music for 
Aardvarks and Other 
Mammals, are hitting the 
Hook to play their kid- 
friendly songs, which 
tend to be hits with par- 
ents too, and to cele- 
brate the release of their 
new record, "Taxi." 

3:30 pm at the Hook (18 
Commerce St. at Columbia 
Street in Red Hook). $30 per 
family, $15 for an individual, 
kids under 2 get in free. For 
information call (718) 797-3007. 



MONDAY 

January 29 



Monkeying 

around 

Singer Katie Eastburn, of 
the band Young People, 
continues her Monday 
night residency — a 
weekly show from now 
until the end of February 
— playing original songs, 
covers and requests, at 
Williamsburg restaurant- 
cum-performing arts 
space Monkeytown. 

9 pm at Monkeytown (58 N. 
Third St. at Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg). Free, $10 mini- 
mum food or drink. For infor- 
mation call (718) 384-1369. 


THURSDAY 

February 1 

Scenic 

Brooklyn 

Underbridge Pictures 
takes part in the DUMBO 
First Thursday series 
with an opening recep- 
tion for painter Ella Yang. 
The exhibit, "New York 
Shines," features scenes 
from the banks of the Go- 
wanus Canal to an early 
morning on Smith Street. 

6 pm at Underbridge Pictures 
(1 1 1 Front St., Gallery 202 at 
Washington Street in 
DUMBO). Free. For informa- 
tion call (718) 596-0390. 



FRIDAY 

February 2 



Bay Ridge 
hustle 

The P.T.A. of William 
McKinley Intermediate 
School is holding a disco- 
themed fundraiser featur- 
ing diva Carol Douglas — 
she of "Midnight Love 
Affair" fame — in addition 
to a buffet dinner and 
dancing until midnight. 

8 pm at The Knights Of Co- 
lumbus Hall (1012 Bay Ridge 

Ridge). $40. For information 
call (718) 492-5220. 


NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 

Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 












At bridge - Lights! 
Camera! Inaction! 

M an, what a disappointment. Star-gaz- 
ers turned out in droves on Tuesday 
night, hoping to catch a glimpse of 
Will Smith destroying evil vampires, but all 
they (OK, I mean I) got was bright lights in 
their eyes and noisy helicopters in their ears. 

“I thought there were going to be some ex- 
plosions,” said one man who had staked out a 
spot on the Brooklyn Heights Promenade af- 
ter hearing about the widely publicized film- 
ing of Smith’s new flick, ‘1 am Legend.” 

Nighttime shooting in the East River and 
near the Brooklyn Bridge will continue for the 
rest of the month — but don’t expect much. 

Except for a bank of lights on the Fulton 
Ferry Landing — and that helicopter noise — all the excitement, such as it 
is, will be on the Manhattan side of the bridge. 

If anything, we’ll get the ttaffic. Before Tuesday’s shoot, cops said that 
no roadways will be affected by the fortnight of filming, but other city offi- 
cials said that motorists should anticipate — and not contribute to — rub- 
bernecking delays. 

In the end, though, “traffic was fine,” said Robert Perris, district manager 
of Community Board 2. ‘T crossed the bridge around 10 pm, and I couldn’t 
see anything that 
was happening on 
the river.” 

And we were so 
optimistic, after the 
NYPD put out one 
of its rare, and cryp- 
tic, press releases on 
Monday afternoon 
that said, “The pub- 
lic should not be 
alarmed by activity 
... in the vicinity of 
the Brooklyn Bridge. 
A movie being made 
in the vicinity of the 
Brooklyn Bridge will 
employ flood light- 
ing, Army and Coast 
Guard helicopters, 
mock police and 
military vehicles, and over 1,000 extras for an evacuation scene.” 

Don’t be alarmed? That’s when I knew we should be alarmed! 

Alas, there wasn’t much to see. The lighting equipment was impressive 
(have I mentioned the noise from those Blackhawk helicopters?), but the 
former Fresh Prince of Bel- Air was confined to a barge in the middle of the 

Other action — a mock evacuation of a post-apocalyptic Manhattan — 
was taking place on the Manhattan side of the waterway, near Dover Street. 

This two-minute scene in the movie, a barely fictionalized account of a 
man who must save the world from marauding creatures of the night, will 
cost approximately $30 million. 

Judging from the dailies, it was hardly worth it. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Our very own Rep. Ed Towns (D-Brooklyn Heights) has snagged the 
chairmanship of the House Government Management, Organization, and 
Procurement sub-committee! Sure, it may sound incredibly boring, but 
now Towns can hold hearings on Bush administration contracts with Hal- 
liburton and Bechtel. Give ’em hell, Ed! ... The posh office ghetto Bruce 
Rainer built could lose a big-time tenant, says Assemblywoman Joan 
Millman (D-Carroll Gardens). The worried state official is pushing 
Keyspan to keep its headquarters in Brooklyn, despite its merger with 
the British giant, National Grid. The Brooklyn-born company has prom- 
ised to stay, but Millman would prefer something, how you say?, in writ- 
ing! ... DUMBO real estate is still booming. Three connected vacant 
buildings on Old Fulton Street (between Water and Front streets) are for 
sale by Massey Knakal for $7.5 million. Shall we start the bidding at 
$10 million? ... A memorial for Brooklyn Heights art legend Carol 
Hamann Howard — who was best known for her colorful paintings 
of the Brooklyn Bridge — will take place on Feb. 4 at the Grace Epis- 
copal Church in Brooklyn Heights. She lived in the Heights from 1959 
until 2005. . . . State Sen. Marly Connor has thrown his combover into 
the ring for State Comptroller. Won’t Ken Diamondstone — who 
spent $100,000 of his own money in a failed effort to beat Connor last year 
— be tickled if Connor gets it? 

Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BmoklynPaper.com. 



People came to the Fulton Ferry pier to catch a 
glimpse of actor Will Smith, who was filming his 
new action picture, "I am Legend." But the former 
Fresh Prince was nowhere to be found — and, in 
fact, all the "action" took place in Manhattan. 




Our rendering of what an Anthony Caro sculpture would have looked like on the Brooklyn Heights Promenade. 


Heights monument to apathy 


The Brooklyn Paper 

A six-month effort to place a piece 
of modem art on the Promenade to 
memorialize the 9-11 attack has died. 
Cause of death: complete apathy. 

Heights resident Philip Ashby had 
campaigned to place a sculpture on the fa- 
bled waterfront esplanade as a memorial 
to New York’s worst day. But he dropped 


the idea this month when he realized that 
he was the only one who wanted it. 

“Nobody ever said no to me,” said 
Ashby, who fives on Pierrepont Street. 
“But nobody was ever really on board 

Ashby had asked English sculptor Sir 
Anthony Caro to design a piece that 
would not only be a fitting memorial, 
but “an icon for Brooklyn.” 


Caro “was very excited” and even 
sent some mock-ups, said Ashby, who 
eventually had to give Caro the bad 
news: ‘1 have failed in my quest.” 

The dream died, not with a bang of 
fiery protests but with a whimper — 
from Ashby. 

“Without some enthusiasm other than 
my own,” he said, “nothing will ever get 
done.” — Christie Rizk 


Wrecking balls: Neighbors say developer is 
demolishing a historic building in DUMBO 


By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

They said it would happen 
and, indeed, it happened: 
Neighborhood activists in 
DUMBO say a developer has 
begun demolishing a historic 
building in hopes of finishing 
the job before the entire area 
gets landmark status. 

Hearings to determine the fu- 
ture of the so-called “DUMBO 
Historic District” are set for next 
month, but HK Management has 
apparently started work on dis- 
mantling the 140-year-old build- 
ing at 205 Water St. 

“It’s breaking our heart,” said 
Milton Herder, of the DUMBO 
Neighborhood Association, which 
is spearheading the move to land- 
mark the neighborhood so such 
demolition can’t happen. 



Debris is being removed from 205 Water St. 


“It seems quite obvious that 
[developer Harry Kotowitz] is 
pre-empting the [landmarking]. 
We knew it was going to happen 
and it’s happening.” 

The DNA began seeking land- 
mark status seven years ago. Two 
years ago, Landmarks Preserva- 
tion Commission Chairman 
Robert Tierney declared DUM- 
BO “protection-worthy.” 

Kotowitz had promised to hold 
off on demolition work until the 
LPC hearings next month, but in- 
stead, got a demolition permit. 
Workers were recently seen dump- 
ing plastic bags of rubble into con- 
tainers on the street, Herder said 
A spokesman for NY Installa- 
tion, which is doing the work, 
said his crew was only cleaning 
up inside the building — not de- 
molishing it. 

Kotowitz did not return calls. 
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24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

CEraUB 

(718) 230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 
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Massage Therapy for 



95% Recycled 

peculiar 

A VINTAGE WAREHOUSE collec,ibles 

68 Washington Avenue • Clinton Hill clothing 

www.repopny.com J 

WED thru SUN - 11am to 7pm mon,hl ' f 




• Swedish • Shiatsu • Sports 
• Hot Stone • Deep Tissue 

718-797-5318 

COBBLE HILL 

Gift Certificates Available 


Looking for a 


better mailbox? 

0- 


Get 3 months free with a 1-year service agreement.* 


Mail forwarding" & holding 
package notification, call-in 
MailCheck®, & more! 



PANORAMIC VIEWS! 



206 Court St. 

(718) 596-3333 
See our listings: 

COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 


rated 4 story, 5 BR, 4 
11 Gardens townhous 
tent. $1,649,000. 



718-222-8713 • leanonmebodyworks.com 


The Most 

Memorable Funeral 

Ft. Greene can offer your loved one 

Enjoy the serenity of 
a comfortable chapel 
located in the historical 
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area. 
Services customized to meet your needs. 

Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill 
for over 40 years 

Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home 

203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi & Carlton) 

(718) 625-4656 


®fSATNICK 

We offer quality jewelry, preci- 
sion timepieces and fine gifiware 
at prices to fit every budget. 


FREE Lay-a-Way 
Plan On all 
Purchases 

Visit us at our new location 

187 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • BBaiTl 
FIOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 



Hartley F. Satnick 

The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 

in all 5 boroughs 
of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 46 years 


Light My Fire! 



Fireplace Supplies 

logs, matches, 
toolsets & more 


JhmVhSwi We Appreciate Your Business! 

^ERICi^N 

HOUSEWARES rSB 

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • mmm • (718) 243-0844 


JANUARY SALE 

DV40% OFF 

SHOES • HANDBAGS • JEWELRY 

burke talon 

COBBLE HILL WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE 

192 Amity St. (212) 812-3994 

(at Court Street) Open Tuesday - Sunday 


Leave packages with us. 
And worries behind. 


As your neighborhood shipping center we offer many services in addition 
to packing and shipping. Stop in to find out what we can offer you. 

COPY SERVICE • OFFICE SUPPLIES 
FAX SERVICE • GIFT CARDS • BINDING LAMINATING 
PASSPORT PHOTOS • MAILBOX RENTALS 


COBBLE HILL VARIETY & MAILING CENTER 
495 Henry Street • (718) 852-8844 



FREE HOME 
MODIFICATIONS 

Free home modifications available to frail seniors 
and individuals with disabilities living in Brooklyn 
Community Boards 2, 3, 4, 8 & 16. 

To qualify, applicants must have household incomes of 
no more than $19,146 annually. 

Modifications will enable individuals to perform every- 
day tasks more independently and allow greater access 
to and within the home — e.g. installation of grab bars, 
walk-in shower, ramps, and widening doorways. 

For an application call 

Services for the UnderServed 

at 718.403.9846, ext. 248 


WHO'S J 
YOUR 
DOGGY 

Premium Pet Food & Supply 3 


197 Adelphi Street (Corner of Willoughby Avenue) 

WE DELIVER 718-522-5244 


WHAT'S COOKING? 


At KIDS COOK!, our ten-week program 
teaches children essential kitchen skills 
and techniques. Kids learn how to measure, 
sift, mix, whip, cut, grate and knead, 
as they prepare wholesome and delicious 
foods from around the world. 

• Afterschool classes 

• Private Parties 

• Fun & learning for ages 5-13 

Classes meet at 170 Hicks St. 
in Brooklyn Heights 
To register, call Jane at (718) 797-0029 
www.kidscookbrooklyn.com 


KidsM*M!i 
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JANUARY SALE 

DV 40 % OFF 

SHOES • HANDBAGS • JEWELRY 

burke talon 

COBBLE HILL WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE 

192 Amity St. (212) 812-3994 

(at Court Street) Open Tuesday - Sunday 


Hey, Red Hook: 
Wanna dance? 

I GREW UP in the suburbs, where 
there was little dancing beyond 
whatever you did in front of the 
bathroom mirror. 

There, in the carefully mowed 
wilds of Maryland, we were raised 
to believe that cities literally 
pumped and thumped with this un- 
seen recreational pastime. 

Then my best friend got a car, and 
we found abandoned warehouses all 
over Baltimore. In short, we danced. 

Fast forward to two weeks ago: It 
is midnight and I am bicycling west 
on desolate Union Street. Suddenly, 
a bass-heavy club mix spills out from a people-packed garage. I 
hear drum beats, a pop chorus and heels slapping concrete floors 
and wonder: Why isn’t there more rumba in Red Hook? 

New York City is in the midst of a slow, well-documented 
cha-cha away from its old partyland identity. The new sex 
columnist at the Village Voice is a married mother who reports 
that she hasn’t done the nasty in months. People bring their tod- 
dlers to bars. And the number of people boogying in public is 
dropping faster than a breakdancer’s rear end. 

In 1960 there were 12,000 cabaret licenses in the five bor- 
oughs. In 2006, there are fewer than 200. Party pundits blame 
Giuliani-era crackdowns, the creeping condo-ization of the city’s 
warehouse districts and the noise-sensitive, 311-empowered res- 
idents those condos bring. 

Alas, the party I passed was a one-time thing, a birthday bash 
thrown by the building’s owner, Arturo Galeano, before he re- 
opens as “Piccolo Cafe.” 

“This has never been a place for ballrooms,” Galeano sighed, 
recalling the pizzerias and body shops he had seen occupy his 
many storefronts in Red Hook and Carroll Gardens. 

“Billiards, yes, but ballroom never.” 

Still, there are signs of nocturnal potential. Practically speak- 
ing, there are plenty of buildings in the neighborhood that could 
suffice, and enough empty space around them to buffer a thump- 
ing downbeat. Plus, the zoning is right: the city will only grant 
cabaret licenses to venues in major commercial centers, industri- 
al or manufacturing districts like the Red Hook waterfront. 

There’s some activity, of course: The Hook, on Commerce 
Street, already features discordant anti-pop performers. Steve 
Buscemi’s kid rocks out with other 16-year-olds at the Liberty 
Heights Tap room. The bearded set fiddles down at Sunny’s. 
And the weekly karaoke nights at the Hope and Anchor on Van 
Brunt Street leave the diner’s windows steamy. 

But still, there is nowhere to dance. 

Don’t tell me to go to the Meatpacking District, or even to 
Williamsburg. There is space in Red Hook. Let’s have one last 
— or make that first — dance. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Buddy Scotto — who practically invented Carroll Gardens 
(and still buries many of its residents) — isn’t worried about the 
pollution moving underneath the neighborhood. “The gas from 
the old Keyspan plant [on the Gowanus Canal] hasn’t got- 
ten up here,” the funeral home director and neighborhood leg- 
end told the Stoop. . . . Can’t hold it in any longer? Tell Council- 
man Bill DeBlasio, who wants to know where you think the 
city should install new public toilets. Call his district office at 
(718) 854-9791 and tell him where to go. . . . There’s supposedly 
a new liquor shop moving into the former video store on Union 
Street between Hicks and Columbia streets — but the big news 
is the cute black cat that’s been roaming the empty store. 
Turns out, it belongs to a couple upstairs, but the wife is allergic. 
They’re trying to find the feline a new home. What, a liquor 
store ain’t good enough? ... No wonder they call it Carroll Gar- 
dens: A group of green-minded residents are prettying up scruffy 
Thomas Greene Park at Degraw and Nevins streets. Wanna 
help? Call the Carroll Gardens Neighborhood Associa- 
tion at (718) 237-1862. . . How many Starbucks are too many? 
Court Street may soon find out. Sources tell The Stoop — 
which last week reported on the chain’s foamy incursion onto 
Smith Street — that the cappuccino kingpin is eying a third lo- 
cation in the BoCoCa triangle: Sal's Pizzeria at Court and De- 
graw streets. Sal’s son hung up on The Stoop when we inquired 
about the coffee giant’s interest in buying the old-timer’s slice 
shop. Pumpkin spice latte anyone? 

Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BmoklynPaper.com. 



Ariella Cohen 



Sweetest union on Court Street 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

It’s a “Moonstruck” marriage! 

The much-loved bakery that served as the 
backdrop in Cher’s 1987 hit romance is 
coming back to Carroll Gardens — and like 
the film’s lovesick star, Cammareri Bakery 
has found its perfect match. 

Ten years after closing its legendary shop 
at Henry and Sackett streets, Cammareri’s is 
pairing with Monteleone, a Court Street pas- 
try shop, to start what carbohydrate hounds 


are already imagining will be the dreamiest 
marriage around: the Monteleone & Cam- 
mareri bakery (see photo above). 

“They are a pastry shop that has been 
there forever, too,” co-owner Nick Cam- 
mareri said. “It was a good opportunity to 
merge bread with pastry and bring old- 
world baking back to Brooklyn.” 

Cammareri grew up above the old bakery 
opened by his grandfather 1921. In 1986, 
the family closed shop to focus on a location 
in New Jersey and another in Bensonhurst. 
Their old haunt is occupied by Naidre’s, 


a decidedly more new-world establishment. 

With that new laptop and latte crowd in 
mind, the new double-team bakery will sell 
a few carbo-concoctions that neither estab- 
lishment sold in the past. 

“We still got a lot of the old people who 
like their sweets full-strength,” said Lenny 
Cristino, owner of Monteleone. “But we 
know the neighborhood is changing, so we 
did some things new.” 

Cristino said that 80 percent of the pas- 
tries will be full-strength and 20 percent will 
be a “little lighter.” 


FIRE SALE 


The Brooklyn Paper 

The little firehouse that 
Steve Buscemi tried to save is 
headed to the auction block — 
over Community Board 6’s 
dead body. 

At a first public hearing on 
the city’s plan to sell the shut- 
tered Engine 204 on Degraw 
Street, the local planning board 
called for a 180- turn — not 
only demanding that the city 
keep the building, but also re- 
open it as a fire station. 

The board argued that new 
growth planned for the area — 
including the 6,000-unit At- 
lantic Yards mega-project a 
mile away — requires a new 
Engine 204. 

“With more people moving 
to the area, we need more, not 
less, firefighters,” said board 
member Celia Cacase at the 
crowded hearing. 

Echoing CB6’s unanimous 
resolution were the local elect- 
ed officials, including Council- 
man Bill DeBlasio (D-Park 
Slope) and Assemblywoman 
Joan Millman (D-Cobble Hill), 
who were arrested with “Reser- 


: Engine company on the block 



voir Dogs” star Buscemi when 
the 299 Degraw St. firehouse 
closed in 2004. 

“We rezoned Fourth Avenue 
for growth, we’re building At- 
lantic Yards, there will be thou- 
sands of new people living 
along the Gowanus,” said De- 


Blasio. “Engine 204 is relevant 
to the safety of all these new 
neighborhoods.” 

At a second hearing this 
Wednesday at Borough Hall, 
DeBlasio and others called on 
Borough President Markowitz 
to support their push to reopen 


the station. 

It’s not likely. The station 
was closed along with seven 
others in a cost-cutting move. 
None of the engine houses have 
reopened. 

At this point, “the best use of 
the property is to restore it to the 
tax rolls for beneficial 
use by others,” said Mark 
Daly, a spokesman for 
the Department of City- 
wide Administrative Ser- 


Councilman Bill DeBlasio (tall guy in center) was joined by Assem- 
blywoman Joan Millman (far right) and actor Steve Buscemi (next to 
Millman) in protesting the closure of Engine 204 in 2004. 


for commercial oi 
dential use following the 
completion of the city’s 
seven-month land-use 
public review process, 
which is required before 
city land can be sold. 

It certainly wouldn’t 
be the first time that a 
former firehouse be- 
came luxury housing. In 
2004, the city sold a 
Prospect Heights engine 
company for $775,000. 
It’s now called, without 
irony, “the Firehouse.” 
— Ariella Cohen 
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Doing the Fort 
Greene shuffle 


Jah Juice (right) hangs with a pal at his stand on Vanderbilt Avenue. 

DREADLOCKS AND A DREAM 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Call him the juicemaker who came in 
from the cold. 

For a decade now, Clinton Hill legend 
Jah Juice has been selling sugarcane and 
coconuts out of a rundown stand near the 
comer of Vanderbilt and Dekalb avenues. 

But now, the 35 -year-old Rastafarian is 
transforming his dusty, island-style store 
from a diamond-in-the-rough into a more 
polished gem. 

In February, Jah Juice (that’s the only 
name he uses, by the way) will reopen the 
Culture Healing Arts Health Food store as a 


juice bar and tea shop, with tables for sit- 
down service. 

He’ll still offer coconuts and sugarcane, 
but the crumbling interior will be covered 
over with fresh paint and new floors, and a 
gleaming, glass-front cooler will be stocked 
with fresh fruits and veggies. 

Will success spoil Jah Juice? It depends. 
Will there be any success? 

After all, the conversion won’t be the 
Guyana native’s first foray into the juice 
biz. A similar business, on Willoughby 
Street, near Adelphi Street, was just taking 
off last year when a broken sewer line 
forced him to close, he said. 

The Vanderbilt shop also offers a prime 


location for a juice bar. It’s just off busy 
Dekalb Avenue and a few steps from two 
bus stops. While some visitors will stick 
with the coco and ’cane, the neighborhood 
now seems open to much more. 

“Now, our wine stores now don’t have bul- 
let-proof glass on the doors,” said Fort Greene 
Association Chairman Phillip Kellogg. “And 
there are a couple of terrific clothing stores.” 
There are also existing juice bars, includ- 
ing a spot just a few blocks away from Jah’s 
place, on Dekalb Avenue, Kellogg added. But 
the crowd suggests there’s room for more. 

It’s not the busiest season for smoothies, 
“but there are always people in there,” Kel- 
logg said. 


The servers at Tillie's do more than just feed your 
coffee addiction. Many are (surprise!) aspiring 
artists. To celebrate its 10th anniversary, Tillie’s is 
hosting an aptly dubbed exhibition, “We Do More 
than Serve Coffee,” opening during its Feb. 24 an- 
niversary party, which begins at 8 pm. . . . For young- 
sters looking to make it big in Hollywood, this is a 
must-see. The Brooklyn Academy of Music 
will host a panel for students of any age seeking ca- 
reers in entertainment production. The celebrity-stud- 
ded, Feb. 1 event — at BAM’s Lafayette Avenue and 
Ashland Place manse — will include “Law & Order: 

SVU” star Tamara Tunie and others (including a guy 
who was an assistant director of “The Honeymoon- 
ers” and the woman who cast “Inside Man” and 
“25 th Hour.” Interested? Email rsvp@film.nyc.gov. 

. . . Help is on the way for former convicts, thanks to 
Fort Greene pols Letitia James. Velmanette 
Montgomery and Hakeem Jeffries. The trio 
teamed up last week to push an “Ex-Offender Employer Tax 
Credit” bill that would increase incentives for creating new 
jobs for paroled prisoners. ... Our very own Rep. Ed 
Towns (D-Fort Greene) has snagged the chairmanship of 
the House Government Management, Organization, and 


Pedestrians scurry through a dangerous intersection. 


Procurement sub-committee! Sure, it may sound incredibly 
boring, but it means that Towns can hold hearings on the no- 
bid contracts between the Bush Administration and Hal- 
liburton and Bechtel (among others). Give ’em hell, Ed! 

Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BmoklynPaper.com. 


AN ALTERNATE REALITY 

Ft. Greene wants less street-cleaning 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Sanitation officials told The Stoop this 
week they aren’t about to reduce street- 
cleaning in Fort Greene and Clinton Hill so 
that residents can enjoy the same perk as 
their upscale pals in Park Slope and Brook- 
lyn Heights: the right to leave their cars in 
one space for most of the week. 

“We have no plans to reduce the 
amount of street-cleaning in Fort Greene 
or Clinton Hill,” said Kathy Dawkins, a 
Sanitation spokeswoman. 

Currently, motorists in Fort Greene and 
Clinton Hill have to move their cars two to 
four times a week to accommodate street 
cleaning, while Slope and Heights drivers 


only need move their cars once or twice. 

“We only want what they have,” said 
resident Susan Butler. She and other 
members of the Fort Greene Association 
have asked Councilwoman Letitia James 
(D-Prospect Heights) to fight City Hall. 

“Constituents think [the schedule] is in- 
convenient and nothing more than a rev- 
enue-generator,” James told The Stoop. “I 
tend to agree.” 

“I spoke to [Department of Transporta- 
tion] Commissioner [Iris] Weinshall last 
week about changing the schedule, and 
she was receptive,” added James. 

Weinshall — herself a Slope resident, al- 
beit one with a driver — may be open to the 
issue, but Sanitation said no. — Rubinstein 


GREENE 

ACRES 


T HERE are bad design concepts 
(like the manual can opener) 
and there are what-the-hell- 
were-they-thinking design concepts 
— like the intersection of Lafayette 
Avenue, Fort Greene Place and 
Fulton Street. 

Get off the G train at Fulton 
Street, and you’ll encounter a roil- 
ing whirlpool of cars and cyclists 
and pedestrians, a barely controlled 
chaos of three merging streets, bi- 
sected by two vest-pocket parks. 

The intersection has nine comers. 

Add South Elliot Place to the 

mix and you end up with 17! 

And let’s not even talk about the crosswalks leading nowhere, 
signals set at odd angles, and curb cuts sloping into traffic. 

“This intersection is a comedy of errors,” said Fredrik Anderson, 
the Fort Greene Association vice chair who has been spearheading 
the fight to improve the neighborhood’s haphazard intersections. 

1-ast week, Anderson and I made plans to meet at one of the cor- 
ners of Fort Greene Plaza and Lafayette Avenue. But reaching his 
comer (in front of the medical center) from my comer (in front of 
Rocky’s Deli) was no easy task. 

Equipped with my unerring sense of direction, I stepped off the 
curb and veered soufh toward one of the parks in the middle, walk- 
ing between two crosswalks seemingly designed to confuse, rather 
than guide, me. Arriving safely at the park, I crossed its tip and de- 
scended the curb cut But, alas!, the curb cut, while it did lead me in 
the desired direction, also pushed me straight into two-way traffic. 

Graceful as a lily-pad-hopping frog, I maneuvered past hurtl- 
ing bumpers, jumped a half-frozen puddle, and arrived at my 
destination — where Anderson was leaning nonchalantly on a 
fire hydrant. He wore Birkenstocks over socks. 

“This summer, we stood at this comer and got 500 people to 
sign petitions asking DOT to make improvements,” said Anderson. 

What did they get for their efforts? A sign reminding pedes- 
trians to use the crosswalk. Which crosswalk? 

“It wasn’t really what we were gunning for,” said Anderson. 
Rather than a redundant sign, Anderson wants DOT to re- 
arrange the intersection’s crosswalks and traffic signals — not 
that he criticizes the agency, which he says works closely with 
the community. A DOT spokesman would only say that agency 
staffers “are reviewing the concerns.” 

“This intersection doesn’t make any sense,” said a woman 
named Lisa, who was heading south on Fort Greene Place. 
“Right when you want to cross, a car comes down on you.” 
Make that cars. On my way back to the G train, I got stuck on 
the double yellow line in the middle of the road, a Pepsi truck 
blocking my view of oncoming traffic. Not much liking my 
bull’s-eye stance in the middle of two-way traffic, I raced across 
the remainder of the street. 

Then I entered the subway, safe at last. 
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Truck traffic along a residential strip of Caton Avenue is driving locals crazy. 


Trucks drive Caton Ave crazy 


By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Kensington residents are 
begging for help to get rid of the 
18-wheelers roaring down their 
supposed-to-be-quiet streets — 
but elected officials aren’t lis- 

Residents of Caton Avenue, 
which narrows down to one 
lane in each direction between 
McDonald Avenue and Linden 
Boulevard, are asking that their 
street be undesignated as an of- 
ficial city truck route. 

“This is not a commercial 
street,” said Gina Duclayan, 
who lives at the comer of Caton 
and East Fourth Street. “There 
are a lot of children here.” 

Duclayan, who has lived in 
trucker central for three years, 
says that the street is meant to 
only be a truck route for local de- 
liveries — yet 18-wheelers are 
using it as a shortcut that inter- 
sects several busier truck routes 

And the outlaw rigs are 
rarely ticketed. 

“They do virtually no en- 
forcement of the trucking regu- 
lations,” said Duclayan. 

Her neighbor, Tim Molloy, 
agreed: “It’s totally out of con- 
trol. I’ve been complaining 
about it for four years.” 

Neighbors are hoping the 
NYPD will add a truck enforce- 
ment unit at Caton and McDon- 
ald avenues to bust rigs. 

The fines wouldn’t be cheap. 


Drivers who get caught off a 
designated truck route twice get 
slapped with a fine of $500, and 
a third offense doubles the 
penalty to $1,000. 

The fines were raised in 2003 
after the Department of Trans- 
portation noticed that drivers 


weren’t deterred by the existing 
$50 penalty. 

City Councilman Bill DeBla- 
sio (D-Park Slope) said his of- 
fice would try to help get those 
rules enforced. 

But matters seem to be get- 
ting worse, not better. A bike 


lane was recently added to the 
street, despite the wide tractor- 
trailers. Two children riding 
their bicycles were recently 
sideswiped, though not serious- 
ly hurt, neighbors said. 

“It’s going to be really bad 
one day,” Molloy said. 


Back from the dead: Katina's 
will be the new 'New Purity' 


By Nica Lalli 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Good news and bad news for fans of Kati- 
na’s, the 24-hour diner on the comer of Seventh 
Avenue and 12th Street: The good news? Your 
favorite cheap scrambled eggs will soon return. 
The bad news? The diner will no longer be 
Katina’s. 

The Stoop hears that Nicholas and John 
Kolosakas, brothers who run the New Purity Din- 
er just five blocks north on Seventh Avenue, have 
bought Katina’s from its owner, Gus. 

“It’s true,” said Gus, who neither gave his last 
name nor his tremendous moussaka recipe. “I’ve 
been on this comer for 15 years. It’s time for 
something new.” 

Neighbors feared the worst when Katina’s 
closed “for renovations” in the fall, yet no renova- 
tions actually began. 

The site saw a flurry of activity last week, as 
Gus got it ready for the sale. Upscale fighting was 


Katina's Diner will open next month, its 
owner says. 


installed — a precursor of what is to come. 

The new owners say that they will serve a simi- 
lar menu as they do at the Purity, but may offer 
slightly fancier fare. They want the new restaurant 
to be more like an “upscale” coffee shop (because 
we all know how few of those there are in Park 
Slope!). 


Who, exactly, 
is Park Slope? 

W HAT does a diverse neigh- 
borhood look like? That was 
the centtal question at the “I 
am Park Slope” discussion Sunday 
night at the Brooklyn Arts Exchange. 

But there was one major problem 
What is diversity anyway? Turns 
out, it’s similar to what Supreme 
Court Justice Potter Stewart once 
said about pornography: I can’t de- 
fine it, but I know it when I see it. 

The panelists all took shots at 
defining it anyway, and describing 
the dream of the perfectly balanced 
Park Slope, but none seemed to 
have anything new to bring to the table. 

There was the usual talk about how diversity has to do with 
color, ethnicity, income, and sexual orientation (the last one came 
courtesy of a woman who called herself “the first lesbian in Park 
Slope”!). There were also some attempts at describing what it means 
to have diverse experiences, approaches to life or political views. 

Then there was the usual cry against the Fourth Avenue re- 
zoning and, of course, against the Atlantic Yards development (it 
wouldn’t be a Park Slope event without that, would it?). 

Geez, this Chicago Bears fan didn’t miss the NFC champi- 
onship game to hear the same old story of how Park Slope was 
perfect until the condo-buying Yuppies started flowing in. 

The notion of a diverse Park Slope was always a figment of a 
liberal Utopian dream, anyway. 

“New York neighborhoods have always been separate, with 
the Chinese living over here, the Irish or Italian over here and 
the Latinos over there,” said Gene Russianoff, attorney for the 
New York Public Interest Group. 

In the 1880s, Park Slope was one of the richest census tracts in 
the country. Sure, it went working class over the next 100 years, 
but today, it’s hardly the multi-race, multi-colored-collar neighbor- 
hood we all want. 

Was it ever that way? Chris Owens certainly doesn’t think so. 
The Prospect Heights native — who recently ran, and lost, for 
Congress — said his parents bought on “the other” side of Hat- 
bush Avenue in the late 1950s because his African-American fa- 
ther “did not see anyone who looked like him” in Park Slope. 

These days, Owens is more likely to see more variety in the 
Slope than his father did, but the minorities he spots might be 
Wall Street bankers plopping down the big bucks for the brown- 
stones. Some diversity, one might be tempted to say. 

But there is diversity — if you’re willing to look beyond your 
one block. If you include the larger area — Gowanus, Prospect 
Heights and the South Slope — the greater Park Slope area is, 
indeed, diverse. 

So look beyond someone’s skin color or the content of his 
wallet. We may snub the new neighbors because they are “an- 
other rich, white family,” but who knows, they may be French 
— or even Republicans! 

Or, a Bears fan. How’s that for diversity? 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Anew shopping-bag-shaped sign went up above the former Blue 
Apron Foods at Seventh Avenue and 15th Street. The new joint, 
called Grab, is owned by Laura Nuter. a former Blue Apron em- 
ployee who bought the shop from the previous owners. Blue Apron’s 
flagship store on Union Street is still going strong. . . . South Slope 
graffiti artist Backfat got pinched by the po-po last week, but a cer- 
tain ROWMO is moving in on his turf. Windsor Terrace spies tell us 
that ROWMO has been tagging up all over Backfat’s marks. The 
Stoop gives ROWMO five days before the cops snatch his oars, too. 
. . . Jessica Root (you know her as A1 Gore’s point person in Park 
Slope) wants you to reduce your carbon emissions (and you thought 
your biggest problem was BO). If you’re Green — and have a video 
camera — shoot a one- to two-minute video that demonstrates a 
“practical, easy and inspired way” to reduce your carbon emissions, 
and upload it to www.tmths.treehugger.com before Feb. 28. . . . Fifth 
Avenue merchants met last week to plan a business improvement 
district running from Dean to 23rd streets. The meeting was held at 
Aunt Suzie's — a mainstay on the strip — and owner Irene LoRe 
provided a buffet, even! If the BID is formed, local business owners 
will have to contribute at least $485 a year. 

Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 


PS... 

I LOVE YOU 
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Holy Name School 

Windsor Terrace 


C Providing a Christ-Centered (Education 
to (Brooklyn’s Children since 1885 


Come discover what makes 
our schooC so special: 
caring teachers, a diverse 
student 6ody, a century-oCd 
tradition of academic 
excellence, and a deep respect 
for Cathode vaCues. 

- < Rs>6ert Hughes, (principal 

Open (House (9:30-11 a.m.) 

dues., Jan. 30 (Toddler/ 
Ere-T/- grade 3) 

Thurs., Ee6. 1 (grades 4-5) 
Eti, Ee6. 2 (grades 6-8) 


Grades Pre-K - 8 
Toddler program (age 3) 
Spanish, art and music 
Computer/science labs 
Resource Room/Title I 
Imagine Tomorrow® 
computer classes 
After-school program 
Diocesan Aquinas honors 
program 

School bus service 
Primary and upper-school 
libraries 

School choir, chess club, 
student council 
Parish sports and scouting 
programs 

NEW in 2007: Brooklyn 
Philharmonic Residency! 


241 Prospect Park West Brooklyn, NY 1 1 21 5 

(F train to Prospect Park; B69 and B75 bus) 

For information, call: 71 8-768-7629 

or visit: www.hnjbklyn.org 

Accredited 6 y the Middle State Association of Colleges and Schools 
Supported 6 y the Holy Name Foundation 


A-Z Dental, PC 

Family 
Dentistry 

Gentle, Painless Touch 

• FREE Examination and Consultation 
with any dental work 

• Insurance and Medicaid plans accepted 

• Ultimate 4-step sterilization 

• Comprehensive Care, including 
teeth whitening, bad breath, etc. 


i§C 


I EXAMINATION, NECESSARY 
j X-RAYS AND TEETH CLEANING , 

with this ad I 


332 9th St. (718)832-1222 

(Bet. 5th-6th Aves.) www.azdental.com 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 
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Puppy Paradise * com 

2082 Flatbush Ave. Bklyn, NY 
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Banksteria 
hits Bay Ridge 

B ay Ridge is in the grip of 
Banksteria. Will “Restaurant 
Row” be replaced by endless 
blocks of ATMs and neon signs ad- 
vertising the newest promotional 
CD rates? 

To residents caught up in 
"Banksteria,” the answer is, of 
course, yes! To we rational mem- 
bers of the community, the whole 
thing is provoking a gentle yawn 
and a polite smile. 

Thrown into the scrapheap of 
Bay Ridge past — somewhere be- 
tween Lento’s thin crust pizza and 
“Bridal Row” — is the latest news 
that is stoking the flames of “Banksteria”: Tiffany Diner is clos- 
ing to become a bank. 

A Bay Ridge mainstay at the comer of Fourth Avenue and 
99th Street since 1968, the diner will soon serve its last milk- 
shake. Commerce Bank, which holds a long term lease on the 
property, plans to tear it down and open a new branch in its place. 

That’s the same Commerce Bank that took over Kleinfelds’ 
space, by the way (Banksteria!). 

Like June in the famous song from “Carousel,” banks are in- 
deed busting out all over — especially around 86th Street, where 
one block has six banks. 

“All of these banks are taking over Bay Ridge,” said a small 
business owner on Third Avenue. “I’m telling you, in 10 years, 
you will be walking down these streets and everything you 
know will be gone and you will see nothing but banks.” 
Everything I know will be gone? Nothing but banks? 

Recent media accounts have followed the same story line: 
Bay Ridge’s innocence is being stolen by the nameless, faceless 
cooperate blob that swallows Moms and Pops indiscriminately 
in pursuit of profit. 

“I don’t know what their global plans are,” said Happy Pets 
owner and Tiffany’s Diner neighbor Jason. “But we certainly 
don’t need a bank on every block.” 

But Yellow Hooker has to ask: If the banks are coming, 
couldn’t it possibly be because, um, we need banks? 

Indeed, if the fear on the street was backed up by reality, 
wouldn’t banks be running from — not to — our community? 
How could such a contradiction exist? 

“People just like to complain, but without all these banks 
competing, we would be screwed by high fees,” said local advo- 
cate and community board member Allen Bortnick. 

“Besides, Commerce Bank is open seven days a week — that 
means Sunday, too.” 

So as far as I was concerned, “Banksteria” had been de- 
bunked. 

Then I heard the news: Griswold’s had been sold to become 
— that’s right, you guessed it — a BANK! 

“We are having an engineer come by [this week] to look the 
place over — and after the Super Bowl that should be it,” said 
my source inside the restaurant. 

In a word: “Nooooooooooooooo!” No more Friday night rib 
dates! No more $11.99 brunch deals on Sunday! 

This isn’t mere Banksteria. This is the real thing! 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Thank goodness we have state Sen. Marty Golden protecting 
the Verrazano Bridge from would-be parachutists. One day after a 
judge freed a guy who jumped off the Empire State Building, Golden 
announced a bill to close a legal loophole that seemed to allow for 
such jumping. . . . Jabar Albihani was honored by CB 10 for sav- 
ing a young neighbor having a seizure. Albrihani was so good, he 
could even save Pat Russo’s political future, one local wag joked. 
... Rep. Nydia Velazquez secured $550,000 for Lutheran Med- 
ical Center’s neo-natal care unit Wow, that’s almost half of the golden 
parachute secured by another hospital’s outgoing CEO! . . . Strange 
bedfellows? The Islamic Society of Bay Ridge and the Inter- 
national Socialist Organization will be bussing protesters to 
Washington to protest the war in Iraq and the “occupation of Palestine” 
on Jan. 27. No word on whether the commies will fund a separate bus 
trip to protest the notion that a “Socialist” organization would charge 
$35 to get to D.C. ... Bob Costas — beloved HBO sportscaster, son 
of Queens, short yet genial man — won Xaverian High School's 
coveted Joe DiMaggio award last week for his commitment to Amer- 
ica’s children. No, he isn’t announcing Little League games. He’s 
raised millions for children’s health. ... Rev. Samuel "Billy" 
Kyles, a great friend of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., and one of the 
last people to see him alive, dropped by Poly Prep Country Day 
School for a King Day celebration last week. . . . Screech! Our friends 
at Massey Knakal (friends? Hey, how about finding us a house we 
can afford!) tell us that the guy who owns the land underneath Giuf- 
fre Hyundai and Mazda of Bay Ridge is selling the property 
right out from under the car dealer. The 10,000-square-foot lot — be- 
tween Fourth and Fifth avenues — is on sale for a cool $3 million. 
Giuffre’s lease runs through 2014. Can you say, ‘Buyout”? 

Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 



Ridge blogs in smackdown 



Photo op of the week 

Councilman Vince Gentile (D-Bay Ridge) forgets everything his mother told him 
as he manhandles an oversized pair of scissors to cut the ribbon on a new gym 
at PS 170 on Sixth Avenue. Joining Vinny Scissorhands on Wednesday were 
(from left) District 20 Superintendent Ed Seto, Community Education Council 
President Carlo Scissura and an unidentified student. Five other area schools got 
funding through Gentile's office for similar capital projects. 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Two rival Bay Ridge blogs 
reached the one-mMon-hit landmark 
this month — and promptly started 
attacking each other. 

The online chat forums — bayridge. 
com and bayridgetalk.com — just can’t 
seem to get along. 

It all started when John Malloy got 
kicked off bayridge.com a few times 
last summer — “for no reason at all,” 
he claims. 

“I wanted to participate in a local 
online forum and this guy [the site’s 
administrator] was just banning anyone 
he didn’t like,” said Malloy, who retal- 
iated by starting bayridgetalk.com and 
posting a new cyberspace Bill of Rights. 
That was when the cyber-fur started to 
fly. 

“John, it will NOT work,” the ad- 
ministrator from bayridge.com posted 
at the time. “I can’t wait to say I told 
you so (I am one of those). So if [the 
rest of] you want to curse your ass off, 
call each other names, use ethnic slurs, 
just head on over there and enjoy, 
folks.” 

But eight months later, it looks like 
both sites are here to stay — and one 
local official has taken notice. 

“I like to check both sites,” Com- 
munity Board 10 District Manage 
Josephine Beckmann said. “That’s 
where I first heard about the bed-bug 
epidemic.” — Matthew Lysiak 


Shadows decries witch hunt 


By Matthew Lysiak 


A lawyer for the controver- 
sial Club Shadows went on 
the offensive this week, call- 
ing local officials’ attempt to 
shut down the Third Avenue 
nightspot a “witch hunt” and 
vowing to beat them when the 
club’s case comes before state 
officials. 

“This is a witch hunt and 
neighborhood hysteria brought 
about by misinformed group of 
churchgoers who mistakenly 
thought Shadows was a strip 
club, and perpetuated by a 
politician who only knows how 
to pander,” said William 
Spanakos, the lawyer. 

The “politician” in this story 
is Councilman Vince Gentile 
(D-Bay Ridge), who unfairly 
targeted Club Shadows after 
mistakenly thinking it was go- 
ing to open as a strip club, 
Spanakos said. 

State Liquor Authority in- 
spectors did find flies in several 
booze bottles at Club Shadows’ 
opening in November. 

“What happened [was] that 
the rumors of the strippers 
fumed out to be false and this 
pandering Gentile is still trying 
to cash in,” Spanakos said. “He 
brought the SLA in, they in- 
spected every bottle in our 
place and find a few flies. 

“Are you kidding me?” 
Spanakos added. “Do you 
know how many bottles in Bay 
Ridge have one or two flies? 
This man is a joke.” 

Joke or no joke, the charges 
still stand. 


“These are serious charges 
and he is going to have to an- 
swer to community,” Gentile 
told The Brooklyn Paper. 

The club remains at risk of 
losing its liquor license pending 
the outcome of the charges, said 
SLA spokesman Bill Crowley. 

“They have two real op- 
tions,” Crowley said. “They 
could make a plea agreement or 
go before a judge.” 

Club Shadows got on com- 
munity radar screens only after 
sign featuring a curvy silhouette 
and the words “exotic dancers” 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Victory Memorial Hospital 
has offered to amputate one of 
its most important units in 
hopes of keeping the embattled 
hospital open. 

“Victory will change, but it 
will not close,” vowed spokes- 
man Gerald McKelvey. 

He said the facility will phase 
out its 150 in-patient beds, yet 
continue to operate its nursing 
home and ambulatory care serv- 

The latest move is an effort 
to thwart a November recom- 


appeared on the club, which is 
on Third Avenue between 90th 
and 91st streets. 

But the strippers never mate- 
rialized, and owner Joseph Do- 
movsky insisted it was only a 
misunderstanding. But Gentile 
showed up at the opening with 
SLA officers, who issued the 
famous fly citation. 

A more serious charge of not 
having a properly registered 
liquor license is also pending. 

“Not having [it] could possi- 
bly result in revoking the li- 
cense,” Crowley added. 


mendation by a state commis- 
sion to close most operations at 
the hospital, which was coming 
off a troubled year in which it 
declared bankruptcy and gave a 
former CEO a $1.1 -million 
golden parachute. 

But there’s no guarantee that 
this latest concession will buy 
the hospital time. 

specifics, but we’re certainly 
w illin g to talk to facilities,” said 
Marc Carey, a spokesman for 
the state Health Department. 
“On the other hand, the Com- 
mission has the force of law, 


Spanakos countered: “More 
witch hunts. There is a valid li- 
cense on the premises, but it is 
in transition and we have sub- 
mitted a name change to abide 
by the law. 

“We are exercising our rights 
with the SLA,” Spanakos 
added. 

It is you newspaper people, 
who are in love with sensation- 
al stories and splash front pages 
with nonsense, that have made 
this a story — and that pander- 
ing Gentile is quick to follow.” 


and I don’t think there’s much 
wiggle room in there.” 

And even if there was wiggle 
room, Victory’s supporters 
weren’t sure they wanted to see 
the hospital trim its services so 
drastically. 

“If Victory closes [in-patient] 
care, it will no longer be a hos- 
pital,” said John Quaglione, the 
spokesman for state Sen. Marty 
Golden (R-Bay Ridge). 

Golden had made the preser- 
vation of the hospital one of his 
New Year’s resolutions. 

— Dana Rubinstein 


Emergency surgery the Rx 
for Victory Memorial Hospital 
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PHARMACY & SURGICAL 

□CraWM . 2064 Flatbush Ave. • (718) 377-4900 


Fast Alterations 
Dry Cleaning 



Tailor J, Inc. 

278 73rd St. 
(718) 833-8725 

tailorj.com 
Mon-Sat: 8:00am-7pm 


Mailbox Suites 

2 months FREE! 

when you purchase 10 months @ $ 14.98/mo. 

plus FREE incoming fax service 


1,000 BUSINESS CARDS - $40 


fed Authorized FedEx Shipping Center I 
1 Ground & Express FedEx Air pick up 7pm daily (Sat. @ 2pm) f 


Fitness Trainers 

Female Only. Wanted for new Dyker 
Heights gym for women. Call Nick at 
( 718 ) 986 - 1823 . 



HIGH 

TRAFFIC AREA 

• MODERN BUILDING 

• EXCELLENT FRONTAGE’S 

on Victory Blvd. 

• CUSTOMER PARKING 

• BEAUTIFULLY landscaped. 

• Near busy intersection. 

• On commuter route to Expwy. 

• Sizeable residential population nearby 

• 4,936 TOTAL SQ. FT. Will Subdivide. 

Own A Home Realty 718-370-8800 


WE CAN 
RE-NAME 
TO YOUR 
BRANDING 
NEEDS! 


WWW.OW1 


nahomexpress.c 


Loose Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the “Mini-Implant System” placed in 
less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 
As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 
on ABC & Fox News 



• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverage) 


Dr. Tony is recognized ai 

*0NLy"$495 

FOR DENTURE! 

Limited Time Offer 
'with a puchase of MDI 


of the Mini Dental Implant. 


-‘■V 


Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718-833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge • 1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www. oraldentalcare. com 



“It’s true! Business has 
been great since I 
started advertising in 
The Brooklyn Paper.” 


The Brooklyn Paper 

(718) 834-9350 

ads@brooklynpaper.com 
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Puppy Paradise .com 

2082 Flatbush Ave. Bklyn, NY 








Un-Christian words 
in churchyard brawl 


The Brooklyn Paper 


The fight to stop Gethsemane Church’s sale of its garden 
has expanded beyond the cash-strapped congregation to a lo- 
cal real-estate broker involved in the sale. 

New flyers have gone up around the churchyard at Seventh 
Avenue and 10th Street urging Park Slopers to “boycott Betan- 
court,” the agency that the unsigned flyer calls “the broker who 
betrayed the South Slope.” 


Boycott Betancourt 


“Betancourt and Associ- 
ates ... is planning to destroy 
the churchyard park ... to de- 
velop another one of the over- 
sized condominium monsters 
that have been invading Park 
Slope recently.” 

The real-estate agency is, 
indeed, buying the church- 
yard for several million dol- 
lars — but has promised that 
the building will not be out of 
scale from its low-rise neigh- 

The flyer was so inflam- 
matory that other opponents 
of the sale of the churchyard 
have distanced themselves from it. 

“FYI, the new poster up in the neighborhood is NOT from 
this Churchyard Preservation Group,” Peggy Cyphers, who is 
leading a group that hopes to either buy the lot from the church 
or block the sale, wrote in a mass email. 

Rev. Liz Alexander, who runs the Presbyterian parish, says 
the yard must be sold so that the church can continue serving its 
congregation, which consists mostly of recently released prison- 
ers and the families of people in jail. — Cersh Kuntzman 


LOOK GREAT, SEE GREAT! 


Specialists on Staff: 

Kevin S. Meyers, M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Colman, O.D., Optometry 
Tatyana Gal insky, O.D. 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 



9 th Street OpticaC 


332 9th Street • Brooklyn 

(between 5th & 6th Ave.) 


(718) 965-2545 


One stop shopping 
for all your 

hardware needs , u 
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GE Light 
Bulbs 9 " 

4 Pock -$1.59 

Semi-Gloss Paint 

1 Gallon - $9.99 


MORt! ig -n 

£7 

— 


Prospect Hardware (718) 788-7100 

517 7th Avenue (near 1 7th St.) Park Slope, Brooklyn 
Mon-Fri: 7:30am ■ 5pm • • Corporate Accounts Welcome 



The Haven For Stuttering 


offers treatment for stutterers of all ages 
utilizing proven methods for maximum satisfaction 
WE SPECIALIZE IN: WE PROVIDE: 

• Customized Goals &Treatment Plans • Free Support Groups 
■ Brfcradng Cognitive & Behavioral Factors Refresher Sessions 
a Family Counseling ■ Educational Resources 


TAKE YOUR FIRST STEP. HELPING MAKE DREAMS COME TRUE! 


, The David Berg Lecture Series Presents ^ 

From Keser to Malchus: bh 

UNCOVERING 

CHASSIDISM 


A 10-Week series 
on Chassidism 
from the Besht 
to The Rebbe: 
Its History, 
Philosphy, and 
Impact on the 
21st Century 
with Rabbi 
Aaron L. Raskin 


Knowedge 
of Hebrew is 
not required 


“Tzemach Tzedek" (1789-1866), 3rd Luhaviteher Rebbe. 


ab” (1860-1920), 5th Lubavitcher Rebbe. 


i Yosef Yitzchak Schneersohn, 
the “Rebbe Rayatz: (1880-1950) aka der frierdiker Rebbe 
(“the previous Rebbe”). 6th Lubavitcher Rebbe. 


! Congregation B'nai Avraham 

117 Remsen Street - Brooklyn, NY 1 1 201 
(718) 596-4840 Ext.18 


No excuses! Gym 
rats are robbed 


By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Two people working out at 
the gym got hit where it hurts 
— and not by their boxing 
partners. 

Two thieves netted nearly 
$7,000 in cash and goods in 
separate robberies at the Crunch 
gym on Flatbush Avenue, cops 

Both victims said they se- 
cured their lockers before work- 
ing out, and returned to find 
their stuff gone. In both cases, 
the locks did not appear to have 
been tampered with, and there 
was no damage to the lockers 
themselves. 

In the first theft, on Ian. 13, a 
28-year-old victim ended his 
workout at 4:30 pm and found 
his $300 jacket, $400 phone 
and $400 watch missing. 

Eight days later, a second 
health nut said she lost $5,700 
worth of property — including 
a $1,600 bag and $2,400 Her- 
mes watch — around noon. 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


(718) 638-3343 


POLICE BLOTTER 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 

603 Stl johns Place 

638-6583 


Services: 7:15 Morning Minyan 
Shabbat: Fri Sundown Sat 9:30am 

CLASSES/EVENTS/HOLIDAYS 

www.parkslopeshul.org ^ 


Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 

718-875-9124 

Friday Eve Services 6:30pm 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin 
www.bnaiavraham.com 

Candle 

Lighting 

Bo 

Fri., January 26, before 4:47pm 

Tu B'Shevat Beshalach 

Fri., February 2, before 4:56pm 


Out late 

Talk about a bad hangover. A 
young woman walking home 
from a night out on the town on 
Jan. 15 was jumped from be- 
hind and robbed. 

The 25-year-old was walking 
back to her Sixth Avenue apart- 
ment, near Garfield Street, at 4 
am, when an assailant jumped 
her from behind, grabbed her 
throat and said, “I won’t hurt 
you. Just give me your money.” 

The thug didn’t brandish a 
weapon, but managed to get 
away with $530 worth in cash, 
jewelry and a cellphone. 

Bank heist 

A man in a green fedora 
robbed a Fifth Avenue bank on 
Jan. 17 armed with nothing but 
exclamation marks. 

The thief walked into the 
bank, at the comer of 11th 
Street, at 5:45 pm, and passed a 
teller a note that read, “Give me 
the money and nobody will get 
hurt!!! Right now!” 

The thief got away with 
more than $1,500. Police said 
the robber was a 6-foot white 
man with green eyes and that 
jaunty hat. 

Catwalk burglar 

A fire escape is supposed to 
provide a safe route out of a 
dangerous situation, but for one 
Park Slope homeowner, it cre- 
ated one instead. 

The 46-year-old woman re- 
turned to her Prospect Park 
West apartment at around 11:30 
am on Jan. 14 to discover that a 
cat burglar had used the fire es- 
cape to enter and help himself 
to her laptop, digital video cam- 
era and a $500 amethyst ring. 

The woman’s neighbors did- 
n’t notice anything. 

Go fish 

A Japanese restaurant on 
Seventh Avenue learned a valu- 
able lesson in alarm system 
maintenance on Jan. 17. 

Thieves broke the lock on 
the front door and stole $100 in 
coins, aided in part by a broken 
alarm system. 


Cyclone 

contest 

The Brooklyn Paper 

And now playing for the 
Brooklyn Cyclones — hun- 
dreds of kids. 

The team that brought base- 
ball back to Brooklyn will spon- 
sor 60 youth league teams this 
summer, donating uniforms, 
caps and other equipment as part 
of a program called STRIKE 
(Striving To Restore and Im- 
prove Kids Equipment). Win- 
ning teams will wear a Cyclones 
uniform all season. 

To apply, call (718) 449- 
8497, or email info@brooklyn- 
cyclones.com with the subject 
line "uniforms." The deadline 
is Feb. 9. 


Bobcatting 

Car theft was apparently too 
boring for one would-be joyrid- 

A construction site on the 
comer of Fourth Avenue and 
Warren Street was ripped off on 
Jan. 13 when the lock on the 
gate was broken and a Bobcat 

The site’s foreman discov- 
ered the theft of the $36,000 
forklift when he came in to 
work two days later. 

Give me air 

Thieves broke into a fancy 
Mazda on Lincoln Place on Jan. 
19, but took only the airbags. 

The owner had parked the 
2006 model near Nevins Street. 

Cab unfare 

A cab driver lost his liveli- 
hood — his cab — to thieves 
on Jan. 14. 

The man’s yellow taxi was 
stolen from in front of his apart- 
ment on Fourth Avenue and 
Fifth Street at around 9 am. 

Cops are on the lookout for a 
2004 Ford Crown Victoria with 
the license plate 5Y26A. 



Residents of 1 1th Street are facing more congestion when a third engine company joins 
the two already on the block, between Seventh and Eighth avenues. 

Sound the alarm! 

11th St getting another firetruck 


By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Residents of 11th Street are 
sounding the alarm over a Fire 
Department plan to temporari- 
ly relocate another engine 
company alongside the two 
fire units on the block. 


Ladder Company 122 and 
Engine Company 220 already 
call 11th Street home. And 
starting as early as next month, 
Engine 239, whose Fourth Av- 
enue digs are being renovated, 
will join the party for up to 15 
months. 

Neighbors on 11th Street be- 


^ Brooklyn’s Best ^ 

HOTEL 

Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities 
Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 



tween Seventh and Eighth av- 
enues are seeing red (and not 
just because there are already so 
many FDNY vehicles parked 
on the block). 

“Our quality of life is going 
to be incredibly disrupted,” said 
resident Alan Horlick. 

“Not only that, but this was a 
unilateral decision by the 
FDNY, and they didn’t tell any- 

Craig Hammerman at Com- 
munity Board 6 confirmed that 
the board “only got a cursory, 
brief notice.” 

“There was no invitation to 
discuss the issue or talk about 
alternatives,” said Hammer- 
man, the CB6 district manager. 
“That showed a certain amount 
of insensitivity.” 

Neighbors are mostly con- 
cerned about the added noise 
from a third fire company on 
the block, and the safety of their 
kids around the fire trucks, 
which, by design, tend to speed 
towards emergencies. 

Parking is also a big issue 
(what a surprise). 

“Sometimes I have to circle 
for 30 minutes to find some- 
place to park,” said Horlick. 
“And it’s just going to get 

More than a dozen parking 
spaces on the block are already 
set aside for firefighters. 

CB6 reacted to the firestorm 
by denying an FDNY request to 
set aside more “Official Use” 
parking spaces on the block. 

For its part, the FDNY is 
standing firm on its decision. 

“We are trying to accomplish 
this building renovation with 
minimal impact on the people 
they serve,” said Seth Andrews, 
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“The firehouse on the 11th 
Street is the next best thing.” 
Andrews also said the 
FDNY “sent out letters on Aug. 
14, 2006 to every community 
board in the area — more than 
is required to keep everyone in 
the loop.” 

FDNY officials will be present 
at the next Park Slope Civic 
Council meeting on Feb. 1 at 7:30 
pm at Methodist Hospital (506 
Sixth St. at Seventh Avenue). Call 
(718) 832-8227 for information. 


Now is the Time 
Make the decision that will change your life. 

The Lutheran Medical Center Surgical Weight Loss Institute 

Open House 

Featuring: 

George S. Ferzli, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

Chair of the Department of Surgery at Lutheran Medical Center 
New York Magazine’s “Top Doctors, 1998-2006” 

Armando E. Castro, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

^ Vice Chair of the Department of Surgery at Lutheran Medical Center 
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• HEAR STORIES FROM ACTUAL PATIENTS 

• LEARN ABOUT THE SUPPORT SERVICES WE OFFER 

Lutheran Medical Center is proud to be named a Bariatric Surgery Center of Excellence 
by the American Society for Bariatric Surgery while holding a Level 1 Accreditation from the American College of Surgeons. 
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2 thugs pick on girl on Colonial Rd. 


By Dana Rubinstein 
and Michael Giardina 

The Brooklyn Paper 


68th Precinct 


Didn’t Momma always say, 
“Don’t punch girls”? 

Two young men walked up 
to a woman on the morning of 
Jan. 16 and slugged her because 
they wanted her cellphone. 

The 18-year-old victim was 
talking on her cell at the comer 
of Colonial Road and 85th 
Street when the two men ap- 
proached. After the unprovoked 
zinger, one grabbed the $200 
Motorola Sidekick and fled to- 
ward Fifth Avenue. 

Church rob 

God forbid you leave your 
belongings at your desk — in a 
church! — to take a bathroom 
break. A woman mistakenly 
thought her belongings would 
be safe while she ran to the 
johnon Jan. 18. 

When the 38-year-old victim 
returned to her desk at the 
parish, which is on Fourth Av- 
enue and 73rd Street, she dis- 
covered she’d been robbed. 

The quick-moving robber 
stole her $300 Gucci sunglasses, 
her $425 Burberry red leather 
purse, her $250 Burberry yellow 
canvas wallet, house keys, $40, 
and credit cards. 

The victim told cops she would 
try to turn the other cheek. 


Laptops lost 

Two laptops were stolen 
about a dozen blocks apart on 
Jan. 17. 

In the first case, a Queens 
resident returned to his car to 
discover that its passenger-side 
front window had been smashed 
and his computer stolen. 

The 32-year-old victim also 
lost two cellphones and a $150 
Sirius satellite radio from the 
black Dodge Charger, which had 
been parked on 78th Street be- 
tween Fourth and Fifth avenues. 

Later that afternoon, a man 
returned to his gray Jeep Chero- 
kee and found the lock on pas- 
senger-side front door lock 
been broken, and his Dell lap- 
top and $500 global positioning 
system stolen. 

The 31 -year-old victim had 
parked his car on Third Avenue 
at 92nd Street. 

eBay scam 

A Bay Ridgite thought he’d 
scored a 1969 Chevy Camaro 
for $8,000 on eBay. It turned all 
he’d bought was humble pie. 

After transferring $8,000 
from his Citibank account to 
the seller’s account, the 72nd 
Street resident got some bad 
news via email: the supposed 
seller was using the online auc- 
tion site as a front. 

Needless to say, the victim 
never got his Camaro. Nor did 
he get his money back. But he 
did report the crime to the po- 
lice on Jan. 15. 


62nd Precinct 


Dancing broke 

Practice makes perfect, but 

A woman dancing her heart 
out had her purse snatched in- 
side a Bath Avenue studio. 

The woman had left her purse 
unattended in the dance studio, 
which is between Bay 13th and 
Bay 14th street on Jan. 19. At 
around 6:30 pm, a thief sneaked 
into the room stole her pocket- 
book and fled, police said. 

The creep took her jewelry, 
credit and debit cards. There 
were no witnesses, police said. 

Roof robber 

A local supermarket and 
nearby bagel store were the vic- 
tims of a string of recent burgla- 
ries on 20th Avenue. 

On Jan. 17, a crook cut a 
hole in the roof of the bagel 
store, which is at 64th Street, 
and left with $14,000 in goods 
and cash. 

Four days later, a grocery 
store at the comer of 72nd 
Street was the victim of a simi- 
lar crime involving a similar 
mode of entry. 

In that case, cops don’t know 
how much cash was stolen. The 
store is still adding it all up. 

Locked out 

A married couple returned to 
their West Seventh Street apart- 
ment to find themselves locked 



out on Jan. 19 — but it wasn’t 
because they forgot their keys. 

A thief had broken into the 
apartment, which is between 
Avenue P and Avenue O, and 
locked the security chain on the 
front door, police said. 

Eventually, the wife entered 


through the side window and 
discovered $2,000 was missing 
from the ransacked home. 

Early birds 

A thief broke into a 14th Av- 
enue home and stole $28,000 
sometime after 7 am on Jan. 16, 
cops said. 
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Parkway bandit 

A convenience store owner 
was held at gunpoint and robbed 
of $1,300 at 3 am on Jan. 21. 

Police say a thug wearing a 
black mask entered the store, on 
Bay Parkway at West Seventh 
Street, and threw a black plastic 
bag on the counter. 

“I need the money, I’m sor- 
ry,” he said several times. But 
when the owner refused, the 
main pulled his gun from his 
waist and said, “I’m not jok- 
ing.” The victim complied and 
put the money in the plastic bag. 

Price of beauty 

Looking good can cost a lot. 

Three customers of a Bay 
Parkway nail salon learned that 
on Jan. 19 after crooks entered 
at around 10 pm, waved guns, 
and forced the women into a small 
room in the rear of the store. 

In all, the thieves got away 
with $3,000 from the women 
and the store, which is at 70th 
Street. 

Mugged! 

An elderly woman was 
mugged while entering her ap- 
artment on Avenue P on Jan. 18. 

The 83-year-old woman was 
rushed from behind at around 9 
pm as she attempting to open the 
door to her home, which is near 
West Third Street. The thief cov- 
ered her mouth with his hand, 
and then threw her to the floor. 

Fie swiped her purse, which 
held $656, police said. 




Smelly smackdown! 


Vinnie and Vito get their noses out of joint 


Lights! Camera! inaction! 

The Brooklyn Heights and DUMBO waterfront was packed as star-gazers hoped to catch a glimpse of actor Will Smith, whc 


The Brooklyn Heights and DUMBO waterfront was packed as star-gazers hoped to catch a glimpse of actor Will Smith, who 
was filming his new action picture, "I am Legend." But the former Fresh Prince was nowhere to be found — and, in fact, all 
the "action" took place in Manhattan. The movie is about a man who saves the world from post-apocalyptic vampires (oh, 
another reality show). 

Drunk driver takes 
boy’s leg 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Councilman Vince Gentile 
and Rep. Vito Fossella haven’t 
always seen things eye to eye 
— and now you can add their 
noses into the equation. 

While Gentile (D-Bay 
Ridge) is still fuming about the 
city’s slow response to the stink 
at the Owls Flead sewage treat- 
ment plant, Fossella (R-Bay 
Ridge) said the mayor and his 
Department of Environmental 
Protection have come out of the 
nasty fight smelling like roses. 

“The DEP has been less than 
forthright about the status of the 
plant,” Gentile told the mayor 
in a Jan. 16 letter. “They have 
failed in their commitment to 
the Bay Ridge community.” 

Gentile also questioned Hiz- 
zoner’s commitment to dealing 
with the odor problem “in a 
timely manner.” 

“As it currently stands, the 
[smell-fixing work] will not be 
completed until 2010, due, in 
part, to the DEP having fallen 
off its initial schedule,” Gentile 
wrote. “The residents in my dis- 
trict have been dealing with the 
odor problem ... for many 

But in politically fractured lem,” Fossella said in a press keeping its promise to Bay that Bloomberg is breaking his 

Bay Ridge, there are two sides release this week. Ridge to clear the air from commitments and acting negli- 

to every story — and Fossella Fossella did urge the DEP to Owls Head.” gently while keeping his prom- 

had his. Op the installation of the re- He claimed “recent action” by ises and acting quickly at the 

“I applaud Mayor Bloom- maining seven of nine sewage DEP would “help contain the foul same time, 

berg for agreeing to take imme- tank covers, but still commend- odors this spring and summer.” Thank goodness for the two- 

diate action to resolve this prob- ed Bloomberg and the DEP “for Taken together, it appears party system. 


Owls Head sewage treatment plant in Bay Ridge still smells. Councilman Vince Gentile says 
the city is dragging its feet in making repairs. Rep. Vito Fossella says the city has been responsive. 


A drunk driver slammed into an 1 1 -year-old boy and severed 
his foot as he made his way to school on Wednesday morning. 

Jackie Huang, a sixth grader, was crossing 65th Street and Fort 
Hamilton Parkway on his way to William McKinley JHS in Dyker 
Heights with his eighth-grade friend, Danny Lui, 13, when the in- 
toxicated driver of a Lexus ran a red light, slammed into a van, 
sending both cars into a third vehicle. 

Huang and Lui were thrown to the ground, Huang losing his foot 
and Lui suffering a broken elbow and other injuries, according to the 
Daily News. 

Police identified the driver as 29-year-old Jiankai Huang (no rela- 
tion to the boy). 

The sixth-grader was taken to Lutheran Medical Center. His sev- 
ered foot was also brought to the hospital, but it was unclear 
whether it could be reattached. 

Huang was arrested and charged with driving while intoxicated. 
Cops said he lost his license in 2003 for not having proper insur- 
ance. — Dana Rubinstein 


Downtown 9-11 
memorial fails 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A six-month effort to place a piece of modem art on the Prom- 
enade to memorialize the 9-11 attack has died. Cause of death: 
complete apathy. 

Heights resident Philip Ashby had campaigned to place a sculpture 
on the fabled waterfront esplanade as a memorial to New York’s worst 
day. But he dropped the idea this month when he realized that he was 
the only one who wanted it. 

“Nobody ever said no to me,” said Ashby, who lives on Pierre- 
pont Street. “But nobody was ever really on board either.” 

Ashby had asked English sculptor Sir Anthony Caro to design a 
piece that would not only be a fitting memorial, but “an icon for 
Brooklyn.” 

Caro “was very excited” and even sent some mock-ups, said Ash- 
by, who eventually had to give Caro the bad news: “I have failed in 
my quest.” 

The dream died, not with a bang of fiery protests but with a 
whimper — from Ashby. 

“Without some enthusiasm other than my own,” he said, “noth- 
ing will ever get done.” — Christie Rizk 
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Make the decision that will change your life . 
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George S. Ferzli, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
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New York Magazine’s “Top Doctors, 1998-2006” 
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by the American Society for Bariatric Surgery while holding a Level 1 Accreditation from the American College of Surgeons. 
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So long to the slime 

A spiffed-up Gowanus is closer to reality 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The area along and around 
the filthy Gowanus Canal 
would be reborn with a restau- 
rant atop the grimy Smith and 
Ninth street subway station, a 
public market under the viaduct 


near Lowe’s, “green” indus- 
tries, new homes and, of course, 
a clean-flowing waterway un- 
der a plan released by an area 
community group this week. 

The Gowanus Canal Commu- 
nity Development Corporation’s 
proposal outlines a vision for the 


city’s first environmentally sensi- 
tive community with a sustain- 
able mix of local industry, retail, 
and residential uses. 

“We want a San Antonio 
Riverwalk along the Gowanus,” 
said GCCD board member Buddy 
Scotto, who emphasized the need 
for more affordable housing in the 
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Brooklyn Riviera? 

The Gowanus Canal Community Development Corporation wants to fix the mess that 
is Gowanus. Its two-pronged approach calls for strengthening the industrial sector south 
of Third Street while expanding residential development north of it. The GCCDC pin- 
pointed particular sites (some are indicated below) that are prime for an overhaul. 



area, particularly for seniors. 

The Quixotic proposal — the 
latest in a decades-old effort to 
transform the area — calls for 
more residential development 
north of Third Street. 

The area south of Third Street 
would remain mostly industrial, 
with some retail and residential 

Specifically, the plan called 
for the redevelopment of several 
neighborhood trouble spots, in- 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Some toxic soil along the 
Gowanus Canal cannot be 
cleaned — but don’t worry, the 
increasingly hot properties near- 
by will still be safe for some 
people to live on, state engi- 
neers said this week. 

“It would be impossible to dig 
out the contaminants in their en- 
tirety,” Gardiner Cross, a Depart- 
ment of Environmental Con- 
servation engineer, told Com- 
munity Board 6 on Monday. 

Cross was on hand to share 
his cleanup plan for the so-called 
“Public Place,” a former gas 
manufacturing plant on the west 
bank of the canal, a site that 
many in the neighborhood hope 
to see redeveloped (see map). 

Cross and other environmental 
experts said the toxins will re- 
main, but will be too far under- 
ground to pose a health hazard. 

“The cleanup will be suffi- 
cient to support virtually any de- 
velopmenL” he said. 

Virtually. 

A quirk in state environmental 
law prevents formerly industrial 
sites from being redeveloped 
with farms or single-family 
homes — though, oddly, apart- 
ments and condos are allowed. 

The ban on farms is obvious, 


eluding the intersection of Smith 
and Ninth streets, a former gas 
manufacturing plant near Fifth 
Street that’s commonly known as 
the Public Place site, and Second 
Avenue’s industrial corridor. 

Of course, before Gowanus 
can become “green,” it will have 
to be decontaminated. The neigh- 
borhood’s long industrial history 
has left it much of it soaked with 
potential hazards. 

The report lists 10 “potential 


but the ban on single-family 
homes caused a stir at Monday’s 
otherwise calm meeting. 

“So renters can live there, but 
not homeowners?” asked Celia 
Cacace, a fiery CB6 member. 

Yes, and here’s the reason: in- 
dividual owners are less likely to 
report changes on the site that 
could damage the underground 
barriers that keep contaminated 
soil from moving, Cross said. 

“We don’t want someone dig- 
ging in their backyard for a swim- 
ming pool, or doing work on the 
basement without being careful of 
what’s down there,” Cross said. 

The DEC engineer is now di- 
recting cleanup of the former Key- 
span gas plant, a large site bounded 
by Fifth, Hoyt and Smith streets. 
The long-shuttered plant is in the 
early phases of a cleanup slated to 
result in the development of a pub- 
lic park and a mixed-income hous- 
ing complex (see main story). 

One area resident, Marlene 
Donnelly, said she was comfort- 
ed to hear that the land could be 
redeveloped, but worried about 
the safety of her own single-fam- 
ily home close to the canal on 
Sackett Street. 

“There are reasons that they 
barred single-family housing and 
farming from the site,” she said, 
ruefully. 


contaminants” in the neighbor- 
hood’s soil and water, from 
cyanide to mercury to PCBs. 

Aside from the substantial en- 
vironmental obstacles, these 
dreams for a better Gowanus will 
remain just that unless the Depart- 
ment of City Planning gets on 
board. So far, the agency’s re- 
sponse has been noncommittal. 

“In response to community 
requests, DCP will be conduct- 
ing a series of meetings, hosted 
by Community Board 6, to de- 
velop a zoning framework to 
guide future land use decisions 
in the Gowanus Canal area,” said 
Jennifer Torres, an agency 
spokeswoman. “This meeting is 
the beginning of a discussion 
and will be the first of many.” 

Scotto, for one, is less worried 
about the city’s tepid response 
than his own neighbors’ reaction. 

“My concern is that there are 
groups out there representing the 
old economy who will do every- 
thing they can to frustrate the 
process,” said Scotto, who has 
fought for the canal clean-up 
since the late 1960s. He still 
vows to swim the canal should it 
ever be de-contaminated. 

“Goddamnit, one of these 
days maybe I’ll be able to do 
that,” said Scotto. 


Corrections 

Our article about Whole 
Foods (“Verizon says toxic 
plume isn’t its fault,” Jan. 20) 
incorrectly referred to traffic ex- 
pert David Ball. He is actually 
president of BL Companies, the 
architectural firm designing the 
new Whole Foods store. 

Also, our story about the re- 
hiring of the Cyclones’ first man- 
ager, Edgar Alfonzo (“Thumbs 
up! Fonzie’s back to return Cy- 
clones to glory,” Jan. 13) mis- 
stated the conclusion of the Cy- 
clones’ 2001 championship 
season. Yes, the Cyclones did 
beat the Staten Island Yankees in 
the first round of the playoffs, 
but it was a two-games-to-one 
series victory, not a sweep. The 
Cyclones went on to win the first 
game of the final series against 
the Williamsport Crosscutters, 
but the remainder of the series 
was canceled as a result of the 
Sept. 11 attacks. 


Toxins? 

What toxins? 


'We cannot direct the windy 

but we can adjust the sails." 
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Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 5 boarding 

/\A 718 222-4900 

/,r ' N ^ 7am-I0pm weekdays, 9am-l0pm weekends 


2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 
web cams - waten your do? play 
curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 

multi-pet 6 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 



Seeking Food and Beverage Suppliers for Cruise Ships Directory 

New York City Economic Development Corporation (NYCEDC) is seeking 
Statements of Qualifications from New York city-based food and beverage 
supply and distribution businesses for listing in a directory (the "Directory") of 
such businesses for the cruise lines. 


Upcoming Events 
at Sunrise Senior Living 
in Brooklyn 

Featuring door prizes and light refreshments 


You are invited to join us at either of our 
Brooklyn communities for our annual 
Super Bowl party. Watch the game, nibble 
on snacks and enjoy the company of 
residents, family and friends. 

February is Heart Health Month, so join 
us for healthy tips on maintaining your heart 
health. Blood pressure screenings will be 
available to all attendees. 

Sunrise Senior Living is committed to furthering 
the knowledge of senior living topics through 
events and seminars designed to help and inform 


EVENT DETAILS 


Annual 

Super Bowl Party 

Sunday, January 28 
1 1 :00am-3:00pm 
Heart Health 
Presentation 

Saturday, February 10 
and Sunday, February 1 1 
1 1 :00am-3:00pm 


Responses are due no later than 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, March 14, 2007. 

Submission guidelines and requirements are outlined in the SOQ and available to 
download at www.nycedc.com/RFP, or for pick-up at NYCEDC, 110 William 
Street, 6th Floor, New York, NY, Monday - Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 


STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS 


seniors and their caregivers. 


Sunrise W 

Senior Living mw 
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Sunrise at Mill Basin 71 8-444-2600 5905 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234 

Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay 71 8-616-1850 221 1 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11235 


For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Name ‘park’ for a hero 


B ROOKLYN missed a great opportunity 
when Bruce Ratner sold the naming rights to 
his Nets arena to a foreign bank with no con- 
nection to the borough. 

It’s regrettable that Ratner did not find a way to 
name his sports arena after Brooklyn Dodger Jackie 
Robinson, choosing instead to partner with a bank 
with links to slavery. 

We must not allow the same mistake to be 
made at another major development site near by. 

That’s why The Brooklyn Paper is calling for 
the condo-and-open space development that is 
being built along the Brooklyn Heights and 
DUMBO waterfront to be named “Harriet Tub- 
man Park.” 

Like the squandered opportunity at Atlantic 
Yards, the so-called Brooklyn Bridge Park offers 
a historic chance to honor a great American in a 
perfect location. The Fulton Landing area is be- 
lieved to be a site through which fugitive slaves 
sought passage along Tubman’s “underground 
railroad,” on their way to safer areas to the north. 
And the site has a commanding view of the 


Statue of Liberty, the nation’s greatest 
symbol of freedom. 

A campaign a few years ago to re- 
name Fulton Street in Tubman’s hon- 
or fizzled and the city ended up only 
co-naming a portion of the street af- 
ter her. We felt then, as we do now, 
that a portion of Fulton Street was 
an inadequate choice because New 
York should honor Tubman in a 
place of the highest visibility — to 
reflect that she is a hero for all 
Americans, not just African- Amer- 

It is a shame that great Ameri- 
cans are frequently honored only 
by their own racial group. Mal- 
colm X, Marcus Garvey and Martin Luther King 
Jr., for instance, have streets named after them in 
Harlem and Bedford-Stuyvesant even though 
their contributions to American history are a 
legacy for all of us. 

Harriet Tubman was a modem-day Moses. An 


escaped slave, she returned re- 
peatedly to pre-Emancipation 
Maryland to rescue, by her esti- 
mate, 7,000 slaves. She later be- 
came a spy for the North during 
the Civil War and even helped plan 
a raid that freed 750 more human 

The naming of “Harriet Tubman 
Park” would not only raise the pro- 
file of this great American hero, but 
also undo some of the damage Rat- 
ner has done with his insensitive 
partnership with a bank founded on 
profits made from the blood of the 
human beings Tubman devoted her 


Like Barclays’, America has an ugly history with 
slavery, and, as the saying goes, those who don’t 
know history are condemned to repeat its mistakes. 

Naming Brooklyn Bridge Park after Harriet 
Tubman would go a long way towards stopping 
that cycle of ignorance. 




LETTERS 


Ratner’s ‘blood money’ fills Paper’s mailbox 


The Brooklyn Paper 


Smackdown! 


BLOOD MONEY 


Last week's front page. 


To the editor, 

Your headline on Bmce Ratner’s deal 
with Barclays Bank over the naming of 
his proposed arena (“Blood Money — 
Ratner pockets hundreds of millions from 
British bank tied to slave trade, apartheid,” 
Jan. 20) grossly crossed the line. 

I have noticed that your paper has taken a 
very non-|oumalistic stance towards the At- 
lantic Yards development, but this was too 

Yes, the various points you raised in your 
article are relevant, but, as journalists, aren’t 
you supposed to let your readers form their 
own opinions from the facts presented by 
responsible reporting? 

Clearly, your only intention was to fur- 
ther your individual viewpoint against At- 
lantic Yards. I know that the anti- Atlantic 
Yards side will go to any length to further its 
cause, but this was particularly shameful! 

Terrence J. Allen, Prospect Heights 

Ditto that 

To the editor, 

So, way back in the 1700s, the Barclays 
people were involved in slave trade! And, a 
few centuries later, they were working with 
the Nazis to rip off the Jewish folk caught 
up in the Holocaust. After that, Barclays 
was involved in dealing with the apartheid 
government of South Africa. That sounds 
pretty rotten on the part of Barclays. 


You likened the Barclays deal to some- 
one building an arena in heavily Jewish 
Borough Park and naming it Volkswagen 
Field. Why did you go with a relatively in- 
expensive Volkswagen when you could 
choose an elegant Daimler product like a 
Mercedes-Benz? 

I bet that in Brooklyn, there are more 
Jewish folks than any other ethnic group 
who own Adolf Hider’s beloved Benz. Just 
look in the driveways of the mansions on 
and off Ocean Parkway around the Avenue 
R neighborhood. Almost every driveway 
has a Benz or BMW in it! And, these folks 
are observant Jewish people. They seem to 
have overcome certain feelings about Ger- 
man-made products, wouldn’t you agree? 
Perhaps, time heals all wounds. 


You also didn’t mention 
that the modem state of Is- 
rael did business with the 
apartheid state of South 
Africa — even after the 
United Nations attempted 
to isolate that regime. 

So picking on Barclays 
in the year 2007 would 
seem to put you out of step 
with modem times. If they 
want to pay millions for 
their name to be placed on 
a stadium, who cares? Let’s 
just take their money. Who 
else is going to hand over to 
Kings County such a windfall? 

Vigor Eriksson, Bay Ridge 
Point of information: The naming rights 
money goes to developer Bruce Ratner, 
not to the people of Kings County. 

Blame Ratner 

To the editor, 

People who thought that Bmce Ratner 
had their best interests in mind were fooled 
by him and by their own ignorance. 

Barclays shouldn’t be blamed for entering 
into a business deal with Ratner. Blame Rat- 
ner and the people who allowed him to pro- 
ceed with his project. 

Brian Schnabel, Bay Ridge 



Alzheimer’s care begins with 
what’s been forgotten. 


Each senior has a history that makes them 
a unique individual. The best approach 
to Alzheimer’s care begins with understanding 
the stories and details of a senior’s life. 

Knowing our seniors better means we can 
help them attain what we call “pleasant days” 
by finding activities they can enjoy and be 
successful at. We do this in specially designed 


surroundings that are both safe and nurturing, 
where who they are is never forgotten. 

Visit or call Sunrise Senior Living of Staten 
Island today for more information about 
Alzheimer’s disease and other forms of 
memory impairment, as well as other senior 
living options. 




T^IGNITY 

rH QME Care 


Sunrise. 

Senior Living 



& 


Sunrise of Staten Island • 71 8-727-8498 

801 Narrows Road North, Staten Island, NY 10304 
For information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com 


Brooklyn’s soul 

To the editor, 

The Brooklyn Paper’s coverage of the At- 
lantic Yard development has been, and still 
remains, an essential voice of fairness and 
balance in this debate. 

The Brooklyn Paper’s disclosure to the 
public of relevant facts puts The Paper in a 
minority media position. In fact, so few me- 
dia outlets are even covering the opposition 
to the project. 

The New York Times, the supposed me- 
dia steward for the city, has only given lip 
service to the issues, and the New York 
Post’s harsh op-ed tone is outrageously 
mean-spirited. The opponents to this project 
are essentially fighting this battle alone, dis- 
missed by the general news media, borough 
president, mayor, former governor, and 
many fellow New Yorkers. 

The Atlantic Yards development is a fight 
for property rights and the soul of Brooklyn. 
This collective Brooklyn soul, I believe, is 
based on cultural and economic diversity, 
fundamental fairness, and a toughness to fight 
for justice and what one believes is right. 

The question then becomes, is this soul for 
sale? Conceived by Ratner and supported by 
many government officials with questionable 
personal ties to him, Atlantic Yards will for- 
ever change the face, and soul, of Brooklyn. 

The people who are currently living in the 
area to be taken by eminent domain and by 
redevelopment are certainly angered. Who 
gave Ratner the right to take their homes? 

The people who worked hard to revitalize 
this section of Brooklyn, starting in the 
1970s, are certainly angered. Who gave Rat- 
ner the right to use his political power to 


muscle out our claim? 

The people who moved to Brooklyn and 
planted roots in recent years are certainly 
angered. 

The Barclays deal shows that a few pieces 
of silver can buy the soul of Brooklyn. What’s 
for sale next, Mr. Ratner? Our dignity? 

I, for one, am glad The Brooklyn Paper is 
fighting to protect the soul of Brooklyn. 

Charles W. McMellon Jr., Park Slope 

What about Citibank? 

To the editor, 

Citibank was founded on money from the 
slave trade, too, you know. In November 
2002, a lawsuit was filed against Citigroup 
and 19 other companies for reparations be- 
cause of alleged support to the apartheid 
regime that ruled South Africa. Citibank 
also trafficked in Nazi gold. 

Where was your indignation when the 
naming rights to the new Shea Stadium was 
sold to Citibank? 

That "Blood Money” headline was out of 
control. Where does Councilwoman Letitia 
James do her banking? 

Mark Phillips, Carroll Gardens 

...and Jefferson? 

To the editor, 

I strongly disagreed with your “Blood 
Money” front page. 

Following your logic, we should banish 
Thomas Jefferson from all history books be- 
cause he actively supported slavery. Follow- 
ing your logic, we should condemn him and 
ignore the fact that he was the author of the 
Constitution, who wrote those memorable 


words, “We the people.” 

Should we refer to Thomas Jefferson as 
“President Blood Money” ? 

I am a long time resident of this area and 
you have made me ashamed to be a resident 
of Park Slope. How dare you drag us down 
with your views and try to bully the rest of us 
into sheepishly accepting them? So far, Mar- 
ty Markowitz is the only public official who 
had the guts to publicly stand up to you. 

There is nothing objective about your ar- 
ticles or editorials. 

Give Ratner credit where credit is due: At 
least he is doing something positive for the 
borough of Brooklyn. There are jobs, there 
are more choices for everyday folks to shop, 
to live and enjoy the fruits of commerce. 

Would you rather have the empty rail- 
ways? Your negativity does not benefit any- 
one, including yourself. You have made this 
once- venerable newspaper an embarrassment. 

If we follow your self-righteous logic, we 
should never buy a Sony TV, drive a Toyota 
or play Nintendo because the Japanese 
bombed Pearl Harbor. 

Should the upwardly mobile not buy the 
German-made Mercedes because of WWU? 
You give political correctness a bad name. 

Suzy Hsia, Park Slope 
Point of information: Thomas Jefferson 
did not write the Constitution. And The 
Paper did not suggest that we ignore his- 
tory, far from it. Our story about the Bar- 
clays deal sought to educate our readers 
about historical facts they could ignore or 
embrace. As for Ratner's contribution to 
our borough, he's no Santa Claus. Tax- 
payers will pay many of the developer's 
bills, while he keeps the profits. 


Atlantic Yards is not the only 
thing on Paper readers’ minds 


Garden furor grows 

To the editor, 

It’s bad enough the Church of Gethse- 
mane garden is being sold to condo devel- 
opers for millions, but I, for one, am trou- 
bled by having to endure a sanctimonious 
justification for the sale by the church’s pas- 
tor (“Rev. Liz Speaks: Garden Must Go,” 
Park Slope Edition, Jan. 13). I’ve seen Jesus 
invoked to justify many silly things, but 
never a lucrative real-estate deal. 

It is equally frustrating that the writer, 
Nica Lalli, accepted Rev. Liz at face value. 
The Gethsemane congregation is apparently 
made up of convicts, ex-cons and their fam- 
ilies. Lalli says the church is somehow help- 
ing to reduce prison recidivism. If so, then 
how? Can the church produce statistics? 

Which raises another question: who exact- 
ly is meeting at this church, which is two 
blocks from PS 107? If ex-cons are likely to 
commit crimes, as Lalli tells us, then does the 
Gethsemane congregation pose a threat? We 
don’t know the answer because when various 
local residents called Rev. Liz to politely dis- 
cuss the garden sale, she hung up on us. 

They used to feed Christians to the lions. 
Rev. Liz is feeding her neighbors to profit- 
hungry developers, developers who don’t even 
have the dubious claim to the virtue the Rev. 
asserts. But then neither the Rev. Liz nor the 
writer Lalli live next to the garden, so they 
won’t suffer years of construction for the privi- 
lege of having their light and air taken away. 

That must make it easier to be sanctimo- 
nious. Edward Lewine, Park Slope 

An attacked 

To the editor, 

Your recent news story (“Cough, cough: 
Philip Morris’s arts funding to be slashed,” 
Jan. 20) and the adjacent editorial cartoon 
(“All drawn out”) attacked Altria, the parent 
of Philip Morris, for scaling back its support 

Hmmm. Are you crusading for the com- 
pany to remain highly profitable so it can 
continue its grant programs? That, of 
course, means enlisting kids to start smok- 
ing. Is that the policy of The Brooklyn Paper 
— to promote smoking and encourage 
youngsters to take up the habit so as to re- 
place the users who die, in order to perpetu- 
ate sales and profits, thus sustaining the 
company’s support of the arts? 

Which is it, Paper? More smoking and 
more grant money, or less smoking and less 
grant money? Bob Keefe, Clinton Hill 
Editor's note: Since you asked, our an- 
swer is this: The choice is not "more 
smoking" vs. "less grant money." Altria 
could very easily cut into its enormous 
profits — $3 billion in the third quarter 
of 2006, by the way — with very little 
pain in the boardroom. 


Help that old man! 

To the editor, 

Dominick Diomede is a special kind of 
man (“94 years old and homeless,” Jan. 13). 

When our seniors are up in age, they 
should not have to go through things like 
this. Don’t we have any more respect for 
our seniors? 

Our seniors should be congratulated and 
not be put on the streets of New York. It is 
so sad that Diomede’s landlords want him 
out so that they can get $2,000 more. How 
greedy can you get? 

If I had a place, I would rent it to Mr. 
Diomede. 

Dolores Le Grande, neighborhood withheld 
To the editor, 

What is Dominick Diomede’s address so 
we can throw eggs at his landlord’s window? 
Who are these people? If they are bold 
enough to tell a 94-year-old man to leave 
their home, they should be bold enough to 
state their jusuficauon for this in the Paper. 

K. Fenton, Park Slope 

Working hard 

To the editor, 

I think you should call attention to the 
Ready, Willing & Able workers who are 
sweeping up in many neighborhoods. 

For years, one of the most embarrassing 
aspects of Park Slope has been the trash in 
the streets. The houses are beautiful, the 
shops are trendy, but the sidewalks have al- 
ways looked like a garbage pit. 

I’ve been picking up paper on the streets 
for years, trying to start a mass movement, 
but it never caught on. As a Boy Scout 
leader, I explored whether we could work 
out a system where homeless people could 
clean up the streets for pay. 

We actually explored it as an Eagle Pro- 
ject. Our idea was to give the men shirts 
saying, “I’m Cleaning Up Park Slope, 
Won’t You Help,” and hope people would 
give them tips. 

It was immensely complicated, thanks to 
all the bonding, insurance, and other facts of 
modem life. We gave it up. 

But the Doe Fund’s Ready, Willing & 
Able program takes homeless men and 
women and puts them in a work routine. It’s 
very demanding — they have to wear uni- 
forms, show up for work on time every day, 
and produce — but it pays off and they are 
doing a terrific job. 

So my suggestion is this: It’s not out of 
bounds to tip these people. They are not city 
workers and it is not corruption. Slipping 
them a dollar and telling them they’re doing 
a great job can only make them feel better. 

This is a great program and doesn’t cost 
taxpayers a penny. We should all support it. 

Bill Tucker, Park Slope 


Bad design, guys 

To the editor, 

I have been a reader of your paper since 
your earliest days. Your distinctive blue logo 
with big, bold white lettering made it easy to 
spot on newsstands and in street kiosks — 
even while driving. 

Now you’ve muddied the logo by filling 
the letters in with black ink, changing the 
graduated blue background to an uglier uni- 
form blue, removing the eye catching red 
bars along the top and bottom of the banner 
and then insulting your readers by choosing 
a type font which looks more like it belongs 
on the cover of a fourth grade reader than on 
a newspaper. 

What were you thinking? 

One can only hope your news coverage 
will remain relatively unchanged, considering 
how many Brooklynites rely on your paper to 
keep up with stories of vital interest in our 
borough. We don’t need trendy there either. 

If you are truly Brooklyn’s Real Newspa- 
per - then stay true to yourselves and your 
readers. Please go back to the old logo so 
we CAN find your paper from a distance. 

Frank J. Grassi, Bay Ridge 
Editor's note: While we appreciate Mr. 
Grassi's comment, we do not encour- 
age readers to try to find our paper in 
sidewalk kiosks while driving. 


Delivery Opt out 

Every week, we deliver copies of The 
Brooklyn Paper to homes throughout 
Brownstone Brooklyn. Our unique sys- 
tem limits deliveries to just a few pa- 
pers per building (eliminating the kind 
of clutter caused by circular and menu 
delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates our 
free home delivery, but realize there are 
exceptions to every rule. 

So, if you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this free 
service, you may "opt out" of our deliv- 
ery program by filling out the online 
form at BrooklynPaper.com/html/about/ 
optout.html 


Send a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's name and 
neighborhood are published with the let- 
ter). Letters may be edited and will not 
be returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 
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SUMMER CAMP GUIDE 


Park Slope 
Day Camp 

Locations in Windsor Terrace, 
Park Slope, Kensington and 
Bay Ridge 
(718) 788-7732 
www.parkslopedaycamp.com 
camp@parkslopedaycamp.com 
Director: Ronny Schindler 
Ages: entering P K-9th grades 


July 2 -Aug. 31 
Full day: 8 am-4 pm (early dis- 
missal optional for young kids) 
Extended hours until 6:30 pm 
Transportation: free morning 
shuttle from all Brownstone 
Brooklyn neighborhoods and 
Bay Ridge 

Activities: outdoor camp with 
sports, trips, gymnastics, dra- 
ma, nature, Olympics, sports 



Our Camp 


• Free morning transportation 
from most Bay Ridge and 
Brownstone Brooklyn areas 

• Established 1992 


President’s Week 
Mini-Camp 

February 19-23, 2006 
5 days of trips & activities 
based in Park Slope 

Open House for 
Summer Camp 

Sunday, February 11, 2006 
presentations at 12 and 1pm 
339 8 St. just below 6 Ave. 


academy, travel camp (featur- 
ing overnight trips). 

OPEN HOUSE: 

Sunday, Feb. 11, noon 

Beth Elohim 
Summer Day 
Camp 

274 Garfield PL, Park Slope 
(718) 768-3814, ext. 210 

congregationbethelohim.org 

•Preschool Division 

Ages: 3 to 5-1/2 

Directors: Maura Lorenzen and 

Jaci Israel 

June 18 - July 27 

Full Day: 9 am-3 pm 

Half Day: 9 am-12:30 pm 

Activities: swimming, weekly 

trip for 4- and 5-year-olds, fully 

equipped nursery school class- 

•Elementary Division 


Ages: entering 1st - 4th grades 
Director: Bobbie Finkelstein 
July 2 - Aug. 17 
Fuil day: 9 am-5 pm 
Extended hours: 8 am- 6 pm 
Activities: swimming 
(instructional and recreational), 
arts and crafts, music, nature, 
sports, gymnastics, trips 2 days 
per week 

•Movin’ On Travel Camp 

Ages: entering 5th-9th grades 
Director: Bobbie Finkelstein 
July 2 - Aug. 17 
Full day: 9 am-5 pm 
Extended hours: 8 am- 6 pm 
Activities: Daily trips, swim- 
ming, two overnights, Leader- 
ship Development Program for 
kids entering 9th grade. 

OPEN HOUSE: 

Sunday, March 11, 11 am-1 pm 

Park Explorers 

611 Eighth Ave., Park Slope 
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Different activities daily 
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Summer 2007 


OPEN HOUSE 



TERRIFIC 
TWOS 
CLASSES 

Our popular pre-nursery program 
for your toddler, accompanied by 
a parent or caregiver. 


March 11th • 11am* lpm 

... 


Kindergarten EllMENTARV 

«GrL HAV CAMP 

Full day program. Recreational & 
Instructional swim daily in Temple pool, 
Active outdoor sports, arts & crafts, 
nature, gymnastics and music. 

Trips twice a week in & around NYC 


Congregation Beth Elohim 

GarfieldTemple DTfrK ITO 


3 Years 
to 

Kindergarten 


8th Ave. & Garfield PI. - Park Slope 

Children of all faiths and ethnic 
backgrounds are welcome! 


LOWER 
PA V CAMP 


Full & Half Day programs, Professional 
Staff, Fully equipped classrooms, 
Swimming in Temple pool, 

Weekly Trips for full day 4 & 5 yr. olds 


MOVIN' ON 

TRAVEL CAMP 

ve days of trips 
Swimming in Temple Pool 
Two (3 day) overnights. 
Mature, qualified staff 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

for youth entering 9th grade 

For Tots & Lower Camp 

call Maura Lorenzen or Jaci Israel at: 

499-6208 

For Elementary & Travel Camp 

call Bobbie Finkelstein at: 



768-3814 x210 


www.congregationbethelohim.org 


(718) 788-3620 
Director: Chris Altman 
www.parkexplorers.com 
Ages: 4 to 14 
June 28 - Aug. 31 
Full day: 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
Extended hours: 8 am - 6:30pm 
Bus transportation available to 
many Brownstone Brooklyn 
neighborhoods 
Activities: different activites 
each day including sports of all 
kinds, nature walks, hiking, arts 
& crafts, pool, beach, gymnas- 
tics, tennis, drama, karate, 
singing, different trip each 
week in and around NYC. Spe- 
cialty programs in sports (6 
weeks) and theater (2 weeks in- 
crements). 

Poly Prep 

Summer 

2007 

9216 Seventh Ave., Bay Ridge 
(718) 836-9800, ext. 322 
www.polyprep.org 
Director: Michael Junsch 
Bus available (extra fee) 
•Summer Experience Day 

July 2-Aug. 10, 2007 
Ages: Pre-K through Grade 10 
Full day: 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
Activities: arts, dance, sports, 
swimming, and special events 
on our 25-acre grounds 
•Performing Arts Camp 
July 2- Aug. 3,2007 
Ages: for students entering 
Grades 4-9 

Full day: 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
Activities: professional faculty 
guide young actors, dancers, 
singers, and musicians. Culmi- 
nates in a musical theater pro- 
duction. 

•Summer Academic Pro- 

MyT-Aug. 3, 2007 
Ages: for students entering 
Grades 3-12 

Daily 60- or 90-minute sessions 
Activities: enrichment and re- 
medial courses. Can be com- 
bined with Day Camp at a re- 
duced price. 

•Sports Camps 

Several one week sessions 

Ages 6-16 

Full day: 9 am-3 pm 

•Computer Camp 

Several one week sessions 

Ages 5-12 

Full day: 9 am-3 pm 

Berkeley 

Carroll 

Creative Arts 
Program 

181 Lincoln PL, Park Slope 
(718)789-6060 x 6540 
www.berkeleycarroll.org 
mclary@berkeleycarroll.org 
Director: Marlene Clary 
Ages: 8 to 14 
July 2 to August 2 
Fuil day: 9 am-4pm 
Extended hours: 8 am-6pm 
Activities: music, dance, theatre 
arts, ceramics, media and 
graphic arts, all in air condi- 
tioned classrooms, daily noon- 
time performances, plus per- 
formances and exhibitions at 
the end of camp. Swimming 

Berkeley 
Carroll 
Childrens 
Day Camp 

1701 & 712 Carroll St., 

Park Slope 

(718)789-6060x6620 
www.berkeleycarroll.org 
Director: Judy Valdez 
Jvaldez@berkeleycarroll.org 
PreK through 3rd Grade 
June 25 - July 26 
Full Day (haif day also avail- 
able for younger campers) 
Many camp options: classic 
day camp, circus camp, pup- 
petry, hands-on science, theater, 
athletics. One-week mini 
camps. Swimming also offered. 

Huggs Day 
School 
Summer 
Program 

763 President St, Park Slope 

(718)230-5255 

Directors: Randie Bader and 

Gary Siegel 

Ages: 2.3-5 years 

June 20-July 1 

Full day (9 am -4 pm) 

Half days (9 am-1 or 1 pm -4 
pm) 

Activities: private backyard 
with water play equipment, 
trips, art, music, indoor gym. 




at Berkeley Carroll 


Berkeleygajroll 


at Berkeley Carroll 


Information: 

mclary@berkeleycarroll.org 
or 718-789-6060 x6540 


BefkeleyQuxoll 


Vi Anal art*, ihimIc, drama, 
dance, athletic*, and more 
in Park Slope, Brooklyn* 


Poly Prep Summer 2007 


POLY PREP COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL 

9216 Seventh Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228 

request a brochure, call (718) 836-9800, ext. 322, or vis 

WWW.POLYPREP.ORG 


JUNE 25 -JULY 26, 2007 


V * s 

Children’s 




Our campers will explore 
their interests, stretch their 
imaginations, and nurture their 
talents by participating in a wide 
array of camp activities. 

Information: 

jvaldez@berkeleycarroll.org 
or 718-789-6060 x6620 
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'Altemadad' can't tell 
Slope boy from girl 




Jtuggs 


Day 

School, 

Inc. 


A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment a Spacious Classrooms 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 


□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


SMART 



T HE OH SO FEISTY minute to cover it for The Pa- 

one t hin ks Altemadad P er - Stm > she went alon S with 

is an idiot. it, judging this book reading by 

And she told him so. It hap- its cover (a funny picture of a 
pened on Sunday night at the mbber ducky with a nose ring 
Tea Lounge on Union Street in in his bright orange beak). 

Park Slope, where 
Neal Pollack (a.k.a. 

“Altemadad”) was pro- 
moting his new book. _ _ _ _ 

Early in the read- (m||| 

mg, Pollack ranted 

about “The Backyardi- 
gans,” a Nick Jr. show 
he thinks is unctuous and sti- 
fling to the imagination. He 
much prefers that his 4-year-old 
son, Elijah, watch a classic su- 
perhero cartoon like Justice 
League of America. Then he 
looked out at the audience. 

“Does that boy out there 
watch the Justice League of 
America?” he asked. 

Everyone looked around 
wondering whom Pollack was 
talking about. 

“That boy,” he pointed right 
at OSFO, who was wearing her 
brand-new Navy blue Brooklyn 
Industries hoodie — with the 
hood up. 

“That’s not a boy, that’s my 
daughter!” Smartmom correct- 
ed. On cue, OSFO removed her 
hood, which revealed her beau- 
tiful, ultra-feminine face and 
long billowing brown hair. 

“I thought she was a boy be- 
cause she was wearing a hood,” 

Altemadad said. 

T HEM’S fightin’ words 
in gender-neutral Park 
Slope, where a mael- 
strom developed last year after a 
woman inadvertently assigned 
gender status to a Navy blue hat 
that was left at a playground. 

You could say that the read- 
ing didn’t get off to such a good 
start. And Smartmom was al- 
ready miffed because Dumb 
Editor asked her at the last 


verses §> 
reverses 

BY LEON FREILICH 


Once again, we invited Leon 
Freilich, the poet laureate of Park 
Slope, to weigh in with some 
low-cal verse. Here is this 
week’s poetic offering, “On the 
Golden Couch”: 

Who says that therapy doesn’t 

Take Timothy, for instance: 

He put his cash-flow devils 
behind 

And now has a job at St. 
Vincent’s. 

And Gregory — he’s another 

In the past he couldn't journey, 
Yet now the Brooklynite travels 
widely 

With his kids and his wife the 

So sofa sessions have their uses 
And you ’ve seen the proof exists: 
Both Tim and Greg have pro- 
fited greatly. 

(Of course, they’re therapists .) 


By Louise Crawford 

Before the reading, Smart- 
mom sauntered right up to Pol- 
lack and introduced herself. 

“Hi, I’m Smartmom,” she said. 
“I’m Dumbdad,” Pollack an- 
swered. “There, you have your 
lead.” 

Snarky. Very snarky. This 
hipster guy is one super ironic 
dude. Still, she tried to keep her 
mind open to Pollack, whose 
new tome is getting raves 
(which always raises Smart- 
mom’s eyebrow). 

Next problem: finding a seat. 
Not an easy task on Sunday night 
when the Tea Lounge is packed 
with childless twenty- and thir- 
tysometbings doing whatever it is 
they do with their laptops. 

Finally, a scuzzy yellow 
armchair freed up and OSFO 
grabbed it. 

P OLLACK read from 
the preface of his “tell- 
it-like-it-is” parenting 
book for people who spent their 
pre-kid years, like him, ob- 
sessed with popular culture, 
babes, bars and bongs. 

Big surprise: the book was 
all about poop. 

Like many a snarky guy, 
Pollack is obsessed with excre- 
ment — the most-dreaded reali- 
ty of fatherhood for many a 
would-be dad. 

Pollack told of the time his 
2-year-old son took off his dia- 
per and threw poop all over his 
bedroom. 

There went Smartmom’s eye- 
brow again. Ho freakin’ hum, 
the mother of two thought to 

The big surprise of the book 
is really no surprise for anyone 
who has had a kid (presumably, 
Pollack’s audience). The “Al- 
temadad” comes to realize that 
he loves his kid even more than 
he used to love the Sex Pistols. 
It’s a rocky, often painful, ride 
from rock-and-roll dreamer to 
responsible and pragmatic par- 
ent. But he loves it in the end. 

I N the book. Pollack discov- 
ered that such love trumps 
going out to the midnight 
show at Union Hall or South- 
paw. Sure, he still goes out. 
But, frankly, why bother? Judg- 
ing from the many “isn’t-my- 
kid-cute-and-cool” anecdotes 
throughout the book, his kid re- 
ally is the best show in town. 

And that’s the part that made 
Smartmom squirm. Pollack acts 
like he’s the only parent in the 
world who thinks his kid says 
the damdest things. 

Just spend a half hour eaves- 
dropping at Sweet Melissa’s and 
you’ll get better material than his. 



Author Neal Pollack ("Altemadad") gets grilled by Smart- 
mom (left) after his reading at the Tea Lounge in Park 
Slope on Sunday, Jan. 21 . 



Perhaps no one has had the 
guts to say it, so Smartmom will: 
Pollack is not the first cool guy to 
procreate. Even Keith Richards 
is a dad, for Buddha’s sake. 

This edgy writer guy with his 
not-so-edgy book deal from Pan- 
theon and a savvy publicist to 
boot may be funny, but so is 
Smartmom’s fave Annie Lamott, 
author of “Operating Instruc- 
tions.” And, frankly, so is Smart- 
mom herself. You can go to the 
Tea Lounge and hear her read (to 
herself) any time you want. 

Yet here comes “Altemadad,” 
this braggadocious boho, veteran 
of artsy performance spaces and 
poetry slams in the backroom of 
independent bookstores. Sudden- 
ly, he grows up and becomes a 
Dad. And he likes it. In fact, he 
finds it amazing! It’s even stu- 
pendous! It’s even better than the 
sex he no longer has. Now 
Smartmom knows he’s nuts. 

So you can see why Smart- 
mom, who’s been mommying 
for 16 years, was annoyed hav- 
ing to listen to this cool cat’s 
miuauon mto parenthood. 

Needless to say, Pollack’s 


got sequel written all over him. 
Heck, he’s got a cottage indus- 
try with his kid: Elijah Takes 
Theremin Lessons. Elijah 
Meets Patti Smith. Elijah Gets 
Thrown Out of Waldorf School. 

A TV deal is no doubt in 
the works. This kid 
thing is a cash cow! 

Do I really need to hear Neal 
Pollack kvell about his kid: “Eli- 
jah is imaginative. He’s wonder- 
fully creative. He asks interesting 
scientific question, and makes up 
imaginative superheroes. He’s a 
smart kid and great to have 
around. He is endlessly fun and 
endlessly hilarious...” 

Blah. Blah. Blah. Speaking 
of kids, OSFO really is one 
smart cookie, too. She called it 
as she saw it: Altemadad really 
is an idiot. 

Correction 

In last week’s column (“OSFO 
gets a piano”), Helen Rich- 
mond’s name was misspelled. 
Smartmom regrets the error — 
and to prove if she’ll recommend 
that you visit Richmond’s Web 
site: www.chocchipmusic.org. 


Enjoy the View! 

- ^ STOKKE XPLORY 

Urban Stroller ^ !\ 


INFORMATION FAIRS 

FIND A HIGH SCHOOL THAT’S 
RIGHT FOR YOU! 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Educational Campus 
1 22 Amsterdam Avenue, Manhattan (at West 65th street) 

Saturday, February 3 rd & Sunday, February 4 th 1 1 am - 3 pm 
Thursday, February 8 th 6 pm - 8 pm 

• New small high schools offer an excellent education through personal 
attention & partnerships with non-profits & businesses. 

• Representatives of new small high schools opening in September 2007 
will be at the fairs to answer questions. 

• Students who attend a fair or information session receive admissions 
priority; ask your guidance counselor for a New High School Choice Form 
to update your high school selections. 

Call 31 1 or visit 

http://schools.nvc.gov/NewSchools 

for more information. 


FAMILY CLASSIFIEDS 


917.549.1272 

Rico the Clown 

Magician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 
occasions — Adults & Kids. Corr 1 
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, P 


M.C., Com 


istings. 


"University Professor of Speech & Communications" 

718 - 434-9697 

917 - 318-9092 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 











INSIDE DINING 


PERFORMING ARTS 


NIGHTLIFE 


BOOKS 


CINEMA 
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Canon-ized 

Name another author who moved to New York at 
age 26 to learn English and started his writing ca- 
reer with a grammar course at NYU. 

It doesn’t happen too often — but neither do novels 
like “Tales from the Town of Widows,” the debut by 
James Canon, a former Williamsburg resident who 
will return to the borough 
for a reading next week. 

“Brooklyn has the 
largest, most vibrant 
community of artists in 
the New York area,” 
Canon told GO Brook- 
lyn. “I’m very excited 
to do a reading where 

Set in a fictional 
Colombian town, the 
book follows the lives 
of men who are all killed or “recruited” by gueril- 
las, and the women who are left to fend for them- 
selves. Along the way, Canon introduces us to col- 
orful characters, including an ample-bottomed 
magistrate, a stem schoolmistress and a cow named 
Perestroika. 

James Canon will read at the Park Slope 
Barnes & Noble (267 Seventh Ave. between Fifth 
and Sixth streets) at 7:30 pm on Jan. 29. For in- 
formation call (718) 832-9066. — John Varmus 



Laurie Anderson joins the Bklyn Philharmonic for one big night 


By Andrea Bussell 

for The Brooklyn Paper -id. : ^ 

D ifferent is what always appeals to 
me,” Laurie Anderson was saying the 
other day. “I’d choose [it] over beau- 
tiful anytime.” 

It’s a good thing she feels that way because 
the electronic music visionary is teaming up 
with the Brooklyn Philharmonic to present 
“Four Scores,” a night of newly reworked 
songs at the Brooklyn Academy of Music. 

“I’m excited to work with the orchestra,” 
says Anderson, “because I really appreciate the 
beauty of using things that don’t plug in. I al- 
ways make colossal mistakes as an orchestra- 
tor because I have no idea what I’m doing. It 
will be interesting to work with someone who 

The evening will also feature big-name stars 
Nellie McKay, Joan Osborne and Suzanne 
Vega. 

“I get the sense that the other performers 
are, like me, really interested in inventing new 
stuff,” said Anderson. “We all have very, veiy 
different approaches and different themes. You 
have a folk singer in Suzanne; and a pop 
singer like Joan who’s also an incredible blues 
belter; and Nellie, who’s got an extremely in- 
dividual style; and then me, who is more from 
the electronic performance world. It’ll be inter- 
esting to see how much the orchestra makes 
those four styles sound even more unique. Or 
will it make them sound a little more similar? 
That’s what I’m looking forward to seeing.” 
Adam Teeter, spokesman for the Philhar- 
monic, described the new series as a genre- 
blending program featuring collaborations be- 
tween innovative contemporary artists and the 
Brooklyn Philharmonic — a goal of the Phil- 
harmonic since its inception. 

That commitment has not gone unnoticed. 
The group has won 21 awards from the 
American Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers for “Adventurous Program- 
ming of Contemporary Music.” (See story 
below.) 



Big science: Laurie Anderson helps the Brooklyn Philharmonic perform experiments 
in sound in "Four Scores" on Feb. 1 at the Brooklyn Academy of Music. 


This show is especially important, Teeter 
says, because it represents the diverse ener- 
gy and spirit of New York and, in particular, 
Brooklyn. 

Anderson’s own spirit, however, isn’t al- 
ways met with such open arms. In fact, re- 


cently Anderson’s famed Talking Stick was 
confiscated by the FBI. The self-invented in- 
strument, a six-foot long, baton-like device 
that can access and replicate any sound was 
removed from the mailroom of a Chicago 
museum where it was to be added to the ex- 


MUSIC 


The Brooklyn Philharmonic Orchestra 


Brooklyn Philharmonn 
i "Four-Scored" on Feb. 


isting collection. It had arrived, along with 
about 60 other packages on a day when 
President Bush happened be visiting the mu- 
seum. Although the contents of all of the 
packages were examined for the president’s 
security, only Anderson’s Talking Stick — 
which she created for use on her Moby Dick 
tour in 1999 — disappeared. 

She saw the disappearance as a metaphor 
for the state of creative values in our country. 

“This is not a [social] climate that smiles 
upon experimentation or being different,” 
she said. “It’s a climate that likes similarity 
and tries to get people really excited about 
the iPhone, but forgets about Martin Luther 
King Day or what it means to suddenly be in 
a place where it doesn’t matter what Con- 
gress says.” 

Such talk is revolutionary to some, but it 
4 rolls out of Anderson’s mouth like a politi- 
J dan’s stump speech. And it has always been 
| that way, ever since this maverick perform- 
| ance artist began her career in 1969. Since 
<3 then, Anderson has become a luminary in 
1 the avant-garde music world, and her art has 
| been as varied as it has been innovative, 
u Her innovation will continue with the 
Philharmonic’s programming, providing the 
opportunity to work with people outside of 
her normal realm. 

“That’s why I five here,” she says. “I’m in 
a lot of different worlds: the theatre world, 
the music world, the academic world — and 
the boundaries are not as strong as they 
would be in other cities. It’s possible to talk 
to or work with other artists and that’s what 
I’ve always really loved about being here.” 



Let's dance: Dancers from nicholasleichterdance add 
world premier choreography to the BPO's "Earth Awak- 
ened" performances. 


Get your ‘Phil’ 

Brooklyn Philharmonic opens 53rd 
season with 'Earth Awakened' 


By Kevin Filipski 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

T he didgeridoo, an Aboriginal wind in- 
strument thought to be the world’s old- 
est, has “a haunting sound,” according 
to Michael Christie, music director of the 
Brooklyn Philharmonic. Despite this — or 
perhaps because of it — Christie makes lib- 
eral use of the instrument in “Earth Awak- 


ened,” the kickoff to the Philharmonic’s 
53rd season, which will premier on Feb. 3 at 
the BAM Howard Gilman Opera House. 

Composer Peter Sculthorpe said in a re- 
cent interview that, “I have always been at- 
tracted to the [didgeridoo] which is, in my 
opinion, the quintessential Australian instru- 

The show will begin with a pair of com- 
positions by the Australian Sculthorpe, 


“Earth Cry” and “Mangrove,” both of which 
feature William Barton, an Australian of 
Aboriginal descent who is coming to Brook- 
lyn specifically for the performances, play- 
ing the didgeridoo (pronouced dij-uh-REE- 

“When programming this concert, I im- 
mediately thought of Peter’s pieces because 
they’re so connected to the earth,” says 
Christie. “‘Mangrove’ brings to mind the 
spaciousness of the Outback, and ‘Earth 
Cry’ is really a ritual tribal dance.” 

“Earth Cry” is based upon an Aboriginal 
chant from northern Australia,” Sculthorpe 
said in a recent interview. “I chose the chant 
because, in changing the mode from major 
to minor, it is not unlike melodies of my 
own devising” 

“Mangrove,” the perfect introduction to 
Sculthorpe’s musical style, is an 18-minute 
work sculpted as a mammoth, imposing 
structure (think of Ayers Rock, one of the 
most monumental of Australia’s natural 
See EARTH AWAKENED on page 12 


FESTIVAL 


DUMBO dance 


Trapeze acts, more than 200 dancers, 60 choreog- 
raphers and seven days of performances? Is this a 
new reality show? 

Not, it’s the Cool New York Dance Festival, a 
weeklong celebration featuring dozens of modem 
dance companies at DUMBO’s White Wave Perfor- 
mance Space. 


* 

w 


Now in its fourth 
year, the festival prides 
itself on being “a place 
for the dance communi- 
ty to come together and 
share ideas,” according 
to Festival Director Liz 
Flynn. “What w 
allow emerging chore- 
ographers a platform tc 
present their work. Our 
doors are always open 
to young artists.” 

Included in the spectacle will be the Amy Mar- 
shall Dance Company, which Flynn calls “a shining 
new star in the New York dance community.” Also 
not to be missed are the aforementioned trapeze 
pieces (or, as the dance crowd calls them, “aerial 
works”), one of which is being put together by 
White Wave’s artistic director Young Soon Kim. 

Cool New York 2007 Dance Festival will take 
place at the White Wave's John Ryan Theater 
(25 Jay St. between John and Plymouth streets). 
Performances are scheduled for Jan. 25-28 and 
Feb. 1-4 beginning at 7 pm and 9 pm Thursday 
through Saturday, and at 4 pm and 6 pm Sun- 
day. Tickets are free, donations encouraged. 
For information call (718) 855-8822 or visit 
www.whitewavedance.com — Rob M. Errera 


MUSIC 


Catch the ‘Clap’ 

After the staggering success of their self-released, 
eponymous first record in 2005, Brooklyn-based band 
Clap Your Hands Say Yeah are releasing the follow up, 
“Some Loud Thunder,” on Jan. 30 (although in-the- 
know fans have been able to download the record 
from the band’s Web site 
since Jan. 16.) 

A rollicking mix of 
rock, folky pop and 
sing-along anthems — 
specifically the standout 
“Satan Says Dance” — 
“Some Loud Thunder” 
has energy to spare, but 
isn’t shy on wit either. 

It’s a rarity for an independent band to make it 
this big on its own, but with a devoted fan base, this 
quintet shows no signs of slowing down. And with 
the release of this new, 12-song disc, you’ll not only 
be clapping your hands, but stomping your feet, 
singing along and saying “Yeah.” 

"Some Loud Thunder" by Clap Your Hands 
Say Yeah will be released on Jan. 30. For infor- 
mation visit www.clapyourhandssayyeah.com. 

— Adam Rathe 





An Exceptional meal. 


Fasten your chin strap. I 
It's the playoffs! 


1 39 Flatbush Ave. 
Atlantic Terminal Mall 

718 . 943.9453 


345 Court Street (at Union Street) 718-852-5015 

Open 7 days for lunch and dinner • Free Valet Parking • i^bD 
Visit our website www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com 


leewxA < 

RISTORANTE 

Pioneer of the fine restaurant movement in Brooklyn 


art lighting furniture decor 


American Leather 
Atlantico by De La Espada 
Baronet 
Bruno Marina Gallery 
DellaRobbia 

372 & 384 atlantic ave brooklyn 718 797 2077 


shoprico.com 

Fontana Arte 
Maria Yee 

Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams 
Robert Abbey 
Thayer Coggin 
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DINING 


Calling ‘home’ 

Fort Greene wine bar finds legs with new chef 


By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

T he problem with Top 10 restaurant 
lists is that no sooner do I file one 
than I discover another eatery I’d 
like to add to the roundup. Such is the 
case with Stonehome Wine Bar, which 
will start the list for 2007. 

The owners, Bill Stenehjem (Stene- 
hjem is Norwegian for “stone home”) 
and Rose Hermann opened the bar in 
2003. The couple has lived in Fort 
Greene since the early 1980s, when 
“most of the food in the neighborhood 
was served behind bulletproof glass,” 
says Stenehjem. 

Stenehjem serves as the bar’s som- 
melier, while Hermann, who is an 
artist and furniture designer, created 
the warm, modem interior. The sensu- 
ously curved cherry-wood bar, the tof- 
fee-colored Ultrasuede banquettes, the 
flattering lighting, and music played at 
a volume that encourages conversation 
contribute to a sexy ambience that in- 
vites lingering It’s a definite date place. 

In April, the proprietors hired chef 
John Gibson (formerly of Veritas in 
Manhattan and Lucy’s in Babylon, 
Long Island) who added a full dinner 
menu to the snacks, cheese plate and 
charcuterie already offered. His dishes 
are perfectly balanced with flavors har- 
monizing with, not fighting one another 


Wining and dining: Patrons enjoy selections from Stonehome's 
extensive wine list at their long, curved bar. 


on the plate. When the amiable Stene- 
hjem is in attendance, he can offer sug- 
gestions for ideal wine partnering to any 
dish. If he’s away for the evening, the 
waitstaff is knowledgeable about the ex- 
tensive wine list and can offer sugges- 
tions. Six “flights” of wine (three “short 
pours” with a theme: vineyard, year, re- 
gion etc.) are available each evening, as 
well as 35 wines by the glass. Mean- 
while, the cellar holds 200 bottles from 
international vineyards. 


The soup of the evening, a Vermont 
Cheddar and potato bisque with the lux- 
urious texture of heavy cream, was giv- 
ing of chewy Applewood smoked 
bacon and vibrant jolt of chive-infused 
oil. The rich berry flavors and slight 
tartness of the Cannonau Riserva com- 
plimented and balanced the richness of 
the soup. 

Later, Gibson melded pork belly — 
which, thanks to its unctuous, succu- 


lent meat and crisp cmst, is this year’s 
“it” ingredient — with a soft poached 
egg, a crisp round of brioche and a 
scattering of toothsome, buttery yel- 
low-foot chanterelle and hedgehog 
mushrooms. It was an inspired quartet 
that soared with a splash of poultry jus 
that cut the richness of the pork and 
egg yolk. A soft Pinot Noir from Ger- 
many held its own with the strong fla- 
vors of the dish. 

Muscadet de Sevre-et-Maine served as 
a crisp, bright foil to two lovely seafood 
starters: seared Gulf shrimp in a briny 
shellfish “essence” over basmati rice, and 
cod fish cakes topped with a sprighdy 
piquillos pepper sauce. A hint of tamari, 
with its mellowed soy aroma, lent an in- 
triguing dimension to the shrimp. Codfish 
is rather flat on its own, but with a bril- 
liant, scarlet-colored piquillos pepper 
sauce and bits of spicy chorizo, the moist 
little cake brightened considerably. 

The only negative comment I can 
make about the “spaghetti” (that’s Gib- 
son’s spelling, not mine) is the presen- 
tation. Such a generous serving of the 
pasta, heavy with chewy black trumpet 
mushrooms and sweet caramelized 
root vegetables, needed a bigger plat- 
form than the small soup bowl that 
barely contained the goods. We man- 
aged though, scarfing down every bit 
of the entree, between sips of a well- 
matched, hearty Cotes Du 
Rhone. 

Some palates may find the 
beef brisket a touch sweet, but 
I loved the delicate fruit and 
sour notes. The beef, long sim- 
mered in red wine, was tender 
without falling into strings, 
and sat atop a pool of smooth, 
tangy-sweet parsnip puree. To 
cut the denseness of the meat, 
Gibson topped it with lemon 
zest, herbs and freshly grated 
horseradish that added heat, 
freshness and the clean bite of 
citrus. Stenehjem’s pairing of 
Guelbenzu Evo, with its berry, 
peppery flavors and slight bit- 
terness, was an inspired choice. 

Only three desserts are of- 
fered each evening. While the 
iu and cr eme brulee, lightly flavored 
with maple, is a fine example 
of the finale, and a moist car- 
rot cake topped with scoop of 
mascarpone isn’t bad, both seem a bit 
pedestrian after such carefully con- 
ceived starters. You’d be better off cap- 
ping the evening by sharing a plate of 
artisanal cheeses (a nutty, olivey Ron- 
cal, a sheep’s milk cheese from Spain, 
was the evening’s special selection) and 
a glass of tawny port. 

Stonehome Wine Bar delivers a 
great dining experience with plenty of 
wine to match. Literally. What better 
way to start the year? 



"Major local 
favorite"^— ^ 


DINE IN • DELIVERY • CATERING RATED 
PRIVATE & CORPORATE PARTIES 1 1 


NFL PLAYOFF SPECIALS 
& ESPN FULL COURT 

8X10 Night Game Screen; 6 BIG TVs 


151 Montague Street, Brooklyn Heights 
Open 7 days week • (71 8) 624-3838 


Caffe 

BUON GUSTO 


RISTORANTE ITALIANO 


B£a&£ Pear-£ Restaurant & Ban- 

833 frfn/On Bt. ie,t. 6th <Sc 7th Aires. 

~ SEAFOOD • RAW BAP • STRA/CS • PASTA 


BRMC/T (TA/teJ/H/mr. 
sat & siur rScBtoocU/ 
77am - 3:30pm Smturoh 

778 - 857-2004 * 


CAUTION:; 


BEER 


BEHIND 


YOU! 


l.tgt)tt)ou£ie tEtUmi par & <8rtll 

243 5th Avenue, between Carroll & Garfield 

718-788-8070 R train to Union www.lighthousetavern.net 




CHEESECAKE $15 

(30% off 2nd cake) M '/ 

Fresh Squeezed Juice & Espresso OPENING^ 
Sushi Rolls & Teriyaki Box 
Field Green, Wrap & Sandwich Zone, Soups 

Morning Breakfast from 6:30am-11am 

Cafe Hours: Mon. to Sat. 6:30am-7:30pm • Sun. 9am-7:30pm 

8701 5th Avenue, Brooklyn (bet. 86th & 87th Street) 

Tel 718.238.0888 • No Delivery 


AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Corn Como en su Cm” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. «*& 44th & 4 5 th sts.) (718) 438-2009 

Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • ITlBa 


NORTH OF HW ORLEANS 
Kitchen 

Louisiana Southern American Cuisine 

Po-boys, Jambalaya, Fried Oysters, Crawfish Etouffee, 
Gumbos, Grits, Bananas Foster, and more! 

★ Sunday Jazz Brunch ★ 

I ★ Live Music Saturday nights ★ 

(starts at 9pm) 

CATERING AVAILABLE 
I 293 7th Ave. (7/8 Sts.) Reservations 

Q Train to 7th Avenue (718) 369-8348 ^ 


UNDER THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE 

at Water Street Restaurant 


WEDDINGS • BRIDAL SHOWERS 




Quality Dining at very 
Reasonable Prices! 


Lunch: Tues-Fri • Dinner: Tues-Sun (open Sundays at tpm) 
Dinner Delivery & V at/ et Parking 

Fresh food 
cooked to order 

fc fc-lRi 

WL _ 8727 - 4th Avenue 

[xfotro'tf] corner of 88th & 4th 
*trattori*S (718) 238-8600 




Lunch 


Having A Party '. 


Private Party Room Accommodates Up To 50 People 
Office Parties, Reunions, Graduations, Showers, Christenings & More! 

6716 Fort Hamilton Pkwy • near 67th St. in Dyker Heights 


* (718) 238-9447 
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AWP 11 


February is Dental Health Month 


Join us for these 

FREE Events 



Come Celebrate with the New York Methodist Hospital 
as we present: 

Give Kids a Smile Day! 

With Free Dental Screenings 


Including: Exams, Sealant Placement, Mouth Guard Fabrication, Child Prophys, Radiographs, and more! 


This event is co-sponsored by 

The Division of Dental Medicine at New York Methodist Hospital, 
The American Dental Association, the New York State Dental 
Association & Second District Dental Society. 

AQA, nyoa 


Ages 6 to 16 
Friday, February 2, 2007 
9 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 


The Division of Dental Medicine 
Kirkwood Pavilion, First Floor 

506 Sixth St. betw. 6th & 7th Aves. 
Park Slope, Brooklyn 
No appointment is necessary 



Give Kids a Smile Day! 

FREE dental screenings, diet counseling, dental health education, toothbrush, 
and toothpaste will be given to children ages 5-16. Participants may also receive 
a free dental prophylaxis, fluoride treatment, and dental sealant application for 
appropriate teeth. 

First Come - First Served 


Transportation to the college 
by train: 2, 3, 4, 5, A, C, F, M, N or R; 
by bus: B26, B37, B38, B41, B51, B54, 
B61, B67, or B75 


Ages 5 to 16 
Friday, February 2, 2007 
9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 


New York City College of Technology 
DENTAL HYGIENE CLINIC 

300 Jay Street, P200 
between Tillary & Johnson Sts. 
(718) 260-5074 



Come Celebrate 

Dental Health Day 

at the Brooklyn Public Library 

Brooklyn Public Library (DeKalb Branch) 790 Bushwick Ave. at DeKalb Ave. (718) 455-3898 

Saturday, February 3, 2007, llam-3pm • Ages 5-12 


Trade In Toothbrush Campaign 

Everyone who brings in an old toothbrush will 
receive a replacement toothbrush and toothpaste. 

The Growing Stage Theatre Group 
& Dr. Molar’s Magic Show 

Dr. Bruce Lish will present a skit to teach chil- 
dren a number of Oral Health concepts. 


The New York State Masonic 
Child Identification Program (CHIP) 

Amber Alert Child Recovery Program 
Oral Health Literature 

Coloring books and other oral-health-related 
items will be distributed. 


Audio Visual Materials 

will be used to present oral health informa- 
tion and answer audience questions. 

Nutritional Data 

Will stress the role of diet, with an empha- 
sis on restriction of non-essential dietary 
sugars. 


Dr. Reneida E. Reyes, 

Pediatric Dentist 

Will give a lecture on techniques to 
ensure your child’s Healthy Smile 
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Take a hike 

Experimental music fans travel 
far and wide to find noise of choice 


By Chiara V. Cowan 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

L ook, if you want to get 
out there — I mean really, 
really out there — you’re 
going to have to walk. 

Fans of experimental music 

times called — know this all 
too well. 

“It’s like a journey,” said 
promoter Carlos Giffoni. “If 
you really want to see the 
show, you’ll get there.” 
Venues for noise rock are 
constantly changing and ex- 
panding throughout Brooklyn, 
but one of the drawbacks is 
that getting to some of these 
spacious locales requires a lot 
of effort. 

“They’re aesthetically pleas- 
ing, but off the beaten path,” 
said Brad Truax, who plays in 
two local bands, Home and 
Soldier of Fortune. 

When Giffoni throws his 
“No Fun Fest,” a four-day festi- 
val where musicians come to- 
gether at the Hook to mesh 
sounds and instruments, he typ- 
ically has to hire a shuttle to mn 
back and forth between the Red 
Hook club and the nearest sub- 
way stop a mile away. 

Promoters are complicit in 
keeping electronic music “out 

Todd Patrick, who goes by 
the moniker Todd P. and is 
hailed as an essential force in 
Brooklyn’s experimental scene, 
tends to keep his venues on 
the fringes. 

“Todd finds places that are 




Noise boys: At left, "No Fun Fest" guru Carlos Giffoni. Above, Alan Licht, Brian Chase 
and Brad Truax answer questions about experimental music at the Brooklyn Public Li- 
brary's "Brooklyn Music Now" panel on Jan. 18. 


” said Truax. “I isolated, Patrick said, 
i get to [his ven- “Noise is noisy,’ he said. 

“It’s hard to find a locale in 
lues have to be New York where you can 


make a ton of noise without 
someone calling the police.” 
When people complain 
about a long hike to a venue, 
his response is ‘“Look, you 
walked this distance, but did- 
n’t you have a good time?”’ 


Let’s experiment 

These are the spots to hit if you're look- 
ing for cutting-edge experimental music 
in Brooklyn. 

Glasslands Gallery 

289 Kent Ave. (between South First and South 
Second streets in Williamsburg), (718) 599-1450 
Goodbye Blue Monday 
1087 Broadway (between Lawton and Dod- 
worth streets in Bushwick), (718) 453-6343 
The Hook 

18 Commerce St. (at Columbia Street in Red 
Hook), (718) 797-3007 


Issue Project Room 

400 Carroll St. (between Bond and Nevins streets 
in Carroll Gardens), (718) 330-0313 

Micheline's 

1124 Broadway (at Kosciuszko Street in Bush- 
wick), (718) 453-3223 

North Six 

66 N. Sixth St. (between Wythe and Kent av- 
enues in Williamsburg), (718) 599-5103 

Third Ward 

195 Morgan Ave. (at Stagg Street in East 
Williamsburg), (718) 715-4961 

Uncle Paulie's 

408 Greenpoint Ave. (at Grandparent's Avenue 
in Greenpoint), (718) 383-241 1 
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Often created in unusual 
ways with unique instru- 
ments, noise rock can be 
crafted by entire bands or solo 
artists using multi-track se- 
tups. In either case, these mu- 
sicians pride themselves on 
making music without fol- 
lowing the traditional format. 

“It’s a bunch of repetitive 
procedures with a punk aes- 
thetic,” said Brian Chase of 
the Yeah Yeah Yeahs, who dis- 
cussed noise rock at a Jan. 18 
symposium at the Brooklyn 
Public Library. The event, 
“Brooklyn Music Now,” was 
moderated by musician and 
author Alan Licht and featured 
Giffoni and Tmax, as well. 

“The beauty of experimen- 
tal music is that it’s freely im- 
provised,” said Licht. “The 
audience is hearing it for the 
first time as are we.” 

The popularity of the genre 
has grown steadily over the 

“It’s a continuation of the 
same canon [of talent] that 
brought people here in the 
first place,” said Patrick. 
“Over the past few years, the 
level of interest in this has 
risen in Brooklyn and 
throughout the whole city.” 
The unique methods of ex- 
perimental musicians give 
them and their fans a chance 


to hear something new in 
each performance. Between 
the constantly shifting per- 
formance spaces, improvised 
music and flashes of new 
technology, it’s a rarity to 
hear the same song twice. 

This constant reinvention is 
what many find so appealing 
about the genre, said Licht. 

“That way it’s still fresh to 
me, not something I’m ever 
tired of hearing.” 

The wide expanse of space 
in Brooklyn lends itself to the 
crowds that experimental mu- 
sicians attract. Places like 
North Six and the Hook have 
two floors and can accommo- 
date more than one group at a 

Other venues such as Issue 
Project Room in Carroll Gar- 
dens, which is hosting the 
“Independents” music festival 
until Jan. 28, offer a chance to 
just play, no holds barred. The 
musicians will perform any- 
where — lofts, art galleries, 
even in parking lots. They 
have no choice considering 
the way they’ve been run out 
of places like the Cooler in 
Manhattan, now occupied by 
decidedly un-experimental R 
& R nightclub, and Williams- 
burg's freel03point9. 

In the latter case, police 
were involved. 



EARTH AWAKENED... 

Continued from page 9 
wonders). The clusters of 
sound in the piece are re- 
peated with minute varia- 
tions — first we hear 
brass and percussion, fol- 
lowed by basses and vio- 
lins — coming together 
to create a massive wall 
of sound. 

Despite the instru- 
ment’s long history Down 
Under, “neither piece was 
originally written with the 
didgeridoo in mind,” 

Christie admits. “But Pe- 
ter, who already had an 
association with the 
[Queensland] orchestra, 
had talked about the orig- 
inal inspiration of the 

pieces. They didn’t directly quote anything from Aboriginal 
music, so we asked if he’d incorporate that back into the 

The presence of the didgeridoo, Christie believes, is es- 
sential to understanding the connection between Sculthor- 
pe’s and Stravinsky’s works on this program. “Utilizing this 
native folk instrument sets the scene very well for playing 
‘The Rite of Spring,”’ he says. 

Igor Stravinsky’s classic ballet will be danced by the 
Brooklyn-based company nicholasleichterdance and will 
feature its founder’s world-premiere choreography. 

Listening to “The Rite of Spring” today, it’s difficult to 
believe that it was such a controversial work — in fact, it 
caused a riot upon its Paris debut in 1913 — but it’s also 
lost none of its purely visceral power, even after it has been 
co-opted by so many commercial enterprises in the inter- 
vening 90-plus years, including the famous appearance in 
Walt Disney’s 1940 film, “Fantasia.” 

That dramatic power will be on display on the BAM 
opera house stage, as Stravinsky’s canonical work once 
again becomes a bal- 


Philharmonic Music Direc- 
tor Michael Christie. 


MUSIC 


The Brooklyn Philharmonic per- 
forms "Earth Awakened" on Feb. 3 
at 8 pm at the BAM Howard Gilman 
Opera House (30 Lafayette Ave. at 
Ashland Place in Fort Greene); tick- 
ets are $20 to $60, $10 for students. 
For information call (718) 636-4100 
or visit brooklynphilharmonic.org. 


let, thanks to this m 
project for the Brook- 
lyn Philharmonic. 

“Our principal 
consideration is that 
this performance is 
the kick-off of a 
three-year project 
where we will do 
each of the major 
Stravinsky ballets 
[‘The Rite of Spring,’ ‘Petruschka’ and ‘The Firebird’], 
with world-premiere choreography from a different dance 
company,” Christie explains. “We thought that we’d start 
off with Nicholas Leichter, since we had such a great col- 
laboration with his ensemble doing ‘Carmina Burana’ last 
season. We feel that his style is very physical and very ath- 
letic, which makes sense for a work like ‘The Rite of 
Spring.’” 

Although he is choreographing Stravinsky’s masterpiece 
for the first time, Leichter doesn’t feel the weight of huge 
expectations. 

“Those people who are already familiar with the dance 
context of this work will surely be looking for a new inter- 
pretation,” he says. “Luckily, I am already quite familiar with 
the score, and I’ve already seen versions of it done, both for 
ballet and for modem dance. It’s a very dramatic score, and I 
am confident that I can put my own stamp on it.” 
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Take a hike 

Experimental music fans travel 
far and wide to find noise of choice 


By Chiara V. Cowan 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

L ook, if you want to get 
out there — I mean really, 
really out there — you’re 
going to have to walk. 

Fans of experimental music 

times called — know this all 
too well. 

“It’s like a journey,” said 
promoter Carlos Giffoni. “If 
you really want to see the 
show, you’ll get there.” 
Venues for noise rock are 
constantly changing and ex- 
panding throughout Brooklyn, 
but one of the drawbacks is 
that getting to some of these 
spacious locales requires a lot 
of effort. 

“They’re aesthetically pleas- 
ing, but off the beaten path,” 
said Brad Truax, who plays in 
two local bands, Home and 
Soldier of Fortune. 

When Giffoni throws his 
“No Fun Fest,” a four-day festi- 
val where musicians come to- 
gether at the Hook to mesh 
sounds and instruments, he typ- 
ically has to hire a shuttle to mn 
back and forth between the Red 
Hook club and the nearest sub- 
way stop a mile away. 

Promoters are complicit in 
keeping electronic music “out 

Todd Patrick, who goes by 
the moniker Todd P. and is 
hailed as an essential force in 
Brooklyn’s experimental scene, 
tends to keep his venues on 
the fringes. 

“Todd finds places that are 




Noise boys: At left, "No Fun Fest" guru Carlos Giffoni. Above, Alan Licht, Brian Chase 
and Brad Truax answer questions about experimental music at the Brooklyn Public Li- 
brary's "Brooklyn Music Now" panel on Jan. 18. 


sort of far out,” said Truax. “I isolated, Patrick said, 
had to work to get to [his ’ 
ues].” “It’s hard to find a locale 

But the venues have to be New York where you 


make a ton of noise without 
someone calling the police.” 
When people complain 
about a long hike to a venue, 
‘Noise is noisy,’ he said, his response is ‘“Look, you 
walked this distance, but did- 
n’t you have a good time?”’ 


Let’s experiment 

These are the spots to hit if you're look- 
ing for cutting-edge experimental music 
in Brooklyn. 

Glasslands Gallery 

289 Kent Ave. (between South First and South 
Second streets in Williamsburg), (718) 599-1450 
Goodbye Blue Monday 
1087 Broadway (between Lawton and Dod- 
worth streets in Bushwick), (718) 453-6343 
The Hook 

18 Commerce St. (at Columbia Street in Red 
Hook), (71 8) 797-3007 


Issue Project Room 

400 Carroll St. (between Bond and Nevins streets 
in Carroll Gardens), (718) 330-0313 

Micheline's 

1124 Broadway (at Kosciuszko Street in Bush- 
wick), (718) 453-3223 

North Six 

66 N. Sixth St. (between Wythe and Kent av- 
enues in Williamsburg), (718) 599-5103 

Third Ward 

195 Morgan Ave. (at Stagg Street in East 
Williamsburg), (718) 715-4961 

Uncle Paulie's 

408 Greenpoint Ave. (at Grandparent's Avenue 
in Greenpoint), (718) 383-241 1 


NOW OPEN 


Bay Ridge 

Fifth Avenue & 82nd Street 



Free gift of your 
choice when you 
open a checking or 
savings account 
with $250 or more. 


4 Qt. Slow Cooker George Foreman Grill 


Sports Bag 

itial deposits of $250 or more are € 
t maximum per household. Gifts va 


he right to substitute 


• Totally FREE Checking 

• FREE Visa® 

Plus, FREE first order of 

Check Card 

wallet-style checks! 

Get it on the spot! 

• Open 7 Days 

• FREE Online Banking 

Weekdays 7:30-8 

and Bill Pay 

Saturday 7:30 - 6 

commerceonline. com 

Sunday 11:00-4 



Commerce 

IBank 


r 


America's Most Convenient Bank® 

1-888-751-9000 


400+ convenient locations throughout Metro New York, 
Metro Philadelphia, Metro Washington, DC and Southeast Florida 



Often created in unusual 
ways with unique instru- 
ments, noise rock can be 
crafted by entire bands or solo 
artists using multi-track se- 
tups. In either case, these mu- 
sicians pride themselves on 
making music without fol- 
lowing the traditional format. 

“It’s a bunch of repetitive 
procedures with a punk aes- 
thetic,” said Brian Chase of 
the Yeah Yeah Yeahs, who dis- 
cussed noise rock at a Jan. 18 
symposium at the Brooklyn 
Public Library. The event, 
“Brooklyn Music Now,” was 
moderated by musician and 
author Alan Licht and featured 
Giffoni and Tmax, as well. 

“The beauty of experimen- 
tal music is that it’s freely im- 
provised,” said Licht. “The 
audience is hearing it for the 
first time as are we.” 

The popularity of the genre 
has grown steadily over the 

“It’s a continuation of the 
same canon [of talent] that 
brought people here in the 
first place,” said Patrick. 
“Over the past few years, the 
level of interest in this has 
risen in Brooklyn and 
throughout the whole city.” 
The unique methods of ex- 
perimental musicians give 
them and their fans a chance 


to hear something new in 
each performance. Between 
the constantly shifting per- 
formance spaces, improvised 
music and flashes of new 
technology, it’s a rarity to 
hear the same song twice. 

This constant reinvention is 
what many find so appealing 
about the genre, said Licht. 

“That way it’s still fresh to 
me, not something I’m ever 
tired of hearing.” 

The wide expanse of space 
in Brooklyn lends itself to the 
crowds that experimental mu- 
sicians attract. Places like 
North Six and the Hook have 
two floors and can accommo- 
date more than one group at a 

Other venues such as Issue 
Project Room in Carroll Gar- 
dens, which is hosting the 
“Independents” music festival 
until Jan. 28, offer a chance to 
just play, no holds barred. The 
musicians will perform any- 
where — lofts, art galleries, 
even in parking lots. They 
have no choice considering 
the way they’ve been run out 
of places like the Cooler in 
Manhattan, now occupied by 
decidedly un-experimental R 
& R nightclub, and Williams- 
burg’s freel03point9. 

In the latter case, police 
were involved. 



EARTH AWAKENED... 

Continued from page <None> 
wonders). The clusters of 
sound in the piece are re- 
peated with minute varia- 
tions — first we hear 
brass and percussion, fol- 
lowed by basses and vio- 
lins — coming together 
to create a massive wall 
of sound. 

Despite the instru- 
ment’s long history Down 
Under, “neither piece was 
originally written with the 
didgeridoo in mind,” 

Christie admits. “But Pe- 
ter, who already had an 
association with the Philharmonic Music Direc- 

[Queensland] orchestra, tor Michael Christie, 

had talked about the orig- 
inal inspiration of the 

pieces. They didn’t directly quote anything from Aboriginal 
music, so we asked if he’d incorporate that back into the 

The presence of the didgeridoo, Christie believes, is es- 
sential to understanding the connection between Sculthor- 
pe’s and Stravinsky’s works on this program. “Utilizing this 
native folk instrument sets the scene very well for playing 
‘The Rite of Spring,”’ he says. 

Igor Stravinsky’s classic ballet will be danced by the 
Brooklyn-based company nicholasleichterdance and will 
feature its founder’s world-premiere choreography. 

Listening to “The Rite of Spring” today, it’s difficult to 
believe that it was such a controversial work — in fact, it 
caused a riot upon its Paris debut in 1913 — but it’s also 
lost none of its purely visceral power, even after it has been 
co-opted by so many commercial enterprises in the inter- 
vening 90-plus years, including the famous appearance in 
Walt Disney’s 1940 film, “Fantasia.” 

That dramatic power will be on display on the BAM 
opera house stage, as Stravinsky’s canonical work once 
again becomes a bal- 


MUSIC 


The Brooklyn Philharmonic per- 
forms "Earth Awakened" on Feb. 3 
at 8 pm at the BAM Howard Gilman 
Opera House (30 Lafayette Ave. at 
Ashland Place in Fort Greene); tick- 
ets are $20 to $60, $10 for students. 
For information call (718) 636-4100 
or visit brooklynphilharmonic.org. 


let, thanks to this m 
project for the Brook- 
lyn Philharmonic. 

“Our principal 
consideration is that 
this performance is 
the kick-off of a 
three-year project 
where we will do 
each of the major 
Stravinsky ballets 
[‘The Rite of Spring,’ ‘Petruschka’ and ‘The Firebird’], 
with world-premiere choreography from a different dance 
company,” Christie explains. “We thought that we’d start 
off with Nicholas Leichter, since we had such a great col- 
laboration with his ensemble doing ‘Carmina Burana’ last 
season. We feel that his style is very physical and very ath- 
letic, which makes sense for a work like ‘The Rite of 
Spring.’” 

Although he is choreographing Stravinsky’s masterpiece 
for the first time, Leichter doesn’t feel the weight of huge 
expectations. 

“Those people who are already familiar with the dance 
context of this work will surely be looking for a new inter- 
pretation,” he says. “Luckily, I am already quite familiar with 
the score, and I’ve already seen versions of it done, both for 
ballet and for modem dance. It’s a very dramatic score, and I 
am confident that I can put my own stamp on it.” 
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Deflated! Viagra maker pulls out of Brooklyn 



Pfizer, founded 
in borough, 
fires 600 here 


The drug giant Pfizer, whose Williamsburg roots date back to 1849, will close its Flushing 
Avenue plant and lay off 600 workers in a cost-cutting move. 


By Gersh Kuntzman 
and Michael Giardina 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Pfizer, the drug giant best 
known for Viagra and Zoloft, 
will fire all 600 workers at its 
Williamsburg plant, ending a 
relationship with the borough 
that dates back to 1849. 

The drag maker, which posted 
a $9.45-billion profit during the 
last quarter of last year, said it 
will sack the workers next year 
as a cost-cutting move in ad- 
vance of some anticipated losses 
from the end of patent protection 
on some of the company’s big- 
gest drugs. 

“This was a very difficult de- 
cision for the company to 
make,” MacDara Lynch, a Pfiz- 


er vice president of manufactur- 
ing, said in a statement Monday. 
“Our colleagues at the Brooklyn 
plant have contributed signifi- 
cantly to Pfizer’s success over 


many years.” 

Employees echoed that on 
Tuesday. 

“ft’s a sad day,” said 16-year 
employee Victoria D’Agostino. 


“I put a lot of hard work and time 
into this place and my job disap- 
pears. I’m not happy.” 

“I’m not happy, either,” added 
her colleague, who did not want 


to give his name. “I’m close to 
retiring and I’m being pushed 

Local politicians called the 
layoffs a sad fact of life in mod- 
em Brooklyn, where large-scale 
manufacturing is a decreasing 
part of the economy. 

“I am profoundly disappoint- 
ed,” Borough President Marko- 
witz said in a statement. “Appar- 
ently market forces have trumped 
history and local roots, and anoth- 
er piece of our city’s industrial 
heart and soul will be lost.” 

Councilman David Yassky, 
whose district includes the Pfizer 
factory, said the Pfizer layoffs 
show that the city must renew its 
efforts to support small manufac- 
turing businesses. 

“Let me tell you, the saddest 
thing I ever saw was the day 
when the Domino Sugar plant 
closed in Williamsburg [in 
2003],” Yassky said. “Those 
jobs, which are well-paying 
union jobs, won’t be replaced. 
That’s reality. 


Saved! Old man finds a home 


The 94-year-old Carroll Gardens man 
whose landlord kicked him out of his 
apartment has found a new apartment 
nearby, thanks to a frenzy of effort by a 
city social worker and a local non-profit. 

Dominick Diomede, who has lived in 
and around his Woodhull Street building 
for almost all of his life, is poised to sign a 
lease on a subsidized unit on Warren Street 
run by the Fifth Avenue Committee. 

“I like the place, it’s nice,” Diomede 
said after touring the furnished pad with 
his Department for the Aging social work- 
er and Fifth Avenue Committee Executive 
Director Michelle de la Uz on Monday. 

Diomede’s social worker had applied for 
the apartment through the Fifth Avenue 
Committee’s normal process — and Council- 
man Bill DeBlasio, a supporter of the non- 
profit, wrote a letter in support of Diomede. 

Diomede (photo right) was expected to 


sign the lease on Friday, after we went to 
press. 

But even if that deal falls through, 
Diomede now has a few more weeks in his 
current apartment thanks to a Good Samar- 
itan who showed up at last week’s court 
hearing and wrote a check for $2,000. 

Diomede’s landlord Michael Errigo, 
who had earlier won the right to evict 
Diomede, didn’t want to allow Diomede to 
stay, despite the check, but the judge or- 
dered him to take it and allow Diomede to 
stay until Feb. 28. 

The do-gooder, a Park Slope resident, 
didn’t want his name in the paper, but said 
he wrote the check to allow Diomede to 
“keep whatever dignity he can.” 

He credited Diomede’s lawyer and so- 
cial worker for doing “the hard work.” 

The man was one of dozens of regular 
Joes and Janes who flooded The Brooklyn 



Paper with calls seeking to help Diomede 
after our Jan. 13 front-page story about his 
imminent eviction. 

The story, a tale of heartlessness and gen- 
trification that was picked up internationally, 
now appears to have a happy ending. 


For Dom, at least. 

Sorry to remind you, but there are 
scores of Dominick Diomedes losing then- 
homes every week, seniors who have lived 
for decades without leases — and are be- 
ing thrown out, usually by a landlord who 
wants more money. 

It’s easy to blame the landlords — the 
would-be benefactors who called The Pa- 
per certainly did — but landlords couldn’t 
get the money if people like you and I 
weren’t willing to pay it. 

It’s rare for cases like Diomede’s to make 
the papers, and when they don’t, the senior 
doesn’t get such an outpouring of support 

So it’s nice that everyone wanted to 
help Diomede — truly, it was touching — 
but now that he has his new apartment, 
let’s not forget that there’s always another 
Dominick Diomede about to lose his home 
on your block. 


3rd Ave's canal bridge will be squeezed 


By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Traffic along busy Third 
Avenue will be crawling for 18 
months, as a key bridge over 
the Gowanus Canal is rebuilt. 

No lanes will be lost during 
construction, but the wide thor- 


oughfare between Third and Sixth 
streets will be squeezed onto one 
side of the bridge during repairs. 
And the bike lane and parking 
lanes will be lost for the extent of 
the repairs. 

“It will certainly be inconven- 
ient,” said a spokeswoman for the 
Department of Transportation. 


But the work — which will 
cost $2.5 million — is necessary. 

The work began on Jan. 17 — 
and the very next night, DOT met 
with the community. 

“The railings and concrete are 
crumbling,” said a spokesman for 
Ghandi Engineering, the project’s 
consultants. The utility supports 


underneath the bridge are badly 
damaged and rusted.” 

The entire superstructure of 
the bridge — everything above 
the still-solid masonry work un- 
derneath — will be replaced. 

At the Jan. 18 meeting, every- 
one supported the work — 
though a few grumbled about the 


fact that the meeting was taking 
place after repairs actually began. 

There was also some griping 
from the Al-Madinah school, 
which is next to the bridge. 

The school will lose precious 
drop-off areas and something that 
hits even closer to home: faculty 
parking. 


“But that doesn’t mean we 
can’t have a manufacturing econ- 
omy,” he added, calling for the 
city to expand an existing pro- 
gram that relocates manufactur- 
ing businesses squeezed out by 
high real-estate costs, and anoth- 
er that helps businesses reduce 
their energy costs. 

Both programs were part of 
the Williamsburg-Greenpoint re- 
zoning that Yassky backed in 
2005. 


Other officials moved quickly 
to debate a future use for Pfizer’s 
660,000-square-foot plant, which 
is part of a complex of buildings 
and land on Flushing Avenue be- 
tween Marcy and Tompkins av- 

Also on the site is the historic 
building where cousins Charles 
Pfizer and Charles Erhart found- 
ed the company in 1849. A 
spokesman said that the building 
would be restored and made 


available to the public. 

Mayor Bloomberg said he 
would pursue a rezoning so that 
the plant could be turned into af- 
fordable housing in an area 
whose population is booming. 

The mayor also suggested one 
way to pay for it: He said the city 
will look into recapturing some 
of the $46 million in tax breaks 
and subsidies that Pfizer received 
in 2003 to expand and add jobs 
in New York City. 


CHECKIN' IN WITH ... 


Mark Lahm of Henry's End 


Let's face it — no one has 
time to cook these days. And 
by the time January rolls 
around, the usual array of 
take-out places and restau- 
rants can get yawn- (or nau- 
sea-) inducing. But at least 
one restaurant — Henry's 
End in Brooklyn Heights — is 
taking a stand, thanks to the 



latest installment of its annual 
Wild Game Festival. This 
week, reporter Christie Rizk 
(whose picture you will find 
under the entry “foodie" in 
the dictionary) checked in with 
Mark Lahm, the restaurant's 
owner and chef, about why 
we should all be eating 
snake this winter. 


Q: Wild game, huh? Sounds, um, yummy. 

A: Well, we’ve been doing it for about 20 
years now, one of the first restaurants to serve 
game. We wanted to show off our culinary 
skills, and have fun at the same time. 

Q: Does game tend to be healthier 
than, say, beef? 

A: Much healthier. Ostrich, which is a red 
meat, has about 90 percent less cholesterol 
than beef. Buffalo has less than half of the 
cholesterol of beef and it’s much leaner. 

Q: Does that mean you have to cook 
game differently or can you just slap in 
on the grill like a steak? 

A: No matter how you cook it, the trick is not to 
overcook game meat because of its low fat con- 
tent — otherwise it gets tough and leathery. 

Q: Where do you get all these exotic 
meats? 

A: We get our antelope from a ranch in Texas. 
We get our buffalo from another ranch. We get 
quail from Georgia, and, believe it or not, we 
get our ostrich from New Jersey. 

Q: Is the menu new every year or do 
you repeat some popular dishes? 

A: There are certain items that we do over and 
over because people just love them. The herb- 
crusted elk chops are the most popular item — 
and I don’t change them because when I do, 
people complain. Turtle soup is also a perennial 
favorite. 

Q: Wait a sec. Aren't turtles endan- 
gered? I mean, haven't you seen "An 
Inconvenient Truth?" Do I have to call 
Al Gore on you? 


A: We use snapping turtle, which is not endan- 
gered. If anything is on an endangered species 
or watch list, we would never serve it. 

Q: I know you added baby pheasant 
this year. Deer, baby pheasants, turtles. 
Do you only serve cute little things? 

A: Actually, when we started doing this, we 
used to do some items just for the shock value. 
But now I find that I want to do things that peo- 
ple like and that aren’t ridiculously hard to do. 

Q: Like what? 

A: Rattlesnake. Skinning and boning a rat- 
tlesnake is not fun — it’s time consuming and 
expensive. And believe it or not, it does taste 
like chicken. 

Q: What's the weirdest request you've 
ever heard? 

A: Years ago we had someone who wanted to 
eat bear and lion. But neither one of those 
things are particularly good. But with a lot of 
people, the more exotic it is, the more they 
want to try it. 

Q: Where did you get lion meat? 

A: There’s a company in the Midwest that im- 
ports it from Africa. 

Q: Legally? 

A: Of course. 

Q: Wait, are you trying to tell me that 
the king of the jungle isn't good 
enough for your kitchen? 

A: Well, lion is too gamey and the meat does- 
n’t really taste that great. I’d rather serve up 
something that people are going to keep com- 
ing back for. 


Health, >Iimi Se Body 


DENTISTS I DENTISTS I DENTISTS 


COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our new spacious, 
modern and friendly office 


Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 

COSMETIC DENTISTRY : Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Colot Fillings, 
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189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
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• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
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• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 
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Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
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624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
and insurance plans accommodated 
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DERMATOLOGY 
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LIPOSUCTION 



Totally under local anesthesia. 
Abdomen, lovehandles, thighs, 
hips, male breasts. 

Acne • Spider Vein Treatment 

g0. 

FREE LIPOSUCTION CONSULTATION ■ 

Day & Evening Appointments • Affordable Fees 
Many Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 

Alan R. Kling, M.D. 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
Conditions Related To Hair, Skin & Nails * 
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COMPLETE ATLANTIC YARDS COVERAGE — ONLY IN THE BROOKLYN PAPER 


Ratner plans to sock it to local 
groups as he reels in arena cash 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Community groups and 
schools will be paying a lot to 
rent Bruce Ratner’s Nets are- 
na — an apparent pullback 
from the developer’s promise 
to make the arena available to 
local non-profit groups “at a 
reasonable rate.” 

“[T]he base rental rate for 
[non-sporting] events (e.g. grad- 
uations) ... appears to be high,” 
according to an internal audit 
done for the state by the ac- 
counting firm KPMG and ob- 
tained by The Brooklyn Paper. 

Ratner told the auditors that 
he’ll charge more than $100,000 
to rent the designer dome — 
$62,000 in base rental, plus an 
estimated $41,000 in “event-re- 
lated expenses,” according to the 
confidential audit. 

That figure shocked the bean- 

KPMG, which was paid by 
Ratner to do the audit, warned 
him that his price was above the 
means of local groups and that it 
“may need to be further reduced 
to accommodate various civic 
groups.” 

The newly revealed figures 
— which come on the heels of 
Ratner pocketing $400 million 
to name the arena The Barclays 


EXCLUSIVE 


Center — are certain to come as 
a surprise to Atlantic Yards sup- 
porters, who have been prom- 
ised access to the arena as a 
“community space” for gradua- 
tions, church events and other 
local activities. 

Local groups that signed a 
“Community Benefits Agree- 
ment” with Ratner are guaran- 
teed the right to rent the arena 
for 10 events a year at a “reason- 
able rate.” 

But it’s unclear how Ratner 
will define “reasonable rate,” 
based on the KPMG audit. 

One of the developer’s 
staunchest allies, BUILD Presi- 
dent James Caldwell, didn’t want 
to speculate, saying only, “I am 
paying attention to the jobs” that 
Atlantic Yards will create. 

Ratner’s curvy, glass-walled 
Nets court will cost $637 million 
— making it the most expensive 
arena ever. But low-interest 
loans from the state, generous 
tax breaks and a $ 1 lease for the 
publicly financed arena mean 
that Ratner won’t have to cough 
up his own cash to build the 
Frank Gehry-designed Xanadu. 

In fact, the state and city will 
pay the up-front costs of the are- 


"T VOX POP 


Ratner’s bank job 

The question: Atlantic Yards developer Bmce Ratner has sold the 
naming rights to his new arena for the Brooklyn Nets to a British 
bank with historic ties to slavery, the Holocaust and apartheid. How 
do you feel about that? —photos and. reporting by Michael Giardina 


“It’s not righteous, if he’s 
going to tear up a commu- 
nity and not put back into 
it. If [Barclays Bank] was 
involved in the slave trade, 
it’s not right. Give it back 
to the community.” 

Gary Smith 
Flatbush 



“If it’s coming from 
that type of money ... 
then forget it.” 

Fred Foster 
East New York 



“I don’t like it. It seems 
like they’re just stealing 
from the community. I 
don’t think they should do 
it because, they are al- 
ready taking peoples’ 
money from taxes. The 
funding is not right.” 



‘Tm for the stadium just as 
long as it creates jobs and 
they’re paying the right 
wages. But I don’t condone 
the idea of making a dollar 
off somebody’s hardships. I 
wouldn’t vote for Barclays. 
Why couldn’t Ratner pick 
one of our banks? The 
arena is in our country.” 

Billy Joe Walker 
Far Rockaway 



BLOOD... 

Continued from page 1 

The Prospect Heights Democrat called Ratner’s deal an “in- 
sult” to blacks, whom Ratner used as “tools” to gain approval for 
his project. 

“This deal highlights yet again that the Atlantic Yards project 
is not about what’s best for Brooklyn,” said James, “but what’s 
best for Forest City Ratner.” 

The company declined repeated requests for comment. 

The attacks from Jeffries and Green are stunning, given the 
support both men have given the developer. 

Green was instrumental in helping Ratner identify — and in 
some cases, create — community groups to sign a “Community 
Benefits Agreement” that guaranteed jobs, job-training, office 
space and grants from the developer in exchange for speaking 
positively about Atlantic Yards. 

Green’s call for reparations is a radical one. Some leaders in 
Brooklyn said this week that it was better to move forward then 
become bogged down in injustices that ended generations ago. 

“Slavery is a stain on western society that we are still reeling 
from,” said Marie Louis, chief operating officer of BUILD, 
which is part of Ratner’s CBA. “But if we were to hold the de- 
scendants of all those who participated in contempt we would 
never move forward.” 

BUILD operates in an office owned by Rather and has received 
tens of thousands of dollars in funding from the developer. 




"Brooklyn Matters" will 
unspool on Wednesday, 
Jan. 31, at the Belarusian 
Church (401 Atlantic Ave. at 
Bond Street), 7 pm. Free. 
Seating is limited. RSVP to 
suebrownstone@att.net or 
call (718) 858-3822x100. 
RATING: Three skyscrapers 


An eagerly awaited doc- 
umentary about the grass- 
roots opposition to the At- 
lantic Yards development 
will make its Brooklyn de- 
but on Wednesday at the 
Belarusian Church on At- 
lantic Avenue. To see if it's 
worth our readers' time, 
we asked our film critic. 
Baker Hollingsworth, for 
his review: 


na. Ratner, in turn, will pay back 
construction costs only after the 
arena begins to lay its gold — 
or. more accurately, preen — 
eggs. 

Though common, economists 
condemn such financing deals 
because they turn out to be big- 
ger gambles for the governments 
that provide initial funding then 
for the developer, who reaps the 
bigger prize. 

“Arenas are risky for govern- 
ment because they have to in- 
duce new economic activity . . . 
to produce new tax revenues,” 
said George Sweeting, deputy di- 
rector of fiscal watchdog group, 
the Independent Budget Office. 

“But for the developer, it 
doesn’t matter whether he takes 
business from Madison Square 
Garden or Broadway as long as 
the bonds can be repaid. In the 
case of Ratner, I can’t say what 

Neither can the developer. 
Ratner estimates his Prospect 
Heights arena will deliver ap- 
proximately $400 million in 
pure profit, according to the 
KPMG audit. 

The audit also revealed that: 

• Ticket prices for Nets games 
will range from $10-$950, 
though it did not reveal how 
many $10 seats would be made 
available for every game. 

• Ratner will charge more for 
a handful of courtside seats. 
The audit said his four-figure 
price is “on the high end” of the 
NBA scale. 

• Ratner will charge high- 
rollers an eye-popping $4,500 
fee for the right to buy a season 
ticket in the best 4,500 seats in 
the house. That one-time li- 
cense fee would raise $20.2 
million for the developer. 

• The “Urban Room,” a glass- 
walled atrium adjacent to the 
arena that is counted as “pub- 
lic” space, will actually gener- 
ate $700,000 a year for Ratner. 

• Other naming and sponsor- 
ship deals will bring in another 
$11 million a year, with compa- 
nies paying big bucks to slap 
their name on lounges and suits 
throughout the basketball palace. 

Nets CEO Brett Yormark 
said this week that the “actual 
numbers might vary.” A 
spokesperson for Ratner would 
not answer repeated requests 
for comment. 


Yards suit’s 
new tack 

By Ariella Cohen 


Opponents to Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic Yards have unveiled a 
new legal strategy that could bolster their battle against the state’s 
use of eminent domain to make way for the mega-development, 
legal experts said this week. 

In new court papers submitted earlier this month, attorneys Jeff 
Baker and Matthew Brinckerhoff argued that the Empire State De- 
velopment Corporation broke its own rules when it ruled on Dec. 8 
that the area around Ratner’s Prospect Heights development site was 
“blighted” and could be condemned. 

That date is more than 90 days after the state’s Aug. 23 public hear- 
ing on the project — an apparent violation of the rule that a blight de- 
termination must be made “within 90 days of ... the public hearing.” 

“They blew it,” Baker said. “The state violated the 90 days and 
anyone looking at a calendar can see that.” 

The new argument now joins Baker and Brinckerhoff ’s original 
charge, namely that ESDC improperly condemned and seized pri- 
vate property to pave the way for a $4-billion project that benefits 
one developer: Bmce Ratner. 

Baker and Brinkerhoff, who represent 12 people and one Prohibi- 
tion-era bar that will be displaced if the project moves forward, were 
on the right track with the new argument, experts said. 

“Now they are saying there is a procedural defect, in addition to 
the substantive ones,” said Dana Berliner, a co-counsel on the 
Supreme Court’s watershed case, Kelo v. New London, which up- 
held the right of governments to seize property for new private de- 
velopment as long as the project served a public purpose. 

The focus on a tightly defined procedural glitch could help the 
complex, highly politicized case, added Michael Rikon, an attorney 
who specializes in eminent domain cases. 

“Often, the clear-cut complaint that takes issue with [specific reg- 
ulations] are the most fruitful before a judge,” said Rikon. 

Attorneys for Ratner and the state declined to comment on the 
latest charge. A judge will hear the opening arguments from both 
sides on Feb. 7 in Brooklyn’s federal court. 


Howdy, ; partner! 

Atlantic Yards developer Bruce Ratner moves in to hug Robert Diamond, the president of the British bank and investment firm Barclays, which is paying 
Ratner $400 million to attach its name to the developer's basketball arena. Mayor Bloomberg smiles on the deal (right). 


Ratner foes dialing for $ 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn is 
reaching out and touching someone — 
someone’s wallet, that is. 

In a bid to pay off an ever-growing moun- 
tain of legal bills, the most-vocal opponent 
of the Atlantic Yards megadevelopment has 
begun a round of fundraising calls — even 
calling The Brooklyn Paper for cash (we de- 
clined, thank you very much). 

“We have a good opportunity here,” the 
earnest DDDB volunteer said last week, be- 
gining his pitch to a potential donor, the al- 
ways-objective Brooklyn Paper staffer. 

The volunteer discussed the need to fight 


the state’s decision to seize land via eminent 
domain and turn it over to developer Bruce 
Ratner. Then, he got down to business. 

“So we’re building up our legal fund,” he 
said, “and we’re reaching out to friends and 
supporters...” 

DDDB spokesman Daniel Goldstein said 
that the organization has relied on such tele- 
phone fund-raising campaigns quite a bit 
over the course of its three-year battle 
against the state-supported 16-tower, arena, 
hotel, office space and residential mega- 

“It’s a direct connection with a person that 
is able to discuss issues,” he said, “It’s a two- 
way conversation.” 

A two-way conversation that opens on a 


particular slant, that is. Like developer Bmce 
Ratner’s much-criticized — and anonymous 

— “push poll” surveys, the DDDB phone 
pitch doesn’t lack for spin. 

But Goldstein said there’s a difference: “We 
say who we are and why we are calling.” 

Goldstein added that DDDB called only 
people who provided contact information at 
meetings or public events, while Ratner’s 
“surveyors” used the phone book indiscrim- 
inately. 

How indiscriminately? In one famous 
episode, one of Ratner’s tele-surveyors di- 
aled diehard project opponent Patti Hagan 

— and a re-reading of the hilarious tran- 
script reminded us how she made him re- 
gret the call. 


Anti-Ratner movie debuts 


To call Isabel Hill’s “Brook- 
lyn Matters” a documentary 
would be akin to calling 
Michael Moore’s “Fahrenheit 
9-11” fair and balanced. 

Like Moore’s film, “Brook- 
lyn Matters” is a clever invective 
that will preach to the converted 
— the Atlantic Yards opponents 
who are its likely audience — a 
sermon they already believe: At- 
lantic Yards is bad. 

But once any expectation of 
objectivity is set aside, the film 
delivers an engaging head-butt 
to developer Bruce Ratner, the 
Empire State Development 
Corporation, Mayor Bloomberg 
and former Gov. Pataki. 

The film outlines Ratner’s 
plans to build 16 skyscrapers 
and a sports arena on a suppos- 
edly blighted portion of Prospect 
Heights, where brownstones 


Freshly minted "Brooklyn Nets" uniforms awaited Mayor Bloomberg and then-Gov. Pataki 
when Atlantic Yards was unveiled in 2003 in this scene from "Brooklyn Matters." 


routinely sell for $1 million. 

Wisely, Hill doesn’t give 
much screen time to the city- 
and state-subsidized project’s 
better-known, but over-ex- 
posed, opponents, like Develop 
Don’t Destroy spokesman 
Daniel Goldstein and Norman 
Oder of the Atlantic Yards Re- 
port blog. 

Instead, wiser talking heads, 
like the Municipal Art Society’s 
Kent Barwick and Pratt Insti- 
tute’s Ron Shiftman, do most of 


the talking. 

But it’s Councilwoman Leti- 
tia James (D-Prospect Heights) 
who emerges as docu-drama’s 
true heroine. 

James plays the role of un- 
fairly wronged protagonist with 
grace, issuing perfect sound- 
bite after perfect sound-bite, her 
cadence well-timed and her 
outrage palpable. She also gets 
the film’s last words: “It’s not a 
done deal. It’s not over.” 

Needless to say, neither Rat- 


ner nor any of his staff makes 
an appearance, though signato- 
ries to the Community Benefits 
Agreement, like ACORN’s 
Bertha Lewis and BUILD’s 
Marie Louis, do get a tiny bit of 
screen time. But only a tiny bit. 

This is not Hill’s first film. 
The former city planner and 
preservationist’s 1993 movie, 
“Made in Brooklyn,” won the 
Municipal Art Society’s covet- 
ed Elliot Willensky Award. It 
later aired on public television. 


COFFEES, GIFT BASKETS, & GOURMET FOODS 


“D’Amico: 
The Best 
Cup of Coffee | 
in the City” 

— Fox 5 Good Day New York 
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Powerplay 
stays shut 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Park Slope’s child-friendly Powerplay gym is still closed — 
but this time, it’s through no fault of the building’s owner. 

Fire Department inspectors were supposed to tour the indoor 
gym with their Buildings Department counterparts on Wednesday 
to determine how to bring the property up to code, but when Build- 
ings inspectors didn’t show up on time, the FDNY bailed, accord- 
ing to the gym’s co-owner, Fritz Jean. 

“We’re in a holding pattern,” Jean told The Brooklyn Paper. 
“We are still wrapped up in bureaucratic red tape. This is really 
nerve-racking, and costly.” 

The gym — which is typically filled with dozens of screaming, 
playing kids — was shuttered by the FDNY on Jan. 1 1 after an in- 
spection that was described as routine revealed that the building 
needed better fire-safety measures. 

Jean is still unsure exactly that means. 

‘We’re still trying to get clarification,” he said. 

He’s not the only one confused. 

A spokesman for the FDNY would only speak in generalities. 

“They had no secondary means of egress, or they had no sprin- 
kler system,” said Jim Long, an agency spokesman. “Because of the 
configuration of the building, they may be required to have both. 

“It’s all about life and safety, believe you me,” added Long. 

Meanwhile, the Buildings Department says it doesn’t have a 
certificate of occupancy for the building, which would mean that 
the gym had been operating under the radar all along. 

Jean denied it: “We do have a certificate of occupancy. The 
[city’s] right hand doesn’t know what the left hand is doing.” 

Jean said he should know by the middle of next week exactly 
when Park Slope’s kids will be able to get back to tumbling — and 
their moms and dads can stop worrying about the fire exits. 



Artist Nicholas Kalas (left) with the subject of one of his controversial artworks that 
once hung at the Fillmore Real Estate office on Atlantic Avenue. 

Realtor censors art show 

The Brooklyn Paper 


A Brooklyn artist whose work is most typi- 
cally displayed in real-estate offices is fighting 
back after one firm told him to remove four 
paintings because they were too controversial. 

Camille Logan, who co-manages a Fillmore 
real-estate office on Atlantic Avenue at Hoyt 
Street in Boerum Hill, ordered artist Leon Kalas 
to take down one-third of his 12-painting show, 
“Social Justice in America,” because she feared 
the “edgy” images would offend would-be clients. 

Kalas has since retaliated, proclaiming, “I’m 
not going to show there anymore. They’re censor- 
ing our art. There’s nothing offensive here.” 

After the opening night party earlier this 
month, Kalas made good on his promise, remov- 
ing all 12 paintings from Logan’s office. 

The quartet of pieces included “Slaves in Ameri- 
ca,” featuring a black man tom in three, his severed 
body juxtaposed on an American flag; “Witness,” 
which depicts a black man in toga and laurel stand- 
ing in front of an American flag; “America, Land of 
the Free,” which shows an advertisement for a slave 
auction atop an American flag; and “Justice Cruci- 


fied,” featuring a black man on a cross, an American 
flag tied around his waist. 

The show went on display Jan. 12 at the real- 
estate office, where Kalas’s friends and art lovers 
mingled and traded art-world bons-mots. 

Logan had recruited Kalas in April to curate 
shows of local artists at her office, after she dis- 
covered that Kalas had been doing the same at an- 
other Fillmore office in Fort Greene. 

The arrangement worked swimmingly for a 
while, “but when Leon told me about this one, I 
told him, ‘We have to be careful,”’ said Logan. 
‘We don’t want to lose sight that we are a place of 
business. 

“One of the paintings says, ‘Negros to be sold,”’ 
added Logan. ‘It’s kind of weird to be seeing that in 
a real-estate office. We sell houses, not people.” 

Kalas’s artist pals said they could see both sides 
of the controversy (well, they are artists, after all). 

“I think Fillmore’s being ridiculous,” said artist 
Jim Porter. But then added, “Well, it’s their place.” 

For his part, Kalas is not backing down. 

“Art is not geraniums and petunias,” scoffed 
Kalas. “Art can be ugly.” 


Li’l Dutch boy needs help 


The Brooklyn Paper 

A Dutch teenager wants your 
help in finding the family of a 
fallen Brooklyn soldier from 
World Warfi. 

We don’t get many emails 
from Holland — except for the 
usual Euro-lotto scams and 
come-ons for cheap prescription 
drugs — so when The Paper re- 
ceived a note from 14-year-old 
Sebastiaan Vonk, we read it 

Apparently, Vonk has taken it 
upon himself to place flowers at 
the grave of WW H hero 
Lawrence F. Shea, who is buried 
in the American War Cemetery 
in Margraten, Netherlands. 

Now Vonk, who originally be- 
came interested in Shea thanks to 
a school project, wants to contact 
Shea’s family. Unfortunately, all 
he knows is that the Air Force 
corporal was bom on Sept. 23, 
1923, that he was from Brooklyn, 
and that he died on April 2, 1945 
in Kassel, Germany. 

Vonk has even created a 
Web site to facilitate his search, 
at sebas.markoz.org/lawrence 
fsheaenghtml. 

“It is very hard to find infor- 
mation about Lawrence,” Vonk 
emailed. “His [Air Force] re- 
cords were burned in a fire in 
1973.” 

Indeed, Shea’s family is really 
Vonk’s only hope. 

“The family could me tell 
very much about him,” wrote 
Vonk. “And I don’t have a pic- 
ture of him, too. I hope that his 
family has one for me.” 

Any leads? Email the tittle 
Dutch boy at sebastiaan_ 
vonk_8989@hotmail.com. And, 
please, no Viagra sales pitches; 
the kid is serious. 

— Rubinstein 


Mayor comes to Kings to dole out princely sums 


Clones’ schedule has 
something for all 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Every night will be special at 
Keyspan Park this summer, as 
the just-released Brooklyn Cy- 
clones’ schedule features a give- 
away item, a fireworks show, or 
a special appearance at all 38 
home games. 

The home opener is June 19 
against the reigning champions, 
the Staten Island Yankees, the 
first of seven home games 
against the cross-harbor rival. 

Beyond the opening night fes- 
tivities, there will be six Friday 
night home games featuring post- 
game fireworks, a piggy bank 


giveaway (date to be determined), 
an appearance by the ever-popu- 
lar Zooperstars (on July 17) and 
plenty of drop-bys by Met leg- 

Tickets prices are $6 to $14. 

The schedule unveiling comes 
on the heels of news earlier this 
month that former Cyclones 
manager Edgar Alfonzo — the 
only skipper to lead the team to a 
championship — will return to 
the helm this season. 

— Moses Jefferson 

Tickets can be ordered by call- 
ing (718) 449-8497, or visiting 
www.bwoklyncyclones.com. 


Norman on trial again 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Disgraced former Brooklyn Democratic Party boss Clarence Nor- 
man — who is out of jail pending an appeal of an earlier corruption 
conviction — was back in court this week facing his fourth trial in 
less than two years, this one for allegedly intimidating two Civil 
Court candidates into paying up to $100,000 for campaign services. 

Both sides settled in for what is expected to be the 
climactic battle between District Attorney Charles 
Hynes and Norman, who is accused of oversee- 
ing a “pay-to-play” judicial system. 

Norman’s lawyer, Edward Wilford, says his 
client will be exonerated. 

The Daily News reported last week that 
the former wife of a now-dead judge saw her 
then-husband hand $5,000 to a party official 
so he could get on the ballot. 

The New York Times reported that a sitting 
judge told a grand jury that more than $40,000 
was delivered to Norman to get a slot or 
state Supreme Court in 200 1 . 

The current case involves two 2002 Civil Court 
candidates who say that Norman required them to hire his fundraiser 
and use Norman’s hand-picked printer to design campaign mailings. 

Jury selection is expected to continue into next week. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 



By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn’s cultural organi- 
zations could benefit from a 
flood of cash, thanks to a new 
pledge by Mayor Bloomberg 
to distribute $30 million in 
arts grants based on perform- 
ance, not politics. 

Hizzoner came to Fort Greene 
on Wednesday to announce the 
plan, which he says will get pub- 
lic money to smaller arts groups 
in the boroughs. 

“All boroughs will get treated 
more equally” in the competition 
for the city’s culture funds, Bloom- 


berg said at the Alliance of Resi- 
dent Theatres. 

The announcement attracted 
City Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn and several of her col- 
leagues, plus local arts advo- 
cates, to the group’s second-floor 
performance space. 

Double-parked black SUVs 
clogged tiny South Oxford Street 
outside. 

“Historically, it’s the big cul- 
tural institutions, that tend to be 
located in Manhattan, that are al- 
ready on people’s radar screens,” 
the mayor said. “The small cul- 
tural organizations in this city are 
becoming more and more impor- 
tant and they always seem to slip 


through the cracks.” 

The news was literally hailed 
with an “Amen” by at least one 
arts advocate in the crowd. 

“We’re not a major player,” ex- 
plained Laurie Cumbo, one of two 
full-time workers with the Muse- 
um of Contemporary African Di- 
asporan Arts on nearby Hanson 
Place. “The idea of getting funding 
on a serious level is just a dream.” 
Last year, several hundred 
cultural agencies split $22 mil- 
lion in city arts grants. Some 
have been on the list for decades, 
while others have to lobby their 
councilmembers every year. 
Mayor Bloomberg (with Speaker Chris Quinn at left) discusses Only a small stiver of the fluids 
arts funding at a Fort Greene theater group on Wednesday. — $4 million last year — was 



awarded on merit. 

The mayor’s plan would cre- 
ate a panel to examine how or- 
ganizations are managed, who 
they are serving, and their suc- 
cess and distribute the funds ac- 
cordingly. The process will open 
the competition to more than 
1,000 organizations in an effort 
to ensure that the groups have 
stable funding from year to year. 

Most importantly, the change 
could allow cultural organizations 
to focus on their ait, rather than on 
the ait of lobbying City Hall. 

“I’m excited about no longer 
seeing these institutions on the 
steps of City Hall,” Quinn said, 
sparking cheers. 


Getting your Gersh on 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Our own editor, Gersh Kuntzman, is back in the hosting chair at 
BCAT’s Reporter Roundtable this week. Joining Kuntzman are Rich 
Calder of the New York Post, Jotham Sederstrom of the Daily News 
and Tom Tracy of the Post-owned Courier-Life chain. 

The pre-recorded discussion touched on the big stories this week 
— and Calder got a few digs in at Kuntzman for last week’s “Blood 
Money” headline. Me-ow! 

The show can be seen on Friday, Jan. 26 at 9 pm; Saturday, Jan 27 
at 9 pm; Monday, Jan. 29 at 1 pm; Tuesday, Jan. 30 at 1 :30 and 9:30 
pm; and Thursday, Feb. 1 at 2 and 10 pm — on Time- Warner channel 
56 and Cablevision channel 69. 



fos«ter (faw-ster, fos-ter) 

1 . to bring up with care 

2. to help to grow or develop 


Becoming a foster parent may be the most 
rewarding thing you ever do. You don't 
have to be perfect or have a big house - 
you do need to be kind, encouraging and 
loving.Thereare many children and teens 
in NewYorkCity who need the help that 
only you can provide. 


Please call 31 1 or visit www.nyc.gov/acs 
to find out more. 





January 27, 2007 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 


AWP 17 


REAL ESTATE 


| COMMERCIAL LOFTS 

1 inL -cjLZJting a Irtish " 

mnrnnf in ■ s .vn r | ym 

I b|JCEriE39f spa rn 

-•i— r-rd F 



YOUR LOCAL AGENT 


Brownstone Brooklyn 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 

• Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens »Park Slope 

• Boreum Hill •Prospect Heights •Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill ‘Clinton Hill »Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718) 858-6100 


Brown Harris Stevens 407 


Established 1873 



Come visit us in our newly renovated office. 

Same great brokers! Same great service! 

BrownHarrisStevens.com 
Tel 718.230.5500 

Brown Harris Stevens LLC 100 Seventh Aye, Brooklyn, New York 11215 


To Advertise in The Brooklyn Papers 
Classifieds Section please call 

(718) 834-9350 


Florida Agents 


florida real estate? 

www.nvfraninflorida.com 


Fran Rizzuto, Realtor 

Prudential Florida WCI Realty 
Wellington/West Palm Beach 

(561) 307-0471 
email: nyfraninflorida@aol.com 


CO-OPS 
& CONDOS 


Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge 

433-1 01 st Street. Saturday & Sunday, 


HOUSES 


Brooklyn 


East New York 

2 family house for sale. 3BRs over 
3BRs. Finished basement, jacuzzi, 
parking. 600 Van Sicklen Ave. 
CAVIAR REAL ESTATE. 

(718) 855-4874 ER29 




New Jersey 




APARTMENTS 


Trenton, NJ 

Buyers Delight. Totally Remodeled - 
All New Brick Semi detached. Owner 

$195,000. Call Donna-Maria Ratico 
(609) 587-9300 x330. Remax Tri- 
County. 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


*jC£flJLLl JUH 

" _ Apartments 8 Rooms Direct from Owners! 

BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1-877-FOR-RENT 


INSURANCE 


Renter's Insurance 

Only $12.66 - Everyone Qualifies 
$10,000 coverage against fire 
& forced-entry theft 

Melvin M. Hurwitz 

105 Court St. in Dwntn, Bklyn 

718-596-2000 

Real Estate/Insurance/Notary Public 




CADNET Classified AD NETwork 


It is advised that you research all companies before responding to any of these ads. Under NO circumstances should you send money in advance or give out your checking acct, license or credit card numbers. Lor 



HEALTH & FITNESS 


HELP WANTED 


COMPANY EXPANDING in yot 


www.easywork-greatpay.com 1 -800-341 -6573x1 525. 
ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & CRAFTS FROM HOME! 


MISC FOR SALE 


MISCELLANEOUS 


REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a 4-room All-Digital 



GRAPHIC 

DESIGNER 

The Brooklyn Paper, Brooklyn's 
best weekly newspaper and Web 
site, is seeking a graphic design- 



Distiller, on a Macintosh platfor 


Full charge 
bookkeeper and 
office manager 



r our Web site, you must h 
working knowledge of HTML 
i MySQL. You'll be worl 
:h Flash, iMovie, Quicktime, 
Garageband, and just about ar 
g needed to provide te: 




1 is proficient with Office and 
either Quickbooks or MYOB 


This is a full time position and a 
chance to work with a great 
group of people in a fun environ- 
ment in trendy DUMBO. 

3 samples of your print work in 
PDF format, links to Web sites or 
projects you've worked on, and 

Respond to: 

Employment@BrooklynPaper.com 
Please write DESIGNER in the 

Great Opportunity for 
"LOAN OFFICERS", no 
experience necessary, will 

Elite Financing 
(718) 304-7452 


Kitchen Helper & Cleaner 
Full Time in Brooklyn 
Call after 11am 
718 259-5260 

No Experience Necessary 


Help Wanted P/T 


Dental Assistant 

Downtown Brooklyn Orthodontic 
office seeks P/T orthodontic assis- 
tant. Tuesdays & Thursdays, salary 
commensurate w/exp. Fax or e-mail 
resume: (718) 987-7695. 
Info@orthospecialistpc.com 


time job, schedule flexibility is 
possible. Position offers a 

Brooklyn environment. 

Reply with a brief cover letter 
(including your salary require- 

be opened). We will be interview- 
ing for this opening next week. 

Please write BOOKKEEPER in the 
subject line of your email, and 

BrooklynJob@Mac.Com 


Situation Wanted 


part time position in HOUSEKEEP- 
ING/BABYSITTING. Stephanie is 
available upon request. (718) 342-1537. 



Post Office Now Hiring 

Average Pay $20/hour or $57K/annually 

including federal benefits and overtime. 
Paid training and vacations. 

1 (800) 584-1775 

USWA 

EXTENSION # 5802 


MERCHANDISE 
AND SERVICES 


Accountants 


9 


TheBusinessStore.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping 
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718 - 623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 


bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 

(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized i^QJ. * Center A3W1 . 


Accountants 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 

• tax planning and preparation 

• accounting, auditing 



718-788-3913 


Computer Cabling 


IME5 

um 


VOICE • DATE • FIBER 
VIDEO • AUDIO 


INSTALLATIONS 

212 619-3132 


CABLESANDCHIPSINC.COM 


Computers 


computer 

catch 

coldP 

Call the TECH VET! 

HE MAKES HOUSE CALLS! 
Flat Rate and Hourly Service 
MAC Specialist 

646-932-3744 

Yes, that’s a local call! UFN 


Computers 


COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 

Firewall Protection - Network Installation 
(wired and wireless), Virus and Spyware 
Removal - System and Hardware Upgrades, 
Repair and General Maintenance, On-site 
Service - Se habla espanol. Free estimate. 

(917) 415-6807 

www.praxisinfo.biz^ 


Merchandise Wanted 


EL, Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

W LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


SLOPE MUSIC 


Bands available 

718-768-3804 


5 String Banjo 
Lessons 

BLUEGRASS, ROCK AND FOLK 
FUN, SYSTEMATIC, EFFECTIVE TEACHER 

with the band CITIGRASS 
Beginners a Specialty 
Located in Cobble Hill 

Call Sandy at (718) 923-5657 


To Advertise in 
The Brooklyn Paper 
Classifieds Section 
please call 

(718) 834-9350 


Paper HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

CLASSIFIEDS 

continued from Home Improvement page 


Rubbish Removal 


Ft 

i 

DUMPSTER 

Dr Rubbish Removal 

), 15, 20 & 30 yard containers 

We Service 
Manhattan, 
Brooklyn and 
The Bronx 

Quality & 
Prompt ^ 

Commercial • Residential 
Industrial 

W Arco 

W Equipment Corp 

f 57-52 49th Place 

Maspeth, NY 11378 
tel: 718 366-4900 fax: 718 497-5988 


Stairs 





LEGAL NOTICES 


NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SSIS SECURITY & SPE- 
CIAL SERVICES LLC. Arts, of Org filed with Secy, of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 12-19-06, loc: Kings County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall process to c/o the 
LLC, 516 Hegeman Ave., 3B, Brooklyn, NY 11207, prin- 
ciple business address. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
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“sSrHOME IMPROVEMENT 


• violations removed • 

• BASEMENT & CELLAR 

legalizations • 


Years of Quality Service & Experienc 


JUST 

Zr^RCHIT€CTUR€ 


r (718)855-1237 


Bathrooms, Kitchen & Tile 


John 

Costelloe 


Specializing in tile jobs - large and sr 

John Costelloe (718) 768-76 


Carpentry Plus 


Dependable with references 
Kevin (718) 331-9251 


Carpet Cleaning 



Cleaning Services 


K I £'[urjjIn; l 5 ilaitisW 


Attentive Domestics 


• Move In / Out Clean-ups • Party Helpers 

Bonded 212^620^0101 


Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile 




A&K 
Tile Studio 

Kitchen and bath designers on staff 

, ceramic, marble, onyx, granite, mosaics, 
avera tiles. We have Marble, Granites, 

336 9th Street 0p ®l 7 AK ^y s di f c !! eek 

(bet. 5th and 6th Ayes.) Bklyn, NY Mon thru p ri . 10:00am _ 6 . 30 p m 

(718) 369-6873 Sat:10a m -5 P m.Sun11am-5 P m 



Cleaning Services 


Amsterdam Cleaning Service 
100% Guaranteed 


eekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly 

1 718-703-1407 m 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move In Clean-Up 

"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 


DECKS 

by Bart 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 
Free Estimates 
Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

www.decksbybart.com 





Demolition II Electricians 


— NAM 
DEMOLITION 

Hassle Free! We Do It All! 
Ne Permit! No Dumpster! 

No Leber Needed! 


FREE ESTIMATES!! 

www.NMDemolition.com 

(718) 351-6273 



budding 
( interests 


Landscape Design/Build 

elegant & creative floral 
arrangements & decor 
Kristen Austin • 718 


ALECTRA inc. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


1 PT Installations 
IS Electrical Contractor 

I & Insured/ Residential-Commercial 

lighting. 24hr Emerg, " 



We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

• We charge by the job, not by the hour 

• Our trucks are stocked with thousands of parts, 
so 90% of the work is done on the spot. 

of older homes built before 1980 


Christopher John Call 718-389-9898 
Electrical Inc. www.ChristJon.com 


B®BTEK 

ELECTRICAL CORP. 


www.BobTekElectrical.com 
We Install or Repair Everything Electric 

CALL NOW... Help is On, he Way W 1 -888-BOBTEK-2 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 


Contractors 


dr JFim. iii 

HOME IMPROVEMENT INC. 


All Kinds of Home Remodeling. Renovations & Repairs 

FULLY INSURED AND NYC LICENSED NYC HIC LIC# 1175612 

Full Interior Renovations - Basements - Kitchens - Bathrooms 
Marble Tiles - Stone Tiles - Kitchen Cabinets - Granite 
Counter Tops - Oak Floors - Ornamental Molding & Medallion 
- Doors - Custom Closets - Finished work - Decks 


Email: info@jabezhomeimprovement.ci 




Home Improvement Inc 


Lie# 1157104 


Roofing Specialist 

Jobs are Owner Supervised 
We have been 
doing a great job 
for over ten years 

718-375-8292 


Exterior 


Pisgah Builders Inc. 

VIOLATIONS REMOVED 

Painting • Ceramic Tiles 

Kumua 

FREE < 718 ) 567-7496 
EST (917)687-5841 


Excel Builders 

& Renovators Inc. 


(718) 624 - 5300 

Restoration* Baths • Kitchens 
Brownstone Renovations 

www.excelbuilds.com 


. Chris Mullins 
’ General Contracting ^ 


Waterproofing 

718-276-8558 




® Co-ops <§> Lofts ® Brownstones 
Kit’s Baths Painting Plastering & ' ’ 

12301*5 7 1 8 408-08 1 2 1 

www.progressivegcc.c 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, Drywall, 
Surfaces 

Call (718) 450-1851 

X: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 

Fully Insured • Lic#534440 


Waterproofing, Roofing, Brick Pointing 
ALL KINDS OF MASONARY WORK 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

917-519-4476 

License 917-674-1673 Insured 


CMO HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

• Fin. Basements • Kitchens 

• Bathrooms • Framing 

• Sheetrock • Doors 

• Plastering • Decks 

• Retaining Walls • Painting 

• Hardwood Flooring • Pergo 

• Ceramic Trie • Windows 
All Masonary Work; 

Brick Work & Pointing 


(917) 400-6028 


Interior renovations 
and reconstructions 


y, floor- 


ling, carpentry 


The Total Contractor 

Total reliability 

- prompt, kept scheduling 

Total experience 

Total back-up 

- advice and guidance 


Total Property Services, Inc. 

Call for free job analysis and estimate. 

917-682-0085 

Dorothy 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 

Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 
Cement Work 
License # 904813 • Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 


718-686-1100 




American Eagle 
' Construction Corp. 


Home Improvement - Interior & Exterior 
• Demolition & Renovation • Painting/Removing 

• Brick Work • Brownstone Repair 

• Roofing Jobs • Stucco • Sheetrock 

• Tile Floor Work • Cement Work 

• Kitchen • Bathrooms, Basements & More! 

Tel: 718-413-6003 
718-506-6115 

americaneagleconstruction@yahoo.com 


STONEHENGE 

Construction Group 

Our Services Include: 

Painting & Plastering 
Kitchens & Baths 
Tiling & Wood Flooring 
Basements & Closets 

Replacement Windows & More 
Call David Fisher Directly 
Free Estimates • Insured 

lie# 120061 9 

(917) 974-3625 


MELODY 

Construction NY Inc. 

Interior & Exterior General Contractor 

• Brownstone Specialist • Roofing 
• Brick • Masonry • Extensions 

ALL KINDS OF CEMENT WORK 

FREE EST. Ask For “AZAD” 
(718) 633-5249 
(917) 302-1397 

Fully Licensed & Insured 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small ” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 



* ANY HOUSE 

f EXTERMINATING INC. 

Rodents • Roaches • Fleas 
• Water Bugs • Bed Bugs 

Use The Company with the Scientific Approach 

(718) 443-9134 


Don’t Be Bugged, CaU NOW! 


Firewood II Floor Maintenance 


FIREWOOD 

TREE SERVICE 

All Seasoned Hardwood 

- Ready to Burn - 

(718) 954-4105 


FIREWOOD 


For Quick, Personal Service 
and Competitve Rates Call: 
Franks Firewood (718) 641-8673 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 


I Prepare your Garden 
for Next Season! 
Barden Service 



FULLY INSURED 

SURE THING 

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Painting • Carepntry • Masonry • Plastering Restoration 
Paper Hanging • Ceramic Tile Work • Stone Gardening 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE 
PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE • ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Robert 718-249-6928 • rcbobtbest@verizon.net 


KBM Contracting 

Bathrooms • Carpentry 
Tiling • Decks • Windows 
Flooring • Roofing • Doors 
Painting • Staircases 
Piping • Heating 


CALL NED 

Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 am 


Movers (Licensed) 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 


carry building ins 
padded Free. C 


e. Serving Bklyn 


(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 
Howard Beach, NY 11414 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Movers (Licensed) 


ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE 

SPECIAL LOCAL RATES 


Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


n 


TIP 
TOP 
-1^5 MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & Estimates 

718 484-7514 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 


best quality moving give us a call. 
Experienced & Reliable. 

21 49 E. 72nd St. DOT#321 49 




We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

TOP HATMOVERS ^ 


Painting 
$100 per room 


Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 



Interiors 


Painting • Plastering 
Decorative Surfaces • Paper Hanging 
FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 
www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING 

Interior/Exterior Painting 
Taping • Sheetrock 
Complete Apartment & Home 
Renovations. Affordable Prices 
Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 


SUNSHINE V. 

NYS Registered 1974 Painter 

718-748-6990 

Painting - Plaster • Sheetrock 

Guaranteed Lowest Prices 
Bonded • Insured • Lie# 0933304 

www.sunshinepaintingny.com 


Now Online 

BrooklynPaper.com 


Low Price 

ilsrf 

718-439-7309 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


FOR ALL YOUR 
PLUMBING NEEDS 

Installation & Repairs of: 


Sewers & Drains Cleaned Electrically 
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL 

Edward’s Est. mi 

Contracting Co. 

718 757 5693 


Jennifer Mechanical 

A Pipinb & Heating Company 
Commercial 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE Residential 
All Plumbing Repairs & Replacement 

Waterlines & Sewer tines Replaced & Repaired 
Water Heaters & Boiler Installation Repair & Service 

♦ Clogged Drains ❖ High Velocity Jetting 
❖ In-Line TV Inspection 

Toll Free: 866 554 3329 Local: 718 769 5400 


ZAV PLUMBING & HEATING LLC 


Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 

• Boiler Installation & Repair * Oil to Gas Conversion 

• Radiant Heating Design • Hot Water Heaters Replaced 
• Boiler Controls & Trouble Shooting • All Types of Heating Systems 
& Radiators Installed & Repaired * Annual Boiler Inspection 

• Violations Removed • Water Or Gas Leaks Repaired 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC# 2011 


’ Don’t Even Think 

about choosing a Plumbing, Heating and 
Air Conditioning company without checking 


Make sure of: 
Service Hours. Vigil 
jhas true 24 hour service 


Warranties, Guarantees & 
Satisfaction policies. We 

have the best in the business 

I _ m lit 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 

^ri | ri|i L (LiTT Billing procedure. No 

^ I 111 LflinP 1 t surprises, we charge by the 

I Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning job not the hour 

(718) 522-611 1 Licensed Master numbers #1246^8 


Plumbing II Roofing 


ALL ABOUT 
PLUMBING & HEATING 


Heating & Drain Cleaning * 

* Boilers/Water Heaters 
Repaired & Installed, Leaks 

* Watermains & Sewers 
Installed/Repaired * 


* 24/7 Emergency Service * 

(718) 273-1388 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
• ffl Plumbing H M 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Project Managers 


SEAMUS 


AND ASSOCIATES 

Professional Project 
Managers 


212.431.7175 

www.sghenchy.com 


A. Stewart Roofing 

30 years experience 
Licensed #1204810 
Affordable & Insured 

1-800-636-3944 

BENSON ROOFING HOME IMPROVEMENT CORP, 

13 yrs guaranteed on all roofs 

All Types Siding & Roofing • Rubberized Roofing 


Mark's Roofing 

All types of roofing 
1 5 years experience 

(718) 477-6191 
(917) 498-6591 


Roofing 

Residential & Commercial 

Torched or cold applied rubber roof- 
ing membranes, EPDM & hot asphalt 

Riggs Construction 
4 TI (718) 398-6423 
— . (917) 578-1414 ™ 


Repairing Problem Leaks 

fill TYPES OF ROOFING 


• Skylights • Siding • Gutters 
Oven. 25 “Tfeonn Sxfieniettce. 

718 209 1584 

lie# 1242457 
Fully Insured & Bonded 

EDWARD'S CONTRACTING CO. 


Rubbish Removal 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


RESIDENTIAL & Serving All 

COMMERCIAL of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 


MORE 

Home Improvement 
Classifieds on inside 
classifieds page 




















































